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On F emale Virtue, with IntelleAual 
Accompliſhments, 


I Tim. 1, J 9. 


1 will—that women adorn themſelves with 
8 2 8720 


PROV. iv. 3. 6, 5 9. 


| Get Wiſdom, get Underflanding. — PForſake 
her not, and ſhe ſhall preſerve thee : love 
her, and ſhe ſhall keep thee. —Exalt her, 
and ſhe ſhall promote thee.—She ſhall give 
to thy head an ornament of grace - a crown 
£4 glory ſhall ſhe deliver to thee. 


N the ſubject of Intellectual Ac- 
compliſhments much remains to be 
aid. At a time when they are negleQed 
by ſo many women, who, if they read at 
all, read only for a little tranſient amuſe- 
ment, they cannot ſure, conſidering their 


Vox. II. „„ 


+4 SERMON vin. 


importance, be inculcated too ſtrongly. 


They may, it is true, be perverted. What 
is there of the greateſt moment, that may 


not? Becauſe works fit only for the veil $ 


of darkneſs have been rg in the face 
6: not feet, or chat it is not a pleafn 
5 60 thing for the eyes to behold the ſun; 
or that benefits innumerable are not 4 
rived to mankind from the reſplendent 
luminaries of Nature? Were theſe ex- 
tinguiſhed, what were this world? And 
what, think ye, muſt be that mind, where 
all is enveloped in a night of ignorance? 
For the ſoul,” ſays Solomon, © to be 
„without knowledge is not good.“ Of 
ſo great a defect do we not ſee every day 
the unhappy conſequences 1 in the conduct 
of both ſexes | ? 


With DEW to yours, my beloved 
ſiſters, I am willing to impute much cf 
the folly and miſery that involve multi- 
tudes of women, not to their being alto- 
gether unacquainted with the main 'out- 
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lines of their duty, traced by the hand of 
God on every heart a little more or a 
little leſs clearly; but to their want of 


that reliſh for knowledge, and of thoſe 
attainments in it, which certainly tend to 


exclude many temptations, and to fortify 


E againſt the influence of others. On this 
account, I muſt again and again urge the 
Culture of your Minds. Your Virtue, your 


Sobriety is intimately | concerned in it. 


| That ſhall be my firſt argument: its con- 
| nexion with your dignity or figure in life 
| ſhall be my ſecond; and my third ſhall 
turn on its uſefulneſs to promote your 
| comfort and felicity : conſiderations ſure- 

y that merit your attention. 1 pray God 
| to bleſs them bog your improvement. 


1 begin with 88 that the Intel- 


lectual Accompliſhments briefly delineated 
in the preceding diſcourſe will have a 
j tendency to exclude many temptations. 


To what dangerous reſources ar? the gene- 


wy 4 of young, women driven by the love 


. 
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of Ret IV and amuſement, ill directed! 
1 formed no faſte for thoſe that 
ariſe from reading, writing, apreeable re. 
flexions, and rational converſation, their 
by paſſions, naturally ardent, fly without pre- 
vious examination to every object which 
| flatters that ardour- by promiſing all the 
vivacity of joy. In this « carcer, it is not 
difficult to conceive what ſnares may entrap 
Beauty, and what habits may corrupt Inno- 
cence. When firſt entered on, it is very 
poſſible that no evil i is intended, For that 
very reaſon 1 none is ff ſpected; and this con- 
fidence betrays. When Vice begins to un- 
veil her daring front, Conſcience is ſtartled, 
and ſhrinks from the monſter. But curioſi- 
ty, opportunity, importunity, the flatteries 
ol ſelf-deceit, the dreams of youthful fancy, 

the bias of faſhion, the fear of banter ſhould 
they venture to oppoſe ; all theſe concur 
with the powers of darkneſs in miſleading 
the poor unexperienced adventurers : and 
to courſes, of which the bare idea filled 
them at a diſtance with horror, familiari- 
ty at laſt reconciles them; if not ſo far 
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as to procure real or thorough approba- 
tion, far enough however to engage per- 


ſeverance attended with a feeling of re- 


morſe that gradually abates, till they are 
often inextricably entangled in a thicket : 


of guilt and wretchedneſs. TY 


What numbers of miſerable 14 are 
now loft there, whoſe firſt deviations 


were occaſioned by nothing more than a 
| defire of eſcaping from inactivity or dul- 


neſs to ſomething that might divert or em 


| ploy! But had an early love of books pre- 


vented this languor, by furniſhing at home 
a harmleſs and varied entertainment, ſuch 
as was adapted to give play even to the 
livelieſt imagination, there had been evi- 
dently much leſs inducement to ſeek it 


abroad ; and many a ſoul that is at this 
day hurrying on to deſtruction, might 


probably, in that caſe, have been walk- 
ing with Wiſdom and Happineſs. Nor 


would I have you think, that I ſpeak of 


thoſe only, who have broke through : all 
1 . 
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the reſtraints of decorum. There are a 
thouſand tracks leading to ſin and woe, 
beſide that infamous road to which the 
1 of public cenſure is e 


The ſuppoſing, N ſo wide a dis. 
tance between the extremities of guilt 


and its intermediate ſtages, is among the 


moſt natural miſtakes of a mind deftitute 
of knowledge. Of this internal light 
one of the great advantages is, to throw 
ſuch illumination on virtue and vice 
through all their eſſential, and even many 
of their minute diſtinctions, as to make 
them be diſcerned with clearneſs, and felt 
with conviction; while there rife up to 


view nameleſs beauties in holineſs, and 
nameleſs deformities in fin, that paſs un- 


heeded by the dim inattentive eye of an 


underſtanding uninformed. This deli- 
cacy of perception alone, in a breaſt not 


yet corrupted by evil cuſtom, will create 


a ſalutary dread of many purſuits and con- 
nexions that often prove exceedingly 


hurtful. In general, it ſeems obvious, 
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that by how much more we are acquaint- 


ed with our duty, by ſo much the juſter 


: apprehenſions we ſhall have of its import- 


ance, and by ſo much the greater capacity. : 


| for performing it. 


But the grand uſe of an affeQion for 


knowledge, as to the point before us, is 
that of preventing idleneſs and diſſipation, 
| which it certainly does where ſuch aftec- 


tion is properly regulated; and this can- 
not be repeated too frequently, nor preſſed 


too powerfully, © | he human mind was 


made for action. In virtuous action con- 


| fiſts its higheft enjoyment, It will not, 


it cannot continue long unemployed, eſpe- 


| cially during the ſprightly ſeaſon of youth. 
Even feeble age ſinds its principal delight 
in recollecting the days of juvenile activity, 
and rehearſing the enterprizes which diſ- 


tinguifhed that happy period. But now 


| there are many young ladies, whoſe fitua- 
tion does not ſupply a ſphere of domeſtic 


exerciſe ſufficient to ful up that part of 
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their time, which 1s not neceſſarily ap- 


propriated to female occupations and in- 
nocent amuſements. What then ſhall 


they do with it, or with themſelves, if 
books be not called in to their affiſtance ? 
Purſue the enquiry in your own minds, 


Many of you, alas 4 are but too well 
qualified to purſue it, can but too well 


imagine the inſipid, fooliſh, and even per- 
nicious expedients, which under thoſe cir- 


cumſtances are daily practiſed for killing 


In truth, it cannot appear ſurpriſing to 
| ſee thoſe who have no notion of internal 
entertainment, hunting after faſhionable 


diverſions. For my part, I am only ſur- 
priſed, when thoſe who from a better edu- 


cation have had opportunities of knowing 


what an extent and diverſity of ideas and 


imagery, of information the moſt grate- 


ful to the mind, and of deſcription the 
molt affecting to the heart, may be found 
in a well choſen library; when ſuch, I 


* 
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ſay, do yet prefer to all this the hol- 


lowneſs and dulneſs, which inſeparably 


attend a perpetual train 'of public amuſe- 


ments, or private viſiting. 


But 1 am inclined to hope, that a pre- 


| ference ſo unjuſt and unwiſe, is feldom 
| made by thoſe laſt mentioned; that they 


who have taſted the pleaſure of converſing 
intimately with the beſt authors living 
and dead, and from this happy commerce 
have contracted an intellectual turn, will 
not be often tempted to mingle with the 
unthinking crowd. When, for the ſake 
of unbending the mind more entirely, and 
avoiding any unneceſſary air of ſingularity, 
they do at any time join it; the ſame turn 
will contribute to preſerve them from the 
ſeduction of vice and wy. 


It is not to be denied, that from the 
head to the heart the diſtance, in a moral 
reckoning, is often immenſe; that between 
ſublimity of idea and elevation of conduct 


* — 
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there is no neceſſary connexion; that the 


fineſt ſentiments and the groſſeſt paſſions 


have been obſerved to meet in the ſame 
mind; that our Firſt Mother was betray- 
ed by the pride of knowing ; and that the 
height of capacity in Lucifer, only in- 
creaſed the fall of that ſon of the morn- 
ing. All this is true. But ſhall we hence 
infer, that the deſire of knowledge well 
directed, and wiſely applied, is not likely 
to produce any worthy impreſions: 


Imagine two young ladies, of whom 


one delights in elegant and virtuous 
ſtudies, the other in faſhionable idleneſs. 
Will you ſay, that the former is equally 
in danger with the latter of deſcending to 


vulgar, or to vicious pleaſures? As fami- 
liarity with perſons of refined manners 
may be expected to communicate a cor- 
reſponding refinement; is it not probable, 

that intimacy with the moſt beautiful 
compolitions will, in the ſame way, im- 
part a beauty to the ſoul? And is there 
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not ground to believe, that this will make 


her who is poſſeſſed of it, aſhamed to 


allow herſelf in any thing unhandſome; 
| even as it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that 
| ſhe who has been genteely bred, will diſ- 
dain the thought of a low behaviour? 


Or, becauſe the natural tendency of things 
is ſometimes croſſed, will ye ſay that it 
is therefore deſtroyed ? Have ye not 


| heard, that a rule is not overthrown, but 
rather confirmed, by exceptions? Young 


people, we know, are often corrupted by 
bad books; and have we not likewiſe 
known them improved by good ones ? 
She muſt be depraved and ſunk indeed, 
who from contemplating the majeſty and 
happineſs of Virtue in the beſt examples, 


together with the meanneſs and miſery. of 


Vice in the worſt, that hiſtory or poetry 
holds up to view, can go away, and in 
her own deportmcat counteract imme- 


diately the feelings of love and admira- 


tion for the one, of contempt and ab- 
horrence for the other, which objects. of 
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14 SERMON VIE 


this kind muſt unavoidably 2 dhe 


again, who ſhould not perceive herſelf 
prompted to a prudent and amiable de- 


meanour, or guarded againſt the contrary, 


by thoſe pictures of diſcretion and excel. 


lence on one hand, of levity and worth- 
leſſneſs on the other, with which ſenti- 


mental and moral writers abound, muſt be 
abfolutely void of decency, or of reflexion, 
To inftance but in one {ubject more; ſhe 


muſt be wholly given up to trifles that can 


purſue them with the ſame fondneſs, after 


having her imagination raiſed, and all her 
faculties expanded, by thoſe wonderful 


repreſentations of the works of God, 


which are contained in many books of 
| Philoſophy and Geography, 1 and 
Travels. Nl 


But now repreſent to yourſelves a young 


lady, whoſe underſtanding is utterly un- 
cultivated, What is there to correct her 


paſſions, or to govern her practice? What 


is there to direct her in her choice of 
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| companions, and diverſions; to guard her 


againſt the follies of her own ſex, and 
the arts of ours; in ſhort, to prevent her 
falling into any or every ſnare, that is or 
may be laid for her? Suppoſe her to have 
received from Nature the ſeeds of common 

ſenſe, Do theſe require no attention to 
raiſe them ? or 's this moſt uſeful plant 
to be reared without the aid of expe- 
rience? But where, or how, is that to 
be obtained by a girl? Muſt ſhe diſcoyer 
the wiles and wickedneſs of libertines by 
converſing with them? Muſt ſhe learn 
how to defend againſt danger by having 
run into it; or how to avoid the blandiſh- 
ments of pleaſure by having felt its bit- 
terneſs? By men the knowledge of the 
world is commonly gathered in it. Very 
different from the ſituation of women is 
theirs in this reſpect; and they, it is to 
be apprehended, often purchaſe a little 
wiſdom at a great expence. By entering 
into any company that tempts, engaging 
in any friendſhip that offers, or accepting 
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what miſchiefs a number of our young 
gentlemen incur. A female that acts 


caſioned to others. But I ſaid, q 


quently fatal conſequences, which theſe 
draw after them. Conſider how trite and 
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of almoſt any creature that happens to 


court them, it is but too well known 


upon the ſame plan is loſt ; and ſhe who | 
would effectually eſcape diſhonour and re- 
morſe, reproach and ridicule, muſt endea- t 
vour to know the world from books, to fl + 
collect experience from thoſe who have ll 


bought it, and to ſhun miſconduct herſelf WM 


by obſerving the calamities it has oc- ff q 


Secondly, That Mental Acquiſition 00 


were of importance to your dignity and Wl w 


figure in life. Conſider, my dear ſiſters, IM gi 


how many women are, in a diſcerning er 
eye, leſſened by their extravagant attach- 
ment to dreſs and toys, to equipage and 


oſtentation; in a word, to all the gaudy 
apparatus of female vanity, together with 
the endleſsly ridiculous, no leſs than fre- 
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childiſh, men of ſenſe muſt neceſſarily 
deem thoſe arts, that are daily practiſed 
on our ſex by multitudes of yours; not 
to ſpeak now of worſe enticements. Con- 
fider the emptineſs, inſipidity, and in- 
elegance of their converſation—how con- 
temptible ! Above all the reſt, conſider 
to Ml the jealouſy and envy, the mean ſuſpicion 
ve and ſhameful malignity, to which we have 
elf ſeen the female breaſt enflaved, and fre- 
c- Wl quently on the ſlighteſt foundation, fre- 
quently on no foundation at all—how 
debaſing! Now from theſe evils the love 
ns of letters, with that liberal caſt of thought 
nd which they are naturally calculated to 
rs, give, would, I am perſuaded, be one pow- 
ing Il erful preervative. 


A young woman ſo worthily, and fo 
happily engaged, will not find leiſure for 
unneceſſary trifles and idle parade: or if 
it were poſſible ſhe ſhould, a conſcious. 
ſuperiority will enable her very much to 


dſpiſe them, Endowed with her powers 
Vol. II. . 
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of pleaſing, ſhe will not find herſelf re- 
duced to the little tricks played off by 
many of her ſex. In the company of her 


friends, ſhe. muſt ever appear with pecu- 
_ liar advantage. In other companies, where 


ſhe leaſt thinks of appearing, an agree- 
able tincture of intelligence, an eaſy cor- 
rectneſs of expreſſion, if it ſhould be pro- 
per for her to take any part in the diſ- 
courſe, will ſtill diffuſe themſelyes. Per- 


| haps too ſhe will deliver herſelf with a 


oraceful, though. modeſt freedom. Her 


letters, or any other compoſition that may 
fall from her pen, will be read with parti- 


cular eagerneſs and approbation ; her cor- 
reſpondence will be prized as an honour, 
and her acquaintance courted as a. privi- 


- lege ; attention will hang upon her words,. 
and reſpect follow in her train. Such a 


woman will know how to entertain and 


charm, beyond the duration of an hour. 


Is it carrying our ideas too far to fay, that, 
in all probability, an emanation of ſenti- 


ment and ſpirit will be viſible in her air 
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and manner, that her mind will radiate in 
her eyes? It may not always, but it will 
often. With regard to thoſe vile paſſions 
before mentioned, which arife from rival- 
© WW ſhip in dreſs, beauty, and the like; as ſhe 
has learnt to value herſelf on better things 
2 than the laſt, the firſt by conſequence will 
not have the ſame hold of her ſoul: be- 
„ des, I ſuppoſe her to have acquired an 


enlargement and generofity, which no- 
* thing but books, or knowledge of the 
r world, or the principles of genuine piety, 
Jean inſpire. 

i- 

of the two latter the operation is in 
"> Wome reſpects defective, without the con- 
1. 


currence of the former. How improving 
ſoever an acquaintance with life may be 

ound on ſome accounts, there are in- 
ſtances, in which it will hurt the feelings 
of the heart; if theſe be not from time 
to time ſoftened and cheriſhed, by the 
more ſoothing repreſentations of men and 
Po upplice by authors of a candid 

c 2 
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ſtrain. It is alſo to be remembered, that, 


in matters of religion, a zeal without 
knowledge has been often deſtructive, and 


is always hurtful. But ſuppoſe no ſuch 


| zeal to take place; ſuppoſe that meekneſs, 
as it certainly ought, makes a part, and a 


large one too, of the pious character in 


any woman; yet without the ſeaſonings 


of a good underſtanding, without ſome- 


thing of that ſalt and poignancy which 


are derived from writers of taſte and 


learning, there will ariſe, in repeated in- 


tercourſe, a ſameneſs and a flatneſs that 
muſt diminiſh efteem, though they may 


not deſtroy affection. Add to this that, 


on a variety of ſubjects, ignorance vil 
inevitably produce a poorneſs and vul- 


garity of thinking, which, to perſons 


whoſe views are nobler, will be rather 
diſguſtful. 


In truth, the acquiſitions we recom- 


mend would prevent or cure moſt of thok 


little prejudices, and little paſſions, which 
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often hurt the ſex in the opinion of their 
beſt friends. Not to inſiſt on what has 
been mentioned more than once, their 
aſtoniſhing prepoſſeſſions in favour of pub- 


„o places, greatly owing to their want of 
* W fomething rational and agreeable to em- 
in 


ploy them at home; what ſhall we ſay of 
© WM that abſurd partiality, which they fre- 


©" Wl quently ſhow for well dreſſed fops, who 
19 pretend indeed to admire them, but are 
0 too frivolous and conceited to admire any, 

m- in good earneſt, but themſelves? Sure- 
5 ly a well informed underſtanding would 


enable women to deſpiſe ſuch infignifi- 
cance; and to give the preference to 
merit, and modeſty, in a plain habit. 


To what ſhall we chiefly impute that 
female curioſity, which has been ſo long, 

and in moſt inſtances, ſo juſtly a topic 
of ſatire? Is it poſſible, that women 
could ſhow ſuch amazing eagerneſs to be 
acquainted with every minute particular 
in the life, character, dreſs, fortune, and 
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circumſtances of others, did they poſſeſs 2 
fund of domeſtic entertainment and libe- 
ral converſation? The original principle, 
by receiving a right direction, might cer. 
tainly be turned into a rich ſource of im- 


provement, that would ſpread increaſing 


luſtre around you. 


That 8 alſo to be aſtoniſhed, 
alarmed, affrighted at trifling accidents, 


| Imaginary evils, or natural events ever ſo 
little unuſual, which, when carried far, 


and frequently recurring, makes a young 
woman appear quite filly, is often the 
effect of ſhallowneſs. Ignorance is prone 


to admire; and admiration readily ſwells 
into a paſſion, or ſinks into a panic: where- 
as an enlightened mind is ſeldom wrought 
up to ecſtacy, and ſeldom overwhelmed by 
terror. | 


The ſame reaſoning will hold in rela- 


tion to the incapacity of keeping a ſecret, 
with which your ſex have been ſo often re- 


le- 
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: OY Thoſe nflniſicanc”- females, 
who are deſtitute of better ideas, will be 


naturally tempted to give themſelves an 
air of conſequence, by communicating 
every piece of information which they hap- 
pen to receive under the notion of ſecrecy. 
But the acquiſition of valuable knowledge 
helps to remove this temptation, by con- 
ferring real-importance, as well as oy ſup- 

plying fitter converſation. 


aun wes women to contemplate the 


fatal conſequences of avarice, ambition, 


vanity, luxury, the violence of love, and 
the fury of revenge, as appearing in the 
ruin of families, the devaſtation of pro- 
vinces, and the fall of empires; is there | 
not reaſon to hope, they would be leſs 
dazzled with thoſe objects, and leſs af- 
fected by thoſe occaſions, that are apt to 
foment ſuch propenſities ; — propenſities 
which, though in their caſe not ſo con- 
ſequential to others, are yet many times 
C4 


extremely degrading, as well as pernici- 


„ 
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ous, to themſelves. 


And with regard to that ignoble diſpoſi- 


tion to ſcandal, by many deemed one of 


the characteriſtic blemiſhes of your ſex; 


you could not poſſibly indulge it ſo often, 


were you furniſhed with a ſufficient com- 
| paſs of obſervation and ſentiment, on ſub- 


jets much more innocent, and ſurely not 


| leſs intereſting, —Not leſs intereſting, did 


I ſay? How, in the name of God, are 
you concerned with the faults of thoſe 


with whom you have no connexion ? or 
| What call have you to remark upon them, 


farther than may be neceſſary to guard 
yourſelves or others againſt their conta- 
gion, or their conſequences ? Are you 
vain of the wit and vivacity which you 
diſplay, or fancy you diſplay, on ſuch 
occaſions? Ah, what ſuperior honour 
would ye acquire from candour, ſweet- 
neſs, and ſelf- correction! But thoſe qua- 
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lities are the offspring of ſelf-know- 
ledge, and a comprehenſion of what is 
truly beautiful and becoming in life. Let 

| me perſuade you, my beloved pupils, with 

all your improvements, . with all your 
, I © gettings, to get” theſe two eſſential 
„parts of Underſtanding.” From them 
\- W will reſult benefits innumerable : this 
- among the reſt ; they will prevent I know 
ot not what affectations, by which many 
id a pretty fool of your ſex is daily expoſed. 


e But why be at all this pains? On 

| theſe points you are under no kind of 
| apprehenſion 3; confident that, wherever 
| you appear, you cannot fail of command- 
ing regard ; ſure that, whenever you are 
| pleaſed to open thoſe lips, which you have 
| heard ſo frequently praiſed, every ear will 
be attentive, and every heart allured. In- 
deed? Are ye very confident, very 
| ſure? ——Take care you be not diſap- 
pointed, It is my duty to tell you, whe- 

ther you will believe it or no, that I have 
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. known many a man, who, in the com. 


pany of women, has applauded that which 


| he inwardly deſpiſed ; and with hypoeri- þ 


tical rapture liſtened to nonſenſe, where 
the ſpeaker was handſome. Obſequiouſ- 
nefs and adulation will attend on youth 
and beauty, But can you be contented 


with an incenſe ſo cheap; an incenſe 
offered to a face or to a ſhape alone; an 


incenſe that does not riſe from the altar 
of the heart; an incenſe, in fine, that is 


laviſhed, with an undiſtinguiſhing hand, 
on every inſignificant image that happens 
to be caſt in a regular mould, and coloured 
with a mixture of white and red? Where, 
alas! is your delicacy? Have you no in- 
genuous pride? Are you ſo very vain, 
(pride and vanity are different things) fo 
very ignorant, after all the admonitions 
you have received, as ſtill to conſtrue flat- 
tery into approbation, and ſmiles into at- 
tachment? But I intreat you, reflect. 


When beauty and youth are gone, and go 


they will—what then? Why, then, all 
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n. : this adulation and obſequiouſneſ S will 


vaniſh with them; and if you be not 
adorned with attractions more ſubſtantial 


and durable, into what neglected things 


| will you have the mortification to ſink ! 


An Accompliſhed Woman can never 


always remain an object of diſtinction 


amongſt her acquaintance, When ſhe 


| was young, ſhe might pleaſe more ; but 
as even then ſhe pleaſed chiefly by her 
mind, the will therefore continue to pleaſe 


| (till, The diſcerning Few at leaſt will 


diſcover in her, beauties which neither 
the inroads of age, nor the ravage of ſick- 
neſs, can deface. When 6c declined in- 
« to the vale of years, ſhe will ſtill, 
from the ſuperiority of her character, 
ſtand forth an exalted figure. Senſe and 
capacity, joined to worth and ſweetneſs, 
are exempted from the condition of all 
things elſe ; which is to loſe their influ- 
ence, when they loſe their novelty. 
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cc The ornament of grace which Wil. 
& dom ſhall give to thy head,” will not 
appear with leſs real luſtre, when in- 
firmity ſhall cauſe that head to ſhake, 
& The crown of glory which ſhe ſhall 
ce deliver to thee,” will in Reaſon's eye 
receive new dignity from grey hairs : or 
rather, according to our inſpired author, 
. thoſe © prey hairs are” themſelves « 1 
e crown of glory, _ found | in the 
« way of righteouſneſs.” | 


Do ye know a ee far advanced in 


life, but yet farther in virtue and under- 


ſtanding, who with mild inſinuation em- 
ploys them to render wiſe and happy 
thoſe about her, eſpecially the young; 
who for ſuch in particular makes every 
kind allowance, not forgetting thoſe early 
days, when ſhe too ſtood in need of in- 
dulgence; who, when her health will 
permit, takes pleaſure in ſeeing herſelf 
ſurrounded by a circle of youth inno- 
cently gay, condeſcending even to mix 
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in their little ſports, and by a graceful 


complacency of look, and pleaſing remain- 


der of ancient humour, to encourage and 
| promote their harmleſs amuſement. Do 


you know ſuch a woman ? Then ſpeak 
your opinion freely. Will this youth- 
ful circle be in any danger of de- 
ſpiſing her, becauſe ſhe is old? On 
the. contrary, will they not contend 
with one another, who ſhall pay her 


| moſt veneration, who ſhall ſtand higheſt 


in her affection? Can you conceive a 
character more reſpectable, and at the 
ſame time more amiable ? What is 
there good or excellent, to which ſhe 


will not have it in her Pee to win 
dem? 


And now think of a decayed beauty, 
who in the height of her bloom, and the 
career of her conqueſts, truſted ſolely to 
that bloom, and neyer dreamt of ſecuring 
taoſe conqueſts, ſuch as they were, by 
any thing more ſolid and abiding. Inex- 


—— — — 


30 SERMON vir. 


the would fain, if poſſible, keep up the 
appearance of them ſtill, How? By 
conſtrained vivacity, by a juvenile dreſs, 
by that affectation of allurement and im- 


ward and unnatural. Place her in the 
young aſſembly we have juſt ſuppoſed. 
There let her endeavour to ſparkle, as in 
| the days of old; there let her lay traps 
for admiration amidſt the wrinkles of 


choly at the ſame moment! What girl, 
or what boy of them all, will not be 
ſtruck with the impropriety ? Every mark 
of decay, every ſymptom of change, wil 
be traced and examined with acuteneſs, Ner- 
No part of her figure will be overlooked, 
not a ſingle flip in her behaviour forgiven: 
whereas, if warned by the effects of time, 
ſhe prudently gave up to her juniors all et. 


preſſibly mortified that both are at an end, 


portance, which we fo readily pardon to 
the prime of life, but which in its de- 
cline is univerſally condemned as auk- 


age, How ludicrous, and how melan- 


competition of looks and fhow, and 
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| fudied. only to make herſelf agreeable by 

her converſation and manners; there is 
ſcarcely one of thoſe little crities that 
would ever reflect upon her years, or 
that would not be delighted with her 
good ſenſe, and obliging deportment.— 
„No, my young friends, nothing can fave 
ou from contempt at that period, if 
he Wuring this you be not at pains to im- 


ed. prove your minds. She who is, ſhall in 

in ne ſenſe, and that the beſt, be always 8 
aps {Woung. 

of 


If ſhe ſhould continue fingle, and her 
tuation, or her choice, ſhould lead her to 
Itvate but few acquaintance, amongſt 
em ſhe muſt ever be loved and valued. 
ſhe ſhould be married, and to a man of 
lerable judgment, with tolerable temper, 
ed, vill count himſelf happy in ſuch an 
ociate; he will cven be proud of thoſe 
ents in her which do honour to his 
ion, I have always remarked, that | 
men of capacity and elegance have 
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poſſeſſed the hearts of their huſbands ; in 
a degree which is not common; I mean, 
where thoſe huſbands had any worth ot 
diſcernment. You will eaſily imagine, 
that I ſuppoſe the women in queſtion too 
wiſe, and too excellent, to affect ſupe. 
riority; or not to give their partners al 
6 the credit and conſequence poſſible, on 
every occaſion. Between men and wo- 
men there is ſeldom any rivalſhip in 

what relates merely to intellect; nor are 
the former ever much hurt by any con- 
ſcious inferiority in that reſpect, where 
the latter do not ſhow themſelves, eſpe- 
cially before company, I or pre. 
tending. 


I muſt not forget to ſubjoin how much 
the Mental Improvements, now enforced, 
will contribute to adorn and animate the 
companion, to direct and dignify the 


miſtreſs, to accompliſh the mother andi 


-. he friend, to ſpread a charm over the 
Whole matrimonial ſtate, and to rehiev 


| tt 
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WE thoſe duller hours that are Apt to ſteal 
„on the moſt delightful. condition of hu- 
' WH manity. 


Nor can I diſmiſs this part of the ar- 
gument, without mentioning what has 
often appeared to me one very remark- 
able inſtance, amongſt many that hiſtory 
records, of the tranſcendent power to cap- 
tivate and preſerve eſteem, which Intel- 
lectual Accompliſhments, worthily ex- 


of Madam Maintenon, the celebrated 
favourite and wife of Lewis the Four- 
enth. 


This monarch, hats with firong pro- 
penſities to pleaſure, bred in its very lap, 
indulged from the beginning in all his 
paſhons, early poſſeſſed of unlimited power, 
conſtantly accuſtomed to the moſt exqui- 
lite flattery, formerly drunk with ſucceſs 
md glory, always courted by the female 


e with every art that beauty, wit, or 
rn II. | D 


erted, confer upon a woman. It is that 
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ambition could employ, in his intercourſe 


h with them ſtill addicted to novelty and h 
change—this very monarch, not yet ar- ; 
rived at the age of fifty, in full health, a 
environed with all the ſplendor of a moſt 
brilliant court, read in little elſe beſide 5 
comedies and novels, finds in the conver- P. 
ſation of that lady, whoſe origin was not 2 
high, whoſe fortunes had been always low, 1 

and who was now older than himſelf 4 | 
by ſeveral years—finds, I ſay, i in her con- inc 

verſation ſuch innocence, ſuch ſweetneſs, 8 


ſuch unequalled charms of taſte and WY. 
intelligence, as induce him to break off 9 
every engagement of a voluptuous kind, lei 
and to enter with her into the moſt 
honourable of all connexions, in which 
he appears to have maintained his fidelity 
to the laſt, Madam Maintenon had from 
her youth improved herſelf by reading, 
and the beſt company, whom her beauty 
and talents drew about her, in a country 
where the ſociety of the women is much 

more e regarded than | in this, Lewis Was 
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| Eft attracted by the extraordinary ſpirit 
| and elegance of her letters; ; and then ab- 
| folutely fixed by her ſentiments, her at- 
tention, and her ſubmiſſion. T heſe were 
a balm to his ſoul, tormented by domeſtic, 
perſonal, and political chagrins. In theſe 
he obtained a relief from that wearineſs 
and wretchedneſs, which the pomps and 
pleaſures of the world had ſerved only to 
1007 while they promiſed to pre- 
vent or cure them. We do not find, 
that this illuſtrious lady was fond of 
faſhionable diverſions : her books and ber 
work were the principal amuſements of her 
lilure. 


But it is time to proceed to our laſt 
Point, namely, the uſefulneſs of Mental 
quiſitions to your comfort and felicity. 
Wind here it is worthy your obſervation, 
What the Moſt High, having formed his 
tional offspring for a happineſs more re- 


enſes alone, has wiſely made the grati- 


D 2 


ned and noble than the indulgence of = 
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fications thence ariſing in a great mea- 
ſure momentary. To prolong theſe in- 
ferior enjoyments, is the laborious taſk 
of the flaves of appetite and fancy | in 
league with each other. But as it is un- 
dertaken in oppoſition to the deſign of the 
Almighty, and proſecuted in defiance of 
his laws, it muſt ever be vain. They f 
only fatigue themſelves in the attempt. ; 
From efforts beyond her ſcope aud powers, . 
Nature will always recoil. Satiated with f 
external pleaſures, ſhe turns inward. Ex- 
periencing there a void, which the whole | 
ſyſtem of matter cannot fill, the i j 
prompted by an innate ambition to aſpire 


1 
1 
| 
| 
| 
4 
| 
| 


after higher objects. Her ſpiritual facul-Wſ * 

ties, and divine extraction, point her to 6 

| the world of ideas. From that, and“ 
| from what may be called the Commerce 5 
| of Minds, ſhe wiſhes to derive her chief a 
| ſatisfaction. But you will eaſily con- . 
ceive, that ſuch commerce cannot be ; 

carried on to any extent, nor with any ; : 

1 


! 
' 
: 
| 
3 
; 
1 
| 


variety, without a competent ſtore of tht 
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goods proper to it; thoſe, I mean, which 
| experience and UE DION genius and rea- 
oning, diſcourſe and memory, have ac- 
cumulated and laid up in the writings of 
different ages, as in ſo many convenient 
| repoſitories, for the uſe of all who are 


willing to avail themſelves of this better 


wealth. They who are not, muſt ne- 


cellarily labour under much. internal 


| poverty. Accordingly, how do they 
| train to ſupply the needful demands of 
| converſation, when in company ; and 


when alone, how do they ſtruggle to 
elude, becauſe they cannot content, the 


| cravings of the immortal mind! To the 


want of this proviſion, and the incapa- 
city of ſuſtaining the weight of their 
own ſpirits preſſing upon them in ſolitude, 


| muſt we not principally impute their im- 


patience for all manner of entertainments, | 
that may help to fill up the painful blanks 


| of time, without any conſiderable ex- 


pence of that which they can leaſt 
ord- thought? But this expedient is 


D'3 
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merely temporary, and extremely im- 
perfect. Diverſion long continued is 


drudgery; and ſtill the ſoul falls back 


upon Perfelf. 


Now! if in the intervals of leiſure you 
can with reliſh repair to books, you need 
never be at a loſs. You may happily 
avoid, if you will, the toils of reſtleſs 
amuſement, and the ſighs of immoderate 


mirth. Excuſe this laſt expreſſion. Have 


N you not ſometimes proved the truth of 
Solomon's remark, that © even in laugh- 


c ter the heart is ſorrowful.” Have you 


not now and then perceived a ſigh to ſteal 


from you, when oppreſſed and exhauſted 
by frequent burſts of merriment ? —If 


the who is in love with reading ſhould, 


on particular occaſions, be led into ſcenes 
of that kind, with what redoubled ardour 
will ſhe return to filence and ftudy ! 


From the noife, buſtle, and barrenneſs 
of modern converſation, with what ex- 


alted pleaſure will ſhe betake herſelf to 


thi 
ad! 
ſtil 


in 


1» 
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the ſociety of the celebrated dead, or of 
admired authors yet alive, where all is 
fill, ſerene, and delightful! After be- 
ing diſguſted with the nauſeous, or the 
meagre diet, ſerved up in moſt companies, 
where low ſcandal, or mere town-talk, 
ſupply the place of urbanity and ſenſe; 
how rich and regaling will ſhe find that 
repaſt, which her Ubrary is always ready 
to furniſh ! 


There ſhe will not fail of meeting with 
food of every different flavour, whether 
of a lighter or more ſolid ſubſtance, 
agreeable to her preſent inclination ; at 
the ſame time that nothing is forced upon. 
her, and ſhe is left at liberty, not only to 
vary the entertainment as often and as 
much as ſhe pleaſes, but alſo to riſe from 
it whenever ſhe will. Hiſtorians, Philoſo- 
piers, Orators, and Poets, the beſt writers 
of every claſs, within her compaſs, are 
ever prepared to gratify without con- 
ſraint or ceremony her intellectual taſie. 


I 4 


40 SERMON VIII. 


Nor will they take offence at any prefe. 
rence, which at any time ſhe may be di. 


poſed to make. She can never intrude up. 


on them at an improper ſeaſon, nor ap- 
pear to leave them with abruptneſs : And 
when ſhe does leave them, inſtead of 
room for uneaſy retroſpect, the manner 
In which ſhe has been employed will be 
productive of ſelf- approbation. She will 
feel her ſoul nouriſhed and ſtrengthened, 
her ſpirits cheared and elevated, or colle&- 
ed and compoſed. The duties of life ſhe 
will go about with freſh reſolution, and a 
| quicker comprehenſion of what becomes 
her. To congenial minds her attachment 


will be increaſed, With them ſhe will 


enjoy, as often as ſhe has opportunity, 
ſentimental and friendly delight, the cir- 
culation of thought, the reciprocation of 
confidence, 


« 'The feaſt of reaſon, and the flow of ſoul.” 


And theſe, my friends, are ſatisfactions 
which depend not on youth, nor on the 
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„ Jadvantages peculiar to it : ſatisfactions 
c. Which, in ſome reſpects at leaſt, will grow 
„Vith your growing years; and which, in 
b. every caſe, will ſurvive the tranſient 
id ower of beauty. Let me again remind 


of ou of the period of its decay. Of 


er that period you cannot be reminded too 
de Noſten. 


a Nadmiration, will diſperſe like flies at the 


ez Napproach of winter. In a little they will 
orget you, as if you had never been; or 


remember you only to ſay to every one 
they meet, how much you are. altered, 
jr. ut what words can paint the deſolation 


of Hof ber, who finds herſelf thus forſaken and 
Whiſed, without any reſource i e eee 


39 breaſt? 
ns think T ſee her flying to her glaſs, 
he ay after day, to obſerye whether that 


d, When it arrives, thoſe hollow-hearted 
+. Wnen, that for their own ends now ſwarm. 
he about you with every ſemblance of love or 


a 
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flatterer will prove more conſtant, A 5 
firſt ſhe is aſtoniſhed, ſhe is ſhocked, x 3 
the ſtupidity of thoſe men, who can be. 
come inſenſible to a face or a form like 
hers ? But in a little that once ſoothing 
glaſs, which was wont to tranſport het 
with the reflected image of herſelf, be. 

gins to withdraw its flatteries too. She! 
is alarmed and depreſſed. She ſeeks con- 
ſolation from ſome low dependant, who, 
with a grave face and glozing accent, al. 

' ſures her ſhe is handſomer than ever; while 
the mercenary wretch fecretly laughs her 
to ſcorn. Every artifice of dreſs, all the 
ſeduction of ornament, is ſtudied and 

_ practiſed with more exquiſite ſolicitude, 

She views herſelf on every fide : the 

| waſte ſeems repaired. Her ſpirits riſe; 
ſhe is overjoyed. With renewed expeCta- 
tion the ſallies forth: ſhe dances her uſual 
round: ſome one in pity tells her hoy 

well ſhe looks: the evening is paſt in 
triumph. She returns home exhauſted 


f be 
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i 
Wy, faint; her eyes are ſunk; the wrinkles 


. ſſtartled, terrified, falls into a rage. The 
ſelf, ſubſides. The uſual methods are 


ter diſguiſe nature, and deceive the be- 
holder—what a diſcovery! Thus be- 


a. Ween the viciflitudes of hope and fear, 


ff exultation and deſpondence, on a ſub- 
ect to her weak unfurniſhed mind the 
V oſt intereſting of all others, ſhe is 


olent perturbation, conſpiring with the 
adition of years, ſhe is conſigned over to 
eſpair, the heart-overwhelming deſpair, 
being ever praiſed more for thoſe un- 


oung woman of reflection would not 
revent ſuch ridiculous diſtreſs? But 


— —_————— 
end Romney Ee of or RI I * by 


or is conſulted again. She iS pale ſick- 
4 per- more than ever. Again ſhe is 
Norm burſts on her domeſtics, ſpends it- 


: þ. tured, to make her up; and if ſome 
mew expedient is ſuggeſted, that can bet- 


niſerably toſſed; till by ſuch repeated and 


apy charms, which ſhe at length per- 
ives are beyond recovery loſt, — What 


n you think of any way to prevent it, 
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ſo efficacious as turning betimes your prin. ſ 
Cipal attention to your better part? Tha 2 
even in this way you ſhall become wholly | 
indifferent, about the decline of an ay. 
pearance which uſed to give your fem 
as well as yourſelves pleaſure, I will ng 


affirm. But if ſo high a ſtrain of phib. 


ſophy be hardly practicable, {till however 
I think you muſt acknowledge, that th: 
advances of age will be ſupported much 


the more eaſily for ſuch preparation. In 
the mean while, how many vexations, that 
harraſs and diſtract the greater part o 
your ſex, will be thus obviated by 


you! 


In truth, moſt of the grievances con. 


plained of by mortals are felf-creatcd 
They proceed from that fondneſs d 
fancy, which gives conſequence to tritics 
or from thoſe guſts of paſſion, whid 
produce agitation without cauſe, hu 
next to the power of religion, can you 
imagine any mcans of avoiding both © 
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5 Ito which I would now perſuade you? 


. probable, a as the wiſe and calm purſuits 


permit me, my much loved hearers, to 
b Z ſucceed. Defer not, by the cultivation 


Fin a ſtore of enjoyment and comfort, 
3 when all abroad 1s unſolacing and in- 
5 change and diffolution. You yourſelves 


are oliding-inſenfibly down the current of 


E nity; and can you bear the thoughts of 
| reſigning a paſſage as important as it is 


. mort, to the blind impulſe of chance, ca- 
cl. price, and ignorance ? Or ſuppoſe you 
a are ſo far careful of conſequences, as to 
ici fecure a ſafe arrival; can ye, like illi- 
5 | terate and incurious mariners, ſailing by 
ut 


ſome beautiful coaſt, be ſatished to burry 
Jeg along, without attending to the various 
proſpeAs and numerous objects, which 


i Wo! your minds, as well as hearts, to lay 


ſuch as you can repair to in ſecret, 


1 Every thing external is haſtening to 


time. You are on your paſſage to eter- 


ia — 
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Nature and Art have ſpread out befor 
| you or without taking advantage of the 
beſt aſſiſtance you can find on your vo. 
age, to improve in whatever is inſtruQiy, 
ornamental, and praiſe- worthy ? Hay 
ye forgotten, that, when landed on the 
bliſsful ſhore, your felicity will bear ng 
inconſiderable proportion to your preſent 
attainments in knowledge; that the moſt 
enlarged underſtandings, where the dil. 
poſitions have been of a piece, will be re. 
warded by the nobleſt diſcoveries ; in ſhort, 
that they who ſhine now with the faireſ 
lights of wiſdom ſhall, like the more 
diſtinguiſhed ſtars of heaven, be crowned 
hereafter with ſuperior ſplendor ? 
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On F Cale Piety 


| A bich becometh women prof: eſſing Gods 
lines. 


P RO V. xxxi. 30. 
| Favour is deceitful, and beauty is wain : 


but a woman that feareth the Lord, N | 
55 be Praiſed. 
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HE frailty of women has been 
frequently a topic of triumphant de- 
clamation. On this ſubje& much unkind 
wit has been diſplayed; and many a dull 
farcaſm is daily added, and widely circu- 
lated, with an air of conſcious ſatisfac- 
| tion, Hardly can one go into a company 
of men, where licentiouſneſs of tongue 
| pales for freedom of converſation, with- 
out hearing the poor women abuſed for 
Vor, II. E 
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their worthleſsneſs, or weakneſs, or bot 
it noble to exult over them on that ac. 


count, and in their abſence too, when : 
they have not an opportunity of defending x 


pity and ſupport the weak? Yet ata 
all, how does it appear that any fingulu 


lar infirmity ? 


men. But is not the ſame ching to h 


ſured with equal rigour? If many un ; 
happy females run into ſuch “ exceſs oi 


ſeem to juſtify the obſervation, that ther 
is nothing fo profligate as a vicious we 
man; may it not be frequently imputes 
to their being driven almoſt to a ſtated 


But ſuppoſing them particularly frail, i . 


themſelves? Should not the ſtrong rath«M 


ſtrength of reſolution belongs to our ſeri 
or that yours ſtand chargeable with peck 


The loſs of virtni is, no doubt, often 
followed with extreme depravity in vo 
ſeen amongſt men; although it is notre 


marked with the ſame attention, or cen 


< riot, and ſuperfluity of naughtineſs,” 
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; deſpair ? Forſaken as they are by the 
vretches that ruined them, abandoned. by 


I dreading the ſcorn of their own ſex, 
tuous part of ours; what can be expect- 


+» ® >s 7 


uith baſe aſſociates, and bitter poverty ? 8 
Do I then plead the cauſe of vice? God 


wo and miſery of beings, who to us ſhould 
be objects of ſo much compaſſion ; I ſay to 


cen of this very guilt and miſery, while the 
un elt are all likewiſe * to 8⁰ 
Lay, 


7 

then "I 1 ſhall probably be aſked, Does 
woot the apoſtle Peter expreſsly ſtyle the 
voman the weaker veſſel? He does; 
ate out in che ſame ſenſe that thoſe veſſels 
24 


: | their relations, if any they have, common- 


3 and often too little conſidered by. the vir- 
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ed, in general, from N who haue 


8 nropelled by evil baits, co-operating gen 


forbid. But I cannot endure that want a - 
candour, which would aggravate the guilt 


Us, of whom many are the firſt authors 
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are ſo fiyled, which being of finer mate. 
-rials, or more delicate conſtruction, and 
therefore eaſily broken or hurt, are for 
that reaſon, and for the regard alſo which 
people have for them, uſed with particulat 
tenderneſs. That this is his meaning is 
manifeſt from the paſlage referred to, 
where he ſays, „Give honour unto' the 
„wife as unto the weaker veſſel.“ Why 
honour on that ſcore, if the epithet 
| Weaker is not to be underſtood as I hare | { 
now, according to the beſt Interpreters K 
explained „„ c 


But does not St. Paul, ſome verſes aſter 
the text from Timothy, obſerve, that 

: ec Adam was not deceived, but the wo. 
„e man being deceived was in the tran: 
e oreffion ?? True: it does appear fron 
the hiſtory, that © the ſerpent,” as ou 
| apoſtle ſays elſewhere, „ beguiled Fit 
through his ſubtilty;“ and that tir 
man, though aware of the deceit, wa 
by his fondneſs for his deluded yet fil 


foc 
| aft 
OUl 


= 
— 


fil 


woman to that ſnare by which ſhe was 
ſeduced ? Paſſions, it muſt be owned, ex- 


tremely culpable in their nature, and fatal 


in their conſequences; but not the paſ- 


ſions for which her daughters have been 
indiſcriminately blamed. In reality, the 


reſolute ſpirit and perſevering vigilance, 


| with which great numbers of women pre- 
| ſerve their honour, while ſo few men in 
compariſon are reſtrained by the laws of 


continence, ſeem to me no flight proof that 


| the former poſſeſs a degree of fortitude 
1 e of praiſe. 


But what is all this to the 3 of 


our preſent meditation? Much every 
way. I meant it as my firſt argument 


in behalf of Female Piety; and on what 


footing it ſtands I will proceed to ſhow, 
| after remarking that the perſons to whom 


our text from St. Paul is addreſſed, are by 


him ſuppoſed to profeſs a reſpect for re- 


'E3 
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lovely partner, drawn into the ſame tranſ- 
orefion. But what was it that expoſed the 
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ligion, .. As becotheth Whrtteti proſefing 
o Godlineſs :” 2 ſuppoſition we ate will. 
ing to make 1 in your favour, my beloved 


hearers ; ; io far, I mean, as to retider it 
unneceſſary to inculcate that” | profefflon 
from thoſe general notions of truth and 
duty, which, with a few exceptions, 1 
do hope you readily acknowledge. In- 


ſicad of this, our reaſoning and exhorta- 


tions will turn chiefly on ſuch principles 
and facts as relate more immediately to 
your ſex, ſituation, and time of life, 
conſidered in conjunction with the cha- 
racter and manners of the age. 


And now liv the argument already ſug- 
geſted, you will be more ſenſible of its 
force by attending to the following ob- 
ſervations ; * hat the firmneſs, with which 
ſo many of you guard your virtue, being 
transferred to the practice of Piety at 
large, will, by God's aſſiſtance, contri- 
bute to render it eaſy and delightful; 
that the conſiderations of Religion will, 
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n their turn, ſupport and chear you under 


A the reſtraints of -canſcience and decorum; 3 


. that you will hence derive the mighty 


ſatisfaction of the divine approbation 


1 amidſt the cenſures of the uncharitable, 


and the divine protection againſt the 
| machinations of the ungodly; and, in 
7 the laſt place, that the injuſtice, unkind- 
E neſs, and treachery of the world, ſhould 
engage you to greater prudence, purity, 
and devotion. EY 


C 
4 practice of real Piety requires no ſmall 


Z reſolution. and perſeverance. Is it not 


likewiſe certain that in what concerns 
their reputation, many young women 
poſſeſs a large ſhare of theſe? Let them 


but apply this to the diſcharge of their 


f duty as chriſtians, and the happieſt 
b effects will enſue; uniformity, facility, 


end joy in eg. What cannot cou- 


rage and conſtancy atchieve? In the 
point to which 1 altude, you are often 
E 4 
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heroines. Your life is a ſeries of ſelf. 
denial.. But ſelf-denial from right prin- 
ciples is the perfection of chriſtianity, 
Do but act on theſe principles throughout, 
and you ſhall one day walk with your 82. 
viour in white: he will confeſs your names 
as worthy before his Father and before his 

angels: you ſhall follow the Lamb whi. 
|  therloever he goeth, ſinging to your golden 
harps a new ſong, expreſſive of ſignil 
triumph and praiſe. 


It has been ſaid of women, and I be. 
lieve with truth, that they are remark- 
ably ſteady to their purpoſe. Let it be 
ſeen that you are ſo in what is good, 
And © let not your good be evil ſpoken 
of,“ on account of any thing that 
might give ground to ſuſpect you con. 
troul your paſſions in one way only, and 
that too from no higher principle than the 
fear of ſhame. By a noble command « 


yourſelves in other points, where ths} 


conſideration cannot be ſuppoſed to ope 
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nate ſo ſtrongly, make it appear that you 
| are governed by religious as * as pru- 
Lential motives. 


any one wiſe, or uſeful conſideration, 


your minds to lie more open to the effica- 
| cy of the next. So far as mere reputa- 


Uitical maxims. But in the ſight of God, 
and at the bar of conſcience, how vaſt the 
difference! In that day when the ſecrets 


en it avail you, if the decency of your be- 
nat i haviour ſhould be found to have proceed- 
n- Wed from no nobler ſpring than the deſire 
nd WF of ſaving appearances? Who can ex- 


tie WW preſs the horror of a female hypocrite at 


of Wth:t all-revealing period, when, ftript of 
ths every diſguiſe, ſhe ſhall be pointed out to 
pe- ne congregated univerſe as an infamous 


We would not leſſen the influence of 


| from the fide of this world: but we wiſh 


tion goes, it is much the ſame to a Wo- 
man, whether the regularity of her con- 
duct be the reſult of pious or of po- 


of all hearts ſhall be laid open, what will 
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ſuality, at the very time that the affectel 
the ſtricteſt virtue, treated indiſcretion ig 5 . 
others with the ſeverity due to vice alone i 
| had no allowances to make for hum Wh, 
 frailty, and with ſupercilious diſdain lock - 

ed down on many of her ſex not half ü 
wicked as herſelf? 40 29 


ſo, with reſpect to inward conflis, i 
is properly the diſcipline of the paſſion, 


muſt begin and end. What pity, m 


your greateſt enemies cannot deny, ſhoull 


ſanctity, by being excluded from that v 


$$ SERMON IX. : 
creature, -whoſe ſoul was enflaved to ſen : 


Let it be carefully remembered, du 
as, in what regards outward trials, the . 
goſpel is literally the doctrine of the croſs; 


Here, in truth, the religion of à chriftia 


honoured pupils, if you who have thit 
amazing power over the exterior of you 
deportment, if you who offer to a ſpot 
Jeſs name thoſe continual ſacrifices which 


after all loſe the reward of undiflembkt 


ſion of God, which Jeſus has promiſed # 


e pure in heart! What pity, in the 


Wencrally allowed to exert itſelf - on the 


Pat ſuch ſacrifices ſhould not, by the 
onſolations of devotion, be ſweetened, 
Sonſecrated, and turned into ſo many 
Purces of ſublime enjoyment : 557 
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: Viſe ſaid, that the conſiderations of Ro- 
; Neion will conduce mightily to ſupport 
: nd chear you under the reſtraints of 
: Pbriety and decorum. in proportion as 
Whoſe conſiderations are made more fami- 


|, till at length they in a manner change 


Wy as . are ornamental. 


— 
os 


| Fpilofophy of Jeſus, one glorious diſtinc- 
on is this; that the latter not only diſ- 


= 


&--in while, that ſuch power is not more 


ple theatre of a life truly virtuous z and 


IM this wade me of having like- 


. jar, will theſe reftraints become leſs pain- 


: er nature, and ſeem like ſilken bands, 
at even while they confine you, are as 


Between all other ohiloſophy and on 
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6 SERMON IX, 
plays a higher ſtandard of moral e 
lence, but alſo communicates ſuperig 2 
powers of virtuous action. To the fang 
world, with the great tranſactions of tl 
ductory to it, are there unveiled. The 


divine pardon and eternal life, as * ch 


« gift of God through Jeſus Chriſt,” a 


e —— £29 0 


there exhibited with all the beauty d 
ſimplicity, and energy of truth: 


and to ſuch as view it in that lil 


concluſions of Reaſon it ſuperadds ti: 
bright difcoveries of Faith. The futuM 


ſupreme adminiſtration, which are into ] 


the vanity, and withal the importance « 
the preſent ſtate, is unfolded. Ther 


enſured and aſcertained to obedient bs 
lievers. The hiſtory of the Redeemer if 


hiſtory, my dear hearers, equally in 
portant to all that read it, and to thi 
that read it with a ſerious unprejudict 
diſpoſition, unſpeakably affecting; a li 
ſtory, which involves the moſt extet 
ſive and laſting intereſts of human natur 


carries with it, beyond all other writin 
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iital, home- felt, and heart-awakening 


1 
nfluence. The ingenuous breaſt, in- 
il W:med by the friendſhip, and penetrated 
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Sy the ſpirit of Jeſus, burns with the 
Noe ſof virtue, and heaves with the hope 
Pe ſalvation. Jeſus is the pattern of vir- 

ue: gratitude is one of its worthieſt in- 
Tentives; and faith, which is the funda- 
ental principle of the whole ſyſtem, 
F-ith in the mercy and acceptance of the 
Univerſal Father, through the mediation 
ff his meritorious Son, by whom he is 
arrying on a ſcheme of grace, that com- 
Prehends all ſincere penitents of what- 
yer name or nation, throughout all ſuc- 
eſſive ages—this Faith, I ſay, imparts to 
feeble and deſponding creatures a ſtrength 
and encouragement that no other ſyſtem 
ould ever inſpire, 15 


Nor are theſe ideas beyond the ordi- 
hary reach of female underſtanding. 
They depend not on a nice chain of 
reaſoning, nor on the abſtruſe reſearches 
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have been diſguiſed by the dreams of ty 
| ſchools, to conceive them as they are H 


by no means neceſſary. Connected wil 
F acts the moſt aſtoniſhing to the imaging 
tion, and Sentiments the moſt touchin 


1 


Gon: of God, do ye in good earnd 
believe in the Holy Ghoſt, in the cathy 
lic church, in the. communion of ſaints 
in the forgiveneſs of ſins, in the ref 
rection of the body, in the life ever 


and the life, the all-ſufficient ſacrifice, tit 
all-prevailing advocate, the meek, ti 
lowly, and the loving maſter, as well # 


forth in ſcripture, maſculine intellects af 


to the heart, they ſeem to lie particulaj 
level to the beſt characters among youre 
In ſhort, to feel their tendency, and ex 
perience their operation, a modeſt, {ui 
ceptible, and affectionate mind is 4 


Permit me to ak you, as in the pre 


laſting, in Him who is the reſurreQia 
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| ahi 1 devout eee 1 been 
he, and the other wonderful objects of 
briſtianity, together with the grand 


ll 
rinciples of natural religion? To both 
o ye frequently join the heaven- moving 


Worce of fervent prayer, the powerfully 


Lonbined influences of public worſhip, | 
nd: the ſweetly ſupporting communica- 


Pons of holy friendſhip? Then ſay, 
hether you can ever be at a loſs for 


otives to animate, or for aids to ſecond 


Pour endeavours after wiſdom and virtue? 


Purely no. 


Wiſdom and virtue are beautiful forms, 
id for their own intrinſie worth un- 
ueſtionably entitled to all poflible love 
nd veneration. But little acquainted 
th the human heart are they, who 
yould build the morals of mankind on 
is fingle baſis. Decency of charaQer, 
Wiznity of conduct, the honours due to 


wperance, integrity, benevolence, mag 


— 
— 3 
— 
— 
_ - 


5 el fs - — Ja "5. Al + FEES 
. SY eds, Be EC bo <—S Roo 
3 LA — $6.64 — ** - To” 

= - 2 — * 4 * 

2 *. Ne 

2 — — 2 
A — 


— ——u— ed * 
Ve 4 E FAM”. 7 © 
. PP 
. 
N a . . 2 2 Af 
8 


— 
morn 


n 


1 
T 
„ 
1 
aa 
wn 
5 * 
N 
197 
IF. 
9 "> 
 V s 
i n 
' WK. Ie 
A oy i l 
v5 V — 11 
bi Bo, Be? 1% 
þ . 
N 5 
1 1 
5 n 
5 . 
een 1H 
! Me 
I > 152 
* * 4 k 
1 * 
1 . 
e o 
: a * 
. oo. 
br * 
4 . w £ i 
5: TE 14 
_— 7 7. 
%: ; 
2 . 2] 13 4 {3X 
6 155 
. 1 
ary 
4 n 4 1 * b 1 
"= I; 
T1 3 7 Be : 
e 
% F * 18 
n J 
i: 547 
B ? q 0 
4 44 4 
* by _ $ . 
1 y 
W 
9 I» . 
e 
4 AFR 
. Sk 
7 
1 
4 : 
: * 
9 * 
5 ? 4 + L 
N 2 ? 
1 
74 \ : 
x 3 LEY 
q ? 1 
1 < l 
9 4 v 2 
14 a. J 
r 
= RE 
5 N 
1 . » 1 
Y 5 q 
ws 
. 
* N 4 * 
<q ” Wa; 4 
7 
i | 
* : = US 
* 1 
bo. PR 3 
v 7 1 
5 "3. a : 
*. $5 "Y F 
2 1777 1 
=O — 75 1 
— \ 
* x 
Wo wg N 1 
WITS OY 3; T6 
WEI + - by , > 
MES 1 
. * 
1 5 
3 8 * 
£ i 
. 2 
8. 
7 


raeaſon than to ſcripture, where the bey 


: neſs and truth to the ſole ſtrength of ſu 
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nanimity, and other qualities of that wil 
der, are ideas as ſolid as they are refine 
and which ought certainly to be cheriſh. 
by all who are capable of comprehending 
their moment. To offer to deprecal 
them is vile, and not more repugnanty 


ties of holineſs are expreſsly named, a 
© whatſoever things are venerable, loyeh 

© and of good report, are, as nie 
| tioned in a former diſcourſe, recommenſ 
ed in ſo many words. But yet, on 
other hand, conſidering the paſſions, di 
orders, and debility of beings, ſitua 
as we are; to truſt the cauſe of righteau 


arguments — what is it, but hazardy 
the moſt valuable intereſts in the yall 
on a bottom utterly unequal to ſo precg 
a freight ? 


A few ſelect ſpirits, more liberal! 
elevated than uſual, may, in their prop 
towards perfection, derive ſome ca 
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6 ? ordinary affiſtances from ' theſe ſublimer 
peculations; at leaſt when not under 
ery dificult or delicate circumſtances of 
Wcmptation,. But what, think ye, would 
Jecome even of Them; much more, what 
ould become of the far greater part, 
hen immediately under ſuch circum- 
ances, did not religion ſtep in to their 
Id with her more forcible and ſtriking 
nctions, founded on their hopes and 
ars for futurity, as theſe are connected 
ith a ſenſe of the Almighty's inſpec- 
dn, and a faith in the illuſtrious facts 
revelation? How little in general 
re the philoſophers of antiquity them 
ves influenced' by the ſyſtem in queſ- 
dn, with whatever pomp they profeſſed, 
with whatever eloquence they diſplay- 
lit! Some of them, it is true, were 
en of great virtues, as well as great 
ceptions; while the reſt were ſtrik- 
examples, how much eaſier it is to 
than to act well, and that to re- 
Vo. II. e 
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form the world there is wanted a divine 
power Want reaſon alone. 


ſons, who have had the misfortune to h 


| Notices of nature, go aſtray much mor 
frequently, than others on whom th 
principles of Piety have been early au 


mean to inſinuate, that many hopeſi 
children have been loſt, through the in 
prudent efforts of their well meaning 


good by ſevere confinement and conſta 
admonition. Thoſe children alone . 
be truly good, and are likely to continu 
ſo, who are at once enamoured of thei 


With regard to the caſe 1 now before i 
it may be obſerved that thoſe young pe, 


in a great meaſure left to the comma 


judiciouſly impreſſed. 


When I fay judiciouſly impreſſed, 


but ill informed parents, to make they 


duty, awed by their Maker, and devote 
to the fecuring of that life and in 
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« mortality which are brought to Light 
; 0 through the goſpel. "Y | 


brated youth was guarded againſt the 


ligion, I ſpeak of Joſeph, when tempt- 
by the wife of Potiphar, Conſider 
e complicated ſnare that was laid for 
s innocence ; probably the blandiſh- 
ents of beauty; certainly the repeated, 
efling, and paſſionate ſolicitations of 


: pleaſed could eaſily procure his farther 


y; the proſpe& of cloſe concealment ; 
time of life; his plentiful condition; 
ſe warm affeCtions, that ſtrong ſenſi- 
ty, which the ſequel of his ſtory 


fal, I mean all the miſchiefs to be 
aded from the reſentment and violence 


. 


Here I cannot help recollecting a moſt 
nemorable inſtance, wherein a much ce- 


ndulgence of appetite by the power of 


artful woman, of his miſtreſs, who if 


ancement; the opportunities of pri- 


ws to have been natural to him; the 
eme danger manifeſtly attending his 
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appointed, enraged, who would not fail, 


bounded confidence of a generous maſt 
'abuſed ; and, finally, thoſe miſchiefs fil 
ing at one blow upon a dependent and; 

| ſtranger, whoſe proſperity in that fam 
had no doubt rendered him the object. 
envy to ſome, and whoſe proteſtations 
bis own favour would never be belien 
by others to the diſadvantage of a won 
of her rank and fortune. Such wast 


hiſtory will inform you. He refuk 
'6 and ſaid unto his maſter's wife, ! 


„ hand. There is none greater in 


of a proud but fond female reſiſted, dif. 


however falſely, to repreſent the un. 


reſ; 
foil 
reſc 
fait 


fnare, And what was it that enah 
our amiable hero to conquer R F 


F 
pere 
not 


„hold, my maſter wotteth not wha 
« with me in the houſe, and he | 
cc committed all that he hath tl. 
gain 
quili 


'« houſe than I; neither hath he | £ 
ain 


back any thing from me but thee, 
&« cauſe thou art his wife: how * 
6 do this great wickedneſs, 2 


that 
bim 
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« againſt God ?” Excellent young man! 
From a crime, to which ſo many allure- 
ments concurred to incite him, he ſtarts 
back with horror; ſo ſtrongly are his 
natural feelings of gratitude and probity 
ſeconded by a reverence for the Omniſ- 
cient ; How then can I do this great 
« wickedneſs, and fin againſt God?“ — 
No, my ſiſters, there is not in the world 
ſuch a preſervative from vice as the fear 
of God. Temptations, by which human 
reſolutions alone have been frequently 
foiled, are often overcome by the ſame 
reſolutions when enforced by religious 
faith, 


From theſe remarks you will plainly 
perceive, that what we wiſh for you is 
not a victory over your paſſions hardly 
gained, and at the expence of your tran- 
be! quility; but a ſacred ſelf- poſſeſſion, a cer- 
tain diviner controul of your own wills, 
ha that ſhall diſtinguiſh you in the ſight of 
* bim who „ defireth truth in the in- 


F 2 
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« ward parts.“ A ſentiment this, that I ch 
feems conformable to the beſt conceptions ag 
of nature; ſince we find the power, H. 
| which according to the pagan creed re- Nc 
preſented both wiſdom and fortitude, was Im 
| ſuppoſed to be of your ſex. On the fame ha 
principle does the wiſeſt of men ſpeak ſo WP" 
often of the former in the feminine gen- th; 
der. Thus at leaft did ancient genius te 
treat the women with reſpect. It is par- 
ticularly obſervable that of republican 
Rates, where that genius commonly ap- 
peared moſt eminent, the ſage legiſlators 
preſcribed to females a peculiar gravity 
and ſimplicity of manners; ſo different 
were their ideas of what was becoming 
from thoſe of modern tines 


But I added farther that, from the ſtudy 
of inward purity as well as outward de- 
corum, even that purity which the goſpel 
ſo firongly enforces, you will reap the 
mighty ſatisfaction of the Divine Appro- 
bation amidſt the cenſures of the un-. 


Cl 
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at Ml charitable, and Pu Divine Prote&ion 


ns Ml againſt the machinations of the ungodly, | 


er, Hard enough, it muſt be owned, is the 
caſe of women, as to the general reflexions 
made on their deportment. If they be- 
"| prudiſh ; if with frankneſs, bold; if with 


the proper medium, Capricious and un- 


can they do, but hold the middle way, 


Can 

ap- with that attention to the rules of caution 

ors en one ſide, and of affability on the other, 

ity hich times, places, and perſons ſeem to 

ent Neauire; “ committing their cauſe to 


im that judgeth righteouſly, and truſt= 
akes the virtuous ?. 


Such a reſpect for human judgment, 
s avoids giving occaſion of centure, is 
ndoubtedly right in every individual of 
ciety ; of your ſex eſpecially, whoſe 
Putation is of lo nice a contexture. 


V4 


have with reſerve, they are pronounced 
that juſt temperament of both which is 


certain, What ſhall they do? What 


ing for their ſafety to him that never for- 
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But while for this purpoſe a chriſtian le 
woman purſues, as nearly as ſhe can, be 

the path of prudence ; what internal {Ml v. 
renity does ſhe enjoy, by following at MW di 

the ſame time the direction of principle, bl. 
that higheſt and happieſt guide of life by 
To ſay the truth, there may be ſituations M ho 
wherein the latter appears to be left the ha 
fole guide; ſo impoſſible is it for the ric 
former to find a way through the Jaby-|f of 
rinth. In this caſe, you can have but int 
one reaſonable care; which is, to do be; 
what conſcience charges as your duty. fu! 
In every caſe, that muſt be your prin-M pa 
cipal care. In making it ſo, there wil At 
be this great advantage amongſt many 
others, that you will every day grow les 
anxious about any thing elſe. The eaſe 
of mind, the gaiety of heart reſulting 
from ſuch a conduct, are not to be ex 


preſſed. i 


If the world ſhould approve, it is wel. 
The approbation of the beſt people, 4 
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leaſt, will give you real pleaſure; and the 
beſt people are naturally candid. If the 
world ſhould condemn, and even the can- 
did Few, which is by no means impoſſi- 
ble, ſhould be led by miſrepreſentation, or 
by miſtake, to join in the ſentence; {till 
| however you will have the comfort of not 
having deſerved it. And from this infe- 
rior tribunal you will alſo have the felicity 
of appealing to that which is ſupreme and 
infallible, with the humble aſſurance of 
being juſtified there through the power- 
ful inweokdon of an advocate, whom no 
paſion or miſapprehenſion can bias. 
At the ſame time too you will have the 
conſolation to hope, that ſooner or later 
he in whom you truſt * will bring forth 
«your righteouſneſs as the light, and 
* your judgsrent as the nood-daly? Sel- 
ex dom or never, I think, does a perſevering 
virtue fail of breaking out with freſh 
beauty, and augmented luſtre, from thoſe 
clouds with which calumny may have 
obſcured it; even as the vernal ſun by 
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purſuing, his .Career, ſhines forth at laſt 

with a kind of victorious ſplendor, that 
diſpels the remaining damps of winter, de. 

| lights the eye, and . the heart of 
every beholder, 5 


Put 15 the Fn 1 that 1 erro- 
neous multitude ſhould continue to load 
| you with unmerited reproach ; I am not 

| afraid to ſay that you are happy ſtill, if 
vou know how to avail yourſelves of the 
ſupports of religion, particularly a ſenſe of 
the Almighty's Approbation. What ought mh 
to diſcourage her who can triumph in this, 
and likewiſe in that which is immediately 
connedted with it, an aſſurance of the Al- 
| mighty's Protection ? 


Nothing can be more certain than that 
your ſex is, on every account, entitled to nf 
the ſhelter of ours? Your ſoftneſs, weak- 
nets, timidity, and tender reliance on 
man; your helpleſs condition in you 
ſelies, and his ſuperior ſtrength for la- 


SERMON IX 75 


pour, ability for defence, and fortitude in 
aa; your tacit acknowledgement of 
- Witheſe, and frequent application for his aid 

in ſo many winning ways, concur to form 
2 plea, which nothing can diſallow or 
withſtand but brutality. Appetite indeed 

is naturally brutal: untamed by religion, 
nchained by reaſon, what havock does 
t not commit? Nothing can be more 
id or ferocious than Jawleſs deſire. 
ow often, alas, does it disfigure and de- 
rade minds otherwiſe adorned with very 
alt auable qualities! Have we not ſeen 
en, who in a ſober mood were open to 
he tendereſt feelings of humanity, inca- 
able of any thing unjuſt or diſhonour- 
ble, calm, and pliant to good advice; 
no yet, in the rebellion of their blood, 
ere as ungovernable and fierce as any 
at of the foreſt, broke through all re- 
ant, and to gratify the paſſion that im- 
led them, ruſhed on crinies utterly re- 
nant to the belt ſentiments of their 
in hearts! Need I tell you that from 


that 
d to 
eak- 
> ON 
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ſuch men your virtue is in danger, and by Al 
ſo much the more by how much the qua- of 
lities juſt named are, when allowed tofffſ« 
operate, particularly engaging ? But theli fe 
fact is that, being inlaid in the conſtitu- 
tion, they do operate frequently, and 
never perhaps more than immediatel 
after thoſe unhappy deviations, for which 
| ſomething within whiſpers the neceſſ 
of making every poſſible atonement. I 
is in this way that thaſe good natured bu 
unhappy men keep themſelves and ont 


another in countenance, and often ſtei g- 
into your affection. Yet are theſe by nf] n 
means the worſt enemies e woman ta 
ind. 7 ar 
: _ 15 A 

1t is your ſmooth, cool, compliment g 
libertines, who have ſteeled their breaſ q 
by a ſyſtem, whom the boaſted principle th 


or rather no- principles of infidelity, ha ay 
raiſed to a glorious contempt of all la th 
human and divine, delivered from ti th 
vulgar conceit of immortality, and en or 
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by abled to conquer | the little weakneſſes 
us of nature, with the ignoble prejudices of 
tofff clucation, which happened to be on the 
thelſ fide of juſtice, honour, ſympathy ; — it 
is ſuch men, my fair ones, ſuch flagi- 
tious and obdurate wretches, whoſe wiles, 
ſhould you chance to be thrown in their 
way, you have moſt reaſon to dread. 
And believe me, they abound every where. 
From you indeed they will carefully con- 
ceal the enormity of their characters, and 
the blackneſs of their opinions ; till by 
gaining your confidence they can inſi- 
nuate the laſt with advantage, ſo as to 
take off your apprehenſions of the firſt, 
and blunt the edge of your reſolutions. 
A ſenſe of piety, the love of virtue, a re- 
gard to reputation, the fear of conſe- 
quences, every principle borrowed from 
this world and the next, they are well 
aware would be alarmed and excited, were 
they to diſcloſe their deſigns, or explain 
their ideas at once, without preparation 
or preface, —But I will not attempt to 


78 SERMON IX. 


unfold the myſtery of iniquity, in which 
they wrap themſelves, and work unſuſpect. 
ed. Let it remain involved in its native 
darkneſs and horror; which cannot how- 
ever hide it from the eye of heaven, whoſe 
hotteſt vengeance ſhall one day overtake 
and blaſt 1 Ws OL IG 5 


Your ſafety, I ſaid before, lies in re- 
treat and vigilance, in ſobriety and pru- 
_ dence, in virtuous friendſhip and rational 
converſation, in domeſtic, elegant, and 
intellectual accompliſhments : I add now, 
in the Guardianſhip of Omnipotence, as 
that which muſt give efficacy to all the 
reſt ; but which can only be obtained by 
{ending more and better than them all, 
I mean, True Religion. What rea- 
ſon have you to hope for a privilege 
ſo great, if you do not aſk it? What 
cauſe could you have to complain; if 
your righteous Creator, on whom every 
conſideration ought to teach you depen- 
dance, were to leave you to yourſelves | 


cb amidſt thoſe. dangerous attacks, or art- 
ful fnares, which you preſumptuouſly 


imagine you could reſiſt by your own 
irength, or elude by your caution? That 


means of fecurity. She who is moſt fen- 
ſible of her hazard, is moſt likely to be 
n her guard. She who perceives her 


Aicher power. Nor will the Parent of all 
de deat to one of his reaſonable offspring, 
„ ho, apprehenſive of the difficulties to 


is rhich her frame and ſituation expoſe her, 
e Deartily implores his held. 


Vain very often is the help of man, 


hat then muſt be the caſe, when it is 
Wot only not afforded, but when he who 


ale lambs, innocent, gentle, fearful, 


umility which does not depreſs, as 
kriſtian humility never can, is the | beſt 


wa imbecility, will be glad to invoke a 


yen when afforded in its utmoſt extent. 


ught to protect is bent to deſtroy? To 
y hom ſhall young creatures of. your ſex, 


ndefended, beſet by ravenous lions, or 
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b 


the ſtranger, the oppreſſed, the | widoy 


help them; in a word, he whoſe. proyij 
: dence is then neareſt, and whoſe afliſtang 
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right hand, and beheld, but there w 
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« by wolves in ſheeps .cloathing ;”=—y 


whom ſhall they flee, . but to the Shepherl& [ 
_ Iſrael? And will he, think ye, . 1 
„ abandon. them; he who has pro att 
miſed to “ gather the lambs. with hiſs tt 
< arm, and to carry them in his boſom ü 
he who has always ſhown. himſelf mor 


eſpecially concerned for objects of diſtrek 
and deftitution, the poor, the priſoner 


and fatherleſs, and ſuch as have none. t 


is then readieſt, when his cteatures ; 
wol forſaken by others ? 


4 To obtain the divine interpoſition, 
is urged by the Pſalmiſt as a prevailin 
argument, that he was _ unprotected an 
deſolate. O be not far from me: fo 
4 trouble is nigh at hand, and chere 
«© none to help me. I looked on n 


no man that would know me; rela 


* 


u failed me; no man cared for my foul. 
1 cried unto thee, O Lord: I ſaid, 
e Thou art my refuge.” The common 
ther „ hears the young ravens when 
bu they ery unto him,” and are early left 
WW; their hard-hearted dams. Are not ye 
Wetter than many ravens ? “ Can a 


fon of her womb ?” ſays God by the 
phet. He ſpeaks of it as a monſtrous 
Wing, and ſcarce credible in any. Can 
e forget—She, in the ſingular number. 
he anſwer is remarkable: Yea, they 


n. | 
ling 
| An 
: fo 
ere | 
n n 
e 
refug 


ch wretch may be found amongſt the 
egs of nature. Can a woman forget 


forget, yet 1 will not forget thee.” 
an you figure any thing more tender 
ſoothing ? Can you heſitate a mo- 
nt to throw yourſelves on © the 
werlaſting arms, on his right-hand, 
OL, Il, G 


SERMON IX. 81 


woman forget her ſucking child, that 
ſhe ſhould not have compaſſion on the 


may forget” — They, in the plural; 
nfeffing it poſſible, that more than one 


ker ſucking child? Yea, They may 
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<' who rides on the heavens. for you h 


Or having fo done, can you harbo 


2 But to proceed to our laſt. argument 
let the, injuſtice, unkindneſs, and tres 


Prudence, Purity, and Devotion. Ar 
natural or any amiable, tye, by whit 


that I ſhould ſeek to ſlacken. Moden 
_ affections for proper ohjects you Abe 


belt thing in human life, the friend 
ſeelings of the heart. But ſhall I reps 


other been ſaid ſo often, that whenen 


6“ help, on his excellency in the ſky} : 


* place of defence is the munition 


chery of the world, engage you to greatdſſher: 
you are or may be f bound, God for i 


allowed, you are called. to indulge. 
ſuch means you will, fill your places 
ſociety, or be in the way to fill them; 
the ſame time that you will enjoy t 


once more, what bas in one ſhape or ere 


ſoc 
theſe are ill directed, or carried too f ed 
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hey are ſure to entangle in guilt and diſ- 
njietude ? Now to prevent, as much 
5 poſſible, the wandering of your paſſions, 
e Almighty makes uſe of the paſſions 
others. To bring good out of evil 


orthleſſneſs of thoſe who have abuſed 


em. | 


oY If men will endeavour to deſpoil that 
ftue which they ſhould cheriſh, to cor- 
pt thoſe minds which they ſhould im- 


aour and welfare are in a great meaſure 
es truſted with Them; ſhould not ſuch 


ſeneſs fill you with difdain and abhor- 


paſſing mean, as to doat on the traitors ? 
en where their aim is not deſtruction, 
ere merely for amuſement they flatter 


enen ſoothe, ſhould ye ſuffer yourſelves to 
20. fi (educed into fondneſs ? How fooliſh 
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the glory of his government. The 


ir freedom, he permits as a warning 
> you, no leſs than a puniſhment to 


ove, in a word, to ruin that ſex whoſe 


ce? Can any of you be ſo mean, ſo 
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to be taken with thoſe little ſuperficial a. ; 
tentions, that are ſo eaſily learnt in the | 
ſchool of faſhion, and ſo frequently prac. 
tiſed to hide a hollow, or _—_— an un. 
Sr a ſoul 1 3 | y 


Are ye „ eme of its being an eftz 
bliſhed ſyſtem amongſt men of gaiety an 


pleaſure, that your ſex have no principles of 

that you are deſigned only to ſerve thei if 

purpoſes ; and that, when you refuſe iſ af 

do ſo, it is mere pride or groſs diflimilsl af 

tion? Can ye think of this, and not ſh 

offended ? Will ye continue to pre wi 

_ ſuch characters to the ſober, ſedate, i ly dic 

ſentimental] ? mi 

. You often behold the wrecks of bea ] 

that has been blaſted, and of innocen is 

that has been betrayed. Providence I has 

| lows thoſe miſerable. beings to carry th ten 

effrontery ſo far as to appear with pon 

| ſhame in every public place, the moni fan; 
ments of male falſhood as well as fea s 
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infatuation 3 and can ye fail of being im- 
preſſed with ſal 11 terror? 


Can ye As the pirit of n 


that, in your company, dare to ſpeak a 
language unfit for you to hear? Should 


of the affront offered to your ears? And 
if they are hardened enough not to be 
ſhun a bear or a ſatyr? I am ſure you 


minds, - 


is a juſt and noble principle. But how 
has it been diſgraced by worthleſs pre- 
tenders! Join, my ſiſters, with all your 
power to vindicate its honours. Let the 
ſanctity of your conduct ſerve, as much 


G3 


virtue from darting out on thoſe men 
not your eyes at leaſt make them ſenſible 

aſhamed, does it not become you ever 
after to ſhun their fight, as you would 
will think ſo, if you conſult either the 


dignity of your * or the Purity of your 


| Love grafted on eſteem, or fed by it, 


as poſſible, to recal the paſſion from 
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empty form and criminal indulgence, from 
the blind admiration of an outſide, and the 
| ſhort-lived gratification of youthful deſire, 
to a genuine, holy, and enlightened affec- re 
tion; ſuch as ſpringing chiefly from a He- 
ſympathy of honeſt and generaus hearts, l 
ſhall flouriſh when fancy, Tony and nc 
beauty, are no more, fol 
If women will marry men of bad mo- 
rals, if from whatever motive they wil 
manifeſtly endanger their own ſalvation, Wt 
by forming ſo intimate a connexion with fa: 
thoſe who betray a total neglect of theirs; 
what can we ſay either for religion or the 
ſex, that will make any impreſſion. on 
thoſe who are prej udiced againſt both! 
What can ſhe plead that accepts without 
ſcruple the hand of a man, who is ſeldom 
or ever ſeen in a place of worſhip, and 
whoſe companions are known to be pro- 
fane or licentious? Is this to act, in the 
greateſt concern of life, like a perſon of 


F, ? 
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lt is a common complaint, nor can the 
act be denied, that moſt of our young 
gentlemen now a days entirely diſregard 
[religious inſtitutions. But how can it be 
expected they ſhould do otherwiſe, ſo 
long as they find themſelves, in general, 
no way the leſs acceptable to the ladies, 
for ſuch faſhionable impiety? What 

z ſcandal in © women profeſſing Godli- 
« neſs !“ 


n, Amidſt ſo much diſorder, and ſo many 
th Wfnares on all hands, what can be ſo wiſe 
for you, my chriſtian friends, as to take 
refuge more and more in the ſanctuary 
of Devotion ?—Let us not diſſemble the 
truth, The greater part of either ſex 
ſtudy to prey on one another. The world, 
om in too many inſtances, is a theatre of 
nd war between men and women. Every 
r0- {Mitratagem is tried, and every advantage 
taken, on the fide of both. On the fide 
ef the former, ſtrength and daring are 
joined to art and ambition, in which the 
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latter n To make a truce they 
often meet. Even preliminaries towards 
à peace are often propoſed. Individual; 
pals over to the camp of  the:enemy, and 
are reconciled. But what ſhall: we ſay c 
the contending powers at large? Me. Noce 
thinks they reſemble this and a neighbour. the 
ing kingdom, between which a genera cid 
truce is always ſhort, and a national peace not 
never ſecure. 15 | Idea 


To many young women the preacher ſ« 
will ſeem as one that mocks. The men ( þ 
they conſider as their beſt friends; and 
a laſting union is what they long for 2 E 
the height of happineſs. An union, by 
ſome means or other, will probably take 
place. And if it ſhall, to know that i 
| proved lafting, entire, and happy, ® 
happy as the preſent tate permits, would 
you may be well aſſured, give the preache 
pleaſure. But if from this, or any im. 
ginable connexion upon earth, you hopt 
for compleat felicity ; your hopes will 
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| | vain; Imperfect yourſelves, you have no 


right to expect perfection from men. In 
tte moſt agreeable attachments, you will 
till find a mixture. The beſt characters 


eidents, but eſpecially ſevere diſtreſs, will 


« yourſelves —_—_— now with God, and 
166 be at peace.“ 


Toe now, I doubt not, ſome of you 
perceive that all beſide is uncertain and 


have forſaken you by death; or, which 
is far worſe, by unnatural cruelty, 
or horrible ſelfiſhneſs. You have not 
perhaps in the world a friend to ſupply 
their place: Or if you have, you can- 
not but know that human friendſhips are 


vill ſometimes ſay, or do that, which ſhall 
occaſion pain; daily intercourſe will dull 
the reliſh of delight; and diſagreeable ac- 


not improve the taſte for it. Devotion, 
dearly beloved, Devotion will ever be your 
ſureſt and ſweeteſt reſource, ©** Acquaint 


unſatisfactory. Your father and mother 


ten fallacious, and like other human 
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comforts always precarious. Every thing 


thing more uſual than for men to adopt x 


« for ever. He will never leave you: 


wholly friendleſs, bred to affluence, lett 


in nature is ſubject to viciflitude ; and no- 


different deportment as their eircumſtan. 
ces or intereſts, their opinions or humout, 
vary. There is but one immutable 
friend, “ a friend that ſticks cloſer than 
« brother, a lover, or a parent. He 
te js the ſame yeſterday, and to day, and 


< he will never forſake you.“ He ha 

engaged himſelf by his promiſe ; and © he 
« js not man that he ſhould lie, neither 
the fon of man way be n re- 
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1 hots often thought that, 5 in a re- m 
ſpects, there is not any creature ſo for- if 
lorn or expoſed, as a young woman, 
beautiful, unexperienced, ſingle, almoſ 


in dependance, perhaps in indigence, oi 
which ſome wretch curſt with wealth 1 
willing to .avail himſelf. for the viel 
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who does not ſee the need of Piety ? 
ww remains for this pretty ſufferer, but 
to hold faſt her innocence at all adven- 
tures, and look up to him “ with whom 


tet me, O my heavenly Father, my 


f tect thy poor, dependant, helpleſs crea- 


| and full of affliction. I tread among 
ſnares; I tremble for fear. 
art merciful. Save me, O Lord, molt 


vain companions, from folly, from my- 
ſelf, My wants ſupply, moſt gracious : 


eit WF the virtue by thee implanted. 
art the guide of my youth; 


5B = plain path, becauſe of my enemies. 
le Let none have power to hurt me; may 


nds. While I paint ſuch a ſituation, 


the fatherleſs find mercy.” . Pro- 
þ only ſure and never failing friend; pro- 
ture. From this wilderneſs of life I 
lift up my eyes to thee; to thy throne 
of pity I ſtretch out my arms for ſuc- 
| cour, Behold, I am needy, and feeble, 


But T . 


F mighty; fave me from evil men, from 


my weakneſs ſtrengthen: for ever guard 
Thou 
lead me in 
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© ſome have the goodneſs to ſupport m 1 
| © ſteps. Send down Wiſdom from thy 3 
holy heavens, that ſhe may labour vin 

© me continually, and ſweetly counſel m 
© in all my doings. In thee, O Gol 
in Thee alone have I put my truſt : lt 
me never be confounded. . Be my Gollif 
for ever and ever, and my guide even 
unto death. I aſk it for the ſake of m 
Divine Redeemer. Amen.“ 
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On Female bg. 


PR © V. mat 30. 
I Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain : 


but a woman that feareth the Lord, Sbe 
| oll be 1 


EV OT ION, my beloved hearers, 


from our meditation. What has been 
already offered on this head, is but a ſmall 
part of that which I would recommend 


you will readily conceive, that to preſent 
you here with a regular ſyſtem of piety 


= bich, leak; Women goo (in 2 Cad- - 


is a buſineſs of too much import- 
ance and dignity to Be yet diſmiſſed 


to your attention, From a former hint 


is not gy deſign. Such an attempt were 


gs SERMON X. | 
ſuperfluous. Of the ſpiritual kind ther, 


are books innumerable, in which you wil 
meet with all that can be faid on the 
ſubject in general. The Inducements ty 
Religion, which are more immediate) 
derived from your ſex and ſituation, to. 


gether with thoſe Exerciſes and thoſe Ef. E 


fects of it, that concern you more part. 
cularly, are the points to which ay plan 
* 0 me. 


1 will begin this diſcourſe by remor- 
ing a bar, which has been thrown i in our 
way by ſuch as have appeared fond of 
every opportunity to depreciate the bettet 
half of the human ſpecies. The devv- 
tion of women has been conſidered a 
nothing more than the paſſion of love 
directed to a divine object, when in 
reality they longed for an inferior one, 
or happened to be diſappointed in ther 
wiſhes: an opinion which has given 
occaſion to ſome wit and more id 
cule. 
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It ſcems to have proceeded chiefly from 
two cauſes; the amorous ſtyle which has 
pr too many female pens been adopted 
Into devotional writings; and the multi- 
&:dcs of young women who, denied ori- 
Þinally the opportunity of indulging their 
; patural inclinations, or afterwards croſſed 
In the purſuit of them, have flung them- 
ies headlong into the gloomy retreats 
bf a miſtaken piety, | where they have 1 4 
deen taught to offer at a heavenly ſhrine || | 
Whoſe fires which were not ſuffered to 14 
Þurn freely elſewhere, | 


CY ST >< * 
A AF; 
""=6 S 


But now on the former circumſtance 
would obſerve, that the language of 
dye has not, ſo far as I know, been ad- 
pitted into books of devotion by female 
tore frequently than by male authors ; 
nd that, in this practice, both have pro- 
ably thought themſelves warranted by 
e example of Solomon in his well- 
nown Song: a compoſition, of which J 
uſt needs ſay, that how naturally ſoever 
„ H 
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it came from a monarch of his charade: 
in thoſe earlier days of eaſtern imaging. 
tion and eaſtern ardour, it ſhould by m 
means be made a model for chriſtia 
writers. In the New Teſtament, al. 
though produced from the ſame region, 
we find very little of this ſort, and that 
little in the chaſteſt and pureſt ftrain ; x 
the ſame time that there we are expreſs M 
required and taught, to worſhip Golf 
„ who is a ſpirit in ſpirit and in truth,” 
But when we diſapprove. of the pradice 
as indiſcreet, muſt we condemn it too a 
ſenſual ; or becauſe in ſome it may hay 
been the ebullition of a laſcivious fancy, 
| ſhall we pronounce it to be ſo in all! 
Certain it is, that among ſuch as have uſe 
it, there have been not a few eminently dil 
tinguiſhed by: the purity. of their rn 


In the 2 of tboſe numerous yotarit 
to the church of Rome, who by violent 
or craft, deſpondence or ſuperſtition, at 
immured in convents; what can be mut 
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natural, more reaſonable, ot in truth more 


E neceflary, than that being deprived of 


W the pleaſures of this world, they ſhould 


ac conſolation from the next? Or if 
finding it impoſible to cultivate one of 


de ſtrongeſt propenſities of the human 
beart, by that kind of commerce which 


Wblamed for turning to an object, whoſe 
wool excellence ſhall furniſh endleſs 
cope for the beſt ſentiments and nobleſt 
bfctions of the ſoul, thoſe that are im- 


=” to women living in the world! . ap- 
ebend, it will. | 


| . reality, the opinion we now 
amine would reflect no diſhonour on 
tminine devotion, did not thoſe who 
tertain it proceed upon a low idea of 
© paſſion referred to. Whatever hold 
at paſſion, for purpoſes apparently wiſe, 


H 2 


Nature intended, can they be juſtly 
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1 ediately connected with piety ? Will 
Pot the ſame way of reaſoning be applica- 


ay take at firſt of the animal part of 
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our frame, they are utter ſtrangers to its 
genuine character, who do not know 
that it is capable of riſing to the utmoſt 
refinement. By pleading the cauſe of 
Virtuous Love, I ſhall be able to prove 
its connexion with that which is Divine 
to be founded in nature; I mean in cul. 
tivated nature, where a ſenſe of te m 
Divinity obtains. As virtuous love ope·¶ co 
rates on both the ſexes pretty nearly alike, WW mi 
what I am going to obſerve of its effech is 
on the men may, I believe, be juſtly a as 

plied to the impreſſions e by it oc 

the women. 


A man ſees in ſome public place a gre: 
number of young perſons to whom he ne 
ver ſpoke. He ſurveys them all. Hei 
ſtruck with one, who is really leſs bea 
tiful than ſeveral others preſent, and wht 
is ſo even in his eyes: in her favour | 


| decides at once. It is a common cat inte. 
how ſhall we account for it? I c £*al 
ceive, thus: Every countenance exprel 1%) 


5 SERMON X. 101 


or is thought to expreſs, a character pe- 
culiar to itſelf; and that which cor- 
reſponds moſt with our particular taſte 
in the way of temper, behaviour, under- 


| ſtanding, we neceſſarily and ſpontaneouſly | 


prefer. By this character therefore, whe- 
ther real or imaginary, we are deter- 
mined. As was hinted in a former diſ- 
courſe, it is the ſoul we ſeek. With 


as an image of that which they cannot 
perceive. Our ſenſes may be ſaid to 
tie the knot; but, ſtrictly ſpeaking, the 
knot is formed in the foul, Our ſenſes 
are properly the vehicles of our affection; 
but to that affection they ſtill act in 
ſubordination. It is ſupreme. Its power 


tion of the ſenſes, in the paſſion we are 


intereſt of our nobler part, or with this 
exalted ſentiment which conſtitutes its 

joy, they would be ſacrificed without 
7 a 
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mind only can mind unite. That which 
| is preſented to our eyes attracts us merely 


is indeed ſo great, that were the gratifica- 


now conſidering, to interfere with the 
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heſitation. To virtuous love the ſpirit of 
ſacrifice is eſſential. What hazards, hard. 
ſhips, loſſes, pains, has not this generow 
attachment encountered, with pleaſure 
and even with extaſy ; happy in manifeſt. ; eve 
ing its zeal by the moſt arduous proofs! are 
To mention but one inſtance among 28 0 
ten thouſand, and that recorded in Hoh {ef 
Writ; we are told, that Jacob ſerved ¶ fue: 
_ «ſeven years for Rachel, and that they I him 
„ ſeemed to him but a few days.” . ſuſec 
88 F or the love he had to her." 1 mer. 


But now . the man we bave juſt men 
imagined, to cheriſh with fondneſs the 
ſudden impreſſion made upon him by a 
certain appearance; to be introduced to 
the lady, and to admire her more and 
more for thoſe internal qualities, which 
from that appearance he preſumes her to 
poſſeſs. With her looks too he is every 
day more deeply ſmitten, but ftill as they 
are the .fancied picture of her mind, 
This ideal form follows him every where. 
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4 ek, company, amuſement, he could 
not endure but for the thoughts of her, 
Jabich are for ever intermingling. Her 
converſation, her ſmiles, her approbation, 


; eren the ſlighteſt marks of her regard, 


as can only be excelled by the entire poſ- 
eon of the endearing object. He pur- 
ſues, he obtains it. And now ſuppoſe 
him to diſcover, that the character he 
uſed to contemplate with tranſport was 


ments, in one word, the ſoul which he 
thad fondly figured——Need I ſpeak the 
reſt ? Ah, what diſappointment and 
| iſery ! Where now is his love? 
Where the ſacred, fervent, elevated paſ- 
fon, he fo lately foſtered as the felicity 
pf his life! Intellectual and moral 
beauty he chiefly ſought. He finds it 
ot: and becauſe he does not find it, 
hat happens? His very ſenſes, though 
ſemaining conſtitutionally the ſame, re- 
H 4 


are to him happineſs unequalled, and ſuch 


merely imaginary: that ſhe is abſolutely 
Ideſtitute of the diſpoſitions, the ſenti- 
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14 SERMON X. 
volt, are diſguſted, and chilled: The en. 


chanting face enchants no more: and 
why? Becauſe it no longer refleQs the 


image that inflamed his breaſt. A fool o 


a tyrant ſtarts up there, where ſenſe and 
ſoftneſs ſeemed to reſide. 


| But now let us reverſe this unhappy 


part of the ſcene, and ſuppoſe that the 


lady's real character anſwers to her ap: 
pearance z that, inſtead of loſing, ſhe 
gains by a more intimate acquaintance; 
in ſhort, that certain hidden graces, which 
no feature, form, or air could fully e. 
preſs, diſplay themſelves as circumſtance 


| riſe to call them forth: what will be th 


conſequence ? That the youthful ardou 
of our lover will increaſe? No, but 1 
better ardour will ; that of rational eſteem, 
ſentimental complacence, and ſelf- congn 


tulation. The other, as he advances it 


life, will gradually abate, and at lengtl 
vaniſh, What then? Will his tender 
neſs vaniſh, or his affection abate! I 


no means. We have ſeen that from "nl 
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beginning it was the love of her mind 
N principally. It is fo now more than ever. 
lt has leſs emotion; it has more ſolidity: 
Ii is leſs earthly; it is more divine. It is 


ore mellowed into friendſhip. What 


mall! ſay? It is the fineſt feeling of the 
E human heart. And the attraction grows, 
I partly by habit, partly by the increaſe of 
@ thoſe qualities that cauſed it on her fide, 


| aipoſitions on his. The tumultuous 


1 before he knew her, he was addicted, 
E have now loſt their reliſh, The calm, 
yet intereſting joys, he taſtes in her ſo- 


engagement, whether of the buſy or idle 
kind, he returns to her with new delight, 
glad to ſhake off the interrupting world, 
and impatient when it compels him to 
any long abſence. By the lovely ſympa- 


ſoothed, his labours ſoftened, and his 
loſſes rendered eaſy, Is he ſucceſsful ? 


| and partly by the improvement of g⁰ od a 


and irregular pleaſures to which perhaps, 


ciety, occupy all his leiſure, From every 


thies of her gentle boſom, his cares are 
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His ſucceſs is triumph, from this thoupht, 
I ſhall be able to make her more happy 
* whom my ſoul loveth.“ Is ſhe in pan 
or 'fickneſs? does her health decline? 
Will this man look on unconcerned! 
Ah ! no: he will hang over her bed d 
diſtreſs with augmented fondneſs, with 
an anguiſh- more charming than all th 
luxury of ſenſual indulgence. Is her 
bloom withered ? are the allurements «f 
youth gone? Will he grow indife- 
rent? No, no! in his eye ſhe is hand- 
ſome till. In all ſhe ſays, and does, an 
looks, he {till beholds, and ftill admire, 

the unfaded and unfading beauties of her 
| ſoul. 7 


If any profane or inſenſible wretch, 
prone © to ſpeak evil of the things which 
“ he knows not,” and which he cannot 
know, ſhould affect to treat ' this repre- 
| ſentation with ridicule, as viſionary and 
unnatural, I can only pity him. You 
who, are diſpoſed to be ingenuous an 


KEE WW IS . 


L.ndid, may. reft aſſured that it is taken 
om life. Thoſe whom it reſembles will 
bun it true, while they find it imperfect. 
pot, be ſufficient to prove the point for 
Phich 1 have produced it. 


| Abſtract, - my fiſters, from that regard 
o perſon, which in the pureſt paſſion be- 
Ewen the ſexes we have acknowledged 
bo be an original ingredient, but which 
e have found to be only an inferior in- 
redient, and one whole, operation is ſoon 
iminiſhed ; abſtract from this, and what 
| there in all the reſt, that may not be 
raced to the love of excellence? But 
hat elſe, I would gladly know, is the 


þ,W-ding idea in the love of God? Be- 
ich een that Firſt of Beings, and the moſt 


compliſhed of his creatures, the diſtance + 
indeed infinite. The faireſt virtues we 
e around us are at beſt but faint emana- 
ons from him, who is“ the perfection of 
beauty.“ But from theſe, and from the 


| ſex: the turns her thoughts to heave 
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admiration they inſpire, it is, that we 2 
led up to him, as by ſo many pleaſiy 
though ſcattered ſtreams to their four. 
tain. bete ee 


And now ſuppoſe that a young woman, 
poſſeſſed with the belief of this higheſt er 
cellence, is diſappointed in her proſpedi 
of an agreeable union with one of on 


She contemplates truth and rectitude, wi 
dom and goodneſs, power, mercy, ant 
faithfulneſs, in their ſource. She con 
ſiders them as all working together for h 
good; ſhe ſees them ſhining through H. 
cloud of diſappointment. From this clou 
ſhe hears, as it were, her Maker thu 
addreſſing her: © My daughter, give u 
* thy heart. Thy ſupreme affection non 
upon earth can deſerve, Human attain 
< ments are all defective; human regal 
care often inſincere. Put not your tri 
in the fon of man: he may deceive, 
he may change, or he may not be abt 
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protect you. But of this kind you have 
nothing to fear from your Creator, 
Throw thyſelf, my child, on my friend- 
« ſhip. — She is not diſobedient to the 


the preſence of the Moſt High. To him 


to him ſhe pours it out with freedom. 
ou she adores the perfections of his nature; the 
frailties of her own, with all the failings 


her tears flow, Her mind is relieyed ; 
ou conſolation pervades her ſoul; out of 


laſting objects open to her view; ſoli- 


verſe with her God, with her Saviour, 
with her Bible, with Herſelf, yields a plea- 
ſure hitherto unknown. In the midſt of 
ſociety ſhe longs for its return; from the 


heavenly call. She proſtrates herſelf in 


the devotes that heart which he formed; 


of her life paſt, ſhe penitently confeſſes ; 


weakneſs ſhe waxes ſtrong. Virtue never 
W appeared to her half ſo fair; Religion 
ul riſes before her in full majeſty ; ever- 


tude and ſilence begin to charm. Con- 


 diflipation of amuſements ſhe retreats with. 
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joy; ſelf-denial for the ſake of God, an 
goodneſs, loſes its name; her duty is he 
delight; the ſpirit of ſacrifice is felt in al 


its nobleneſs. She is great, and ſhe iii 1 
happy. Say, ye ſons of raillery ; ye ſcof. tain 
fers at female devotion, declare; what iMiſcula 
there in all this, unnatural, irrational, » it f. 
in any reſpect unſuitable to the beſt con- Wldivii 
ceptions of the human mind? (plac 


From what I have ſaid let none im. 1 
gine, that I mean to inſinuate female de: 
votion may not be found in married a 
well as fingle life; or that a woman will 
not have recourſe to piety, unleſs ſhe be 
driven to it by diſappointed love. This, 
like every other diſtreſs, and more per- 
haps than any other, will prompt a young 
perſon of reflection to turn to the Al- 
mighty. But of worth or ingenuity thoſe 
| ſurely have no true feeling, who think 
that the character of the Supreme cannot 
from a heart well diſpoſed command an 
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affectionate veneration in any condition, 
or under any circumſtance whatſoever. 


| That in Female nature there are cer- 
tain Qualities, which ſeem peculiarly cal- 
Wculated, by the grace of God, to diſpoſe 
it for the reception and culture of this 
divine principle, I will proceed in the next 
place to demonſtrate, | 


That your ſex are, in a particular de- 
gree, ſuſceptible ' of all the tender affec- 
tions, will, I preſume, be allowed by 
moſt, Their propenſity to thoſe, with 
hich the paſſion of love is more im- 
ediately complicated, has been charged 
upon them by many as matter of re- 
proach, What to me appears in general 
o do them honour, is the warmth of 
their attachments, and their aptitude to 
de affected with whatever has a tendency 
e touch the heart. But I have always 
ougkbt chat the ſpirit of devotion de- 
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pends on ſentiment, nackes; than ratioci 
nation; on the feelings of gratitude ant 
wonder, joy and ſorrow, triumph and 
contrition, hope and fear, rather than « 
' theological diſquiſition however profound, 
or pious ſpeculation however exalted. Re. 
ligion, it is certain, has been often maze 
and loſt in the labyrinth of ſchool-divinity, 
Although, in “ contending for the faith 
once delivered to the ſaints” againſt th 
attacks of unbelievers, ſound criticiſm and 
diſpaſſionate argument be undoubtedly the 
proper weapons, and although to thinking 
minds they be alſo the natural inſtruments 
of information and conviction ; yet is i 
not by them that the devotional principe 
is awakened and kept we. 


For vaineelligible impreſſions, or wild 
enthuſiaſm, I am not an advocate. He 
that is, expoſes religion to diſgrace, 
> vio ſenſe, calm reflection, univer- 
ſal "Hglreoſacſs, a ae unlimit 
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3 party, a moderation that can applaud 
virtue in an enemy; theſe, my dear 
3 Waarge, muſt never be given up on any 
Woretence, or for any perſuaſion, A faith 


— — — — 


s under the maſk of zeal would ſeek 


nean a ſober evangelical piety. 


thoſe that“ lay in wait to deceive, that 
* crept into widows houſes, and led 
* captive filly women.“ In our days 


pain, Of ſuch beware; © leſt by any 
* means, as the ſerpent beguiled Eve 


ways, that whatever teacher or teachers 
Vor. | 


without morality, a devotion repugnant 
to reaſon, are not chriſtianity; but hypo- 
eriſy, or ſuperſtition, Beware of ſuch 


to remove you from the only ground 


Phich, by God's bleſſing, can ſecure your 
ſtedfaſtneſs, improvement, and comfort; 


| In the days of the apoſtles there were 


heir ſucceſſors are numerous. I fay 


through his ſubtilty, ſo your minds 
* ſhould be corrupted from the fimpli- 
* city that is in Chriſt,” Remember 
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imaginations, to ſeduce you into an 


tempt by dry diſputation, or cold enquiry 
alike to nature and to chriſtianity. Why 
in truth is the latter, but an affeRionate 
_ underſtanding only, but of the conſcience 


| the moſt vital and operative principles 0 
the heart? 
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But perfect love, in matters of religion 


would avail themſelves of the warmth l 
your paſſions, or the vivacity of you 


ſyſtem unfriendly to a good temper an 
a good life, do either miſtake the tr 
deſign of the goſpel, or have an ill de 
ſign on you. But then on the ohe 
hand you may be equally affured, tha 
whatever teacher or teachers would at 


to convert or edify fouls, are ſtrange 
and powerful addrefs to the former, di 
vinely adapted to take hold not- of th 


the will, and the paſſions ; that is, 


pra the reſt I mentioned the paſſo 
of Fear, We are told by an apoſtl 
that perfect love caſteth out fear, 
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not, ſtrictly underſtood, be fuppoſed 
mpatible- with humarr frailty. To that 
de ſyſtem of Jeſus graciouſly propor- 
ned, There the paſſion J ſpeak of is 
lied to, in a manner the moſt ſtrik- 
js that can be conceived, For what pur- 
oſe? To damp reſolution, or difhearterr 
bye? No; but to reftrain the impe- 
iofity of defire, and to prevent the miſery 
diſorder; not to frighten you from 1 
e mercy- ſeat, but to ſhow you the ne- = 
ity of taking ſhelter there. You, | 
female friends, are naturally fearful. 
conſcious weakneſs prompts you con- 
nually to ſeek protection. Feeling your- 
ves, and knowing your fex to be hel- 108 
„ you flee to men for ſafety. But do aol 
u always find it in them? — Need 1 
int you to a ſure refuge? I have done 
Already. Are you mortified at the 
idity of your nature? Are you de- 
ſed by the feebleneſs of your frame ? 
know not that you have cauſe. I am 
ſtain you have not; if a ſenſe of your 
| 12 
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condition have induced you to put your. 
ſelves under the guardianſhip of Omni 
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have the art of turning your infirmities ty 
your own advantage, fo far as concem 
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pineſs of your paſſions, only rendered pro 
ductive of new and greater weakneſſes; 
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zotence. Many of you, it is a evident 


your influence with our ſex. But that 
power, which you thus extract from im. 
becility, is often, alas! by the unhap 


whereas, if you were wiſe, you might onthe 
your natural frailty build an invincibl:{Miffoftc 
ſtrength, by ſecuring the an rh 
the Almighty. (heat 
4 TR bow 
Your ma enn to do this, H port 
the practice of ſuch a piety as I am nent 
recommending, I will conſider in nd 
next place; thoſe encouragements, Wim 
mean, which both Providence and Sem bard 
ture preſent to your ſex with an appn 
one as obſervable in itſelf, as it WW 
V 


erciful to you. 
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Nothing can be more plain, than that 
Providence has placed you moſt common- 
[ly in circumſtances peculiarly advantage- 
| ous for the exerciſes of devotion, and for 
| the preſervation of that virtue, without | 
which every profeſſion of godlineſs muſt _ | 
be regarded as. an impudent pretence. | 
The fituation of men lays them open to 
a variety of temptations, that lie out of 
your road. The buſtle of life, in which 
they are generally engaged, leaves them 
often but little leiſure for holy offices. 
Their paſſions are daily ſubject to be 
theated by the ferment of bufineſs ; and 
bow hard is it for them to avoid being im- 
ortuned to exceſs, while ſometimes a pre- 
ſent intereſt, frequently a preſſing appetite, 
and yet more frequently the fear of ridicule, 
ſtimulates them to comply! How very 
bard for a young man to withſtand 


Il 
pit 2 | 
it Gs © The world's dread laugh, 
© Which ſcarce the firm philoſopher | can 

ſcorn ! * 
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In the caſe of aur ſex, do we not oftn I th 
ſee ranked on the fide of licentiouſnd; pl 
that reputation which ought to attend c $d 
| ſobriety alone? Is not the laſt open) ga- 
laughed at by thoſe, to whole opinin of 
giddy young men will pay moſt reſpeg, wil 
their own companions ? Is not its cor ¶ ſex 
trary cried up as a mark of ſpirit? Au une 
if, in their unreſtrained converſation + cuſ 


moneſt a diverſity of humours, they met 
with affronts, are they not conſtantly told 
that the maxims of honour require then 
to take revenge? Is not all this extreme 
I unfavourable to the religious life, « 
which ſo great a part conſiſts in puri 
and prayer, in regularity and coolneſs, in 
ſelf-command and mild affections ? But 
from ſuch {nares your ſex are rn en- 
empted. tuni 


In many inſtances men are attacked h 
folly, before they ſurrender ; wheres 
women muſt generally invite it by at 
or rather indecd take it by violence, er 
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ot :an poſſeſs themſelves 1 its guilty 
pleaſures. So far the Almighty, in con- 
aderation of their debility, and from a re- 


of fence about them, to prevent thoſe 


unchecked * fear, and favoured by 
cuſtom, 


Corrupt as the. world is, it certainly 
does expect from young women a ſtrict 
decorum ; nor, as we have ſeen before, 
does it eaſily forgive them the leaſt devia- 
tion. Add that, while you remain with- 


clined to improve them, I go farther and 


piety the maſt regular and avowed, if 
withal unaffected and liberal, will be 


14 


ay 
n 


E card to their innocence, has raiſed a kind 


wilder excurſions into which the other 
ex are frequently carried, with a freedom 


out families of your own, few of you 
are neceſſarily ſo engaged, as not to have 

a large portion of time with daily oppor- 
tunities for recollection, if you be in- 


ſubjoin, that your improving them by a 
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no ſortof objection. to the deny; but bmi 
| the reverſe. bas gol es Mer mg 


| 1 ele woman every man of ſenſ 
will carefully ſhun, as. a. moſt. diſagree, 

able, and even dangerous companion, 
But the ſecret reverence, | which tha 
majeſtic form Religion imprints on th 
hearts of all, is ſuch, that even the 
who will not ſubmit to its dictates them. 
ſelves, do yet wiſh it to be regarded hy 
thoſe with whom they are connected in 
the neareſt relation. The verieſt infide 
of them all, I am apt to believe, would 
be ſorry to find his ſiſter, daughter, or 
wife, under no reſtraint from religious 
principle. Thus it is, that even the 
greateſt libertines are forced to pay, at 
the ſame inſtant, a kind of implicit re. 
ſpe to the two main objects of thei 
profligate ſatire, Piety and Women; 
while they conſider theſe as formed for 
_ each other, and tacitly acknowledge that 
the firſt is the only effectual means d 


| enſuring the good behaviour of the laſt. 
Let them talk as long, and as contemp- 
tuouſly as they will, about that eaſy cre- 


dulity, and thoſe : ſuperſtitious MX terrors, 


which they pretend to be the foundation 
of your religion ; ſomething within will 
always give them the lie, ſo long as they 
perceive that your religion renders you 
 W more ſteadily - een and more oy 
_—_ 


But let us turn to Scripture, and ſee 
what peculiar incitement you have from 
Wthence to the profeſſion and practice of 


mark of honour, as ſignal as it was unex- 


that the greateſt perſonage who ever viſited 


or portant deſign, and who executed it in 
ate moſt wonderful manner, none other 
and none leſs than “ the fon of God, who 
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godlineſs. How encouraging to reflect, 
that the very firſt promiſe made to the hu- 
man race diſtinguiſhed your ſex with a 


anpled ! Need I explain myſelf by ſaying, 


our world, he who came on the moſt im- 


„ SERMON x. 


t was manifeſted to deſtroy the works 0 
„the devil,” and on their ruins to raise 
an empire of righteouſneſs and happinelz 
elevated as heaven, and laſting as eter- 
nity— that He, I ſay, was from the begin. 
ning predicted under the ſingular and 
intereſting character of © the ſeed of the 
«6 woman ?” How exalting a circumſtance 
for your whole ſex, that the Saviour d 
men, the admiration of angels, and the 
prince of heaven, was accordingly * in 
the fulneſs of time made of a woman" 
And, Oh, my young friends, what dignity 
will it for ever reflect on maiden virtue, 


that „ a virgin conceived and bore a ſon, 
© the only begotten of the Father, full d 


grace and truth?“ Where is the religion, 
or the philoſophy, that has lifted you 
nature fo high, or placed the beauty « 
female purity and excellence in a light f 
Conſpicubous and noble: 


Nor muſt we forget to take notice of tht 
particular honours, with which individuab 
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of your {ex have had their memories tranſ- | 


| mitted to poſterity by the ſacred records. 


Not to inſiſt on the females of the Old 


Testament, that © through faith have 


« obtained a good report; it merits your 


WE obſervation how many we read of in the 
. New, | who for the duties of devotedneſ; to 


eminence perfectly diſtinguiſhable, 


had denied, had even forſworn, and all 
the reſt had forſaken him and fled ; we 
and thoſe faithful and gentle creatures 
ſurrounding his croſs with lamentations, 


to avow, Never ſure did female tears ap- 
pear more graceful. Nor were they merely 
that tranſient flow of mechanical grief, 
ſo eaſily furniſhed by too many eyes, where 
the heart has little or no ſhare in the ſoft 


their Saviour, the liberalities of reſpe& to 
bis perſon, and even the heroiſm of zeal . 
in his cauſe, are marked out with a pre- 


When of his apoſtles the moſt ſanguine 


which they were neither aſhamed nor afraid 
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Find, | generous, and, as it might har 


gaſtriking proof of the courage and con. 


words, and geſtures on that occaſion, | 
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effuſion. The love which thoſe devouleire 
daughters of Jeruſalem bore to their maſter 
nothing could extinguiſh. Who has 10 
read that affecting ſtory of the viſit to hi 
ſepulchre, paid by the pious Marys an 
their little company, together with the 


proved, very hazardous purpoſe whid 
produced it? Their ſetting out alone, 1 

ſo early an hour, while it was yet dark; 
to engage in fo ſolemn a ſcene, afford 


ſtancy with which their piety had inſpire 
them, amidft all that ſpirits like thei 
muſt have ſuffered from fo many circum- 
ſtances of ſorrow. In their countenancy, 


think I read the painful, yet amiable emo- 
tions, that wrought in their tender throb- 
bing hearts. I am particularly charme 
with the eager anxiety, and beautiful di- 

treſs of Mary Magdalene, whoſe gratitude 
for the tranſcendent mercies ſhe had r- 
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eived, did then flame out with ſuch un- 
mmon fervour. While I contemplate 
he whole tranſaction, with the conduct 
hat preceded it, I cannot but admire that 
inſtice which, in preference to all others, 
ronoured thoſe excellent women with be- 
ing the firſt witneſſes and publiſhers of 
hriſt's reſurrection, or, as an ancient writer 
has expreſſed it, Apoſtles to the Apoſtles 
themſelves. A very natural, as it is in 
fect a moſt memorable atteſtation to their 
ſuperior attachment, and unconquerable 
fidelity! Surely it was not in vain, that 
the annals of inſpiration have regiſtered 
thoſe pleaſing facts with ſuch particularity. 
There they ftand, and will for ever ſtand, 
lluſtrious monuments of female worth, 
in a conjuncture moſt peculiarly trying, 
and of the extraordinary approbation it 
met with from him, in whoſe ſight devo- 
tion and perſeverance, affection and faith, 
vill always outſhine the more ſhowy 
qualities that fill the wor with hiſtory 
and wonder, 
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I T ſhould have mentioned before this, the 
friendſhip of Jeſus to the ſiſters of Lazarus; 
his applauſe of the woman of Canaan; {mee 
and his pathetic addrefs to the women who 
| followed him weeping, while he carrie 
his croſs. It is fikewiſe worthy of remark, 
that of all the diſciples, he who ſeems, in 
a: certain divine ſweetneſs of difpolttion; 
to have reſembled him moſt, dire&d 
one of thoſe epiſtles which make a part 
of our ſcriptures to a Lady, a perfon of 
diſtinction much reſpected by him and al} 
the believers of that time for her eminent 


And now if, with encouragements lite 
theſe to the love of God and of 'yout 
Saviour, any of you, my fair auditory; 
ſhould live in forgetfulneſs of both; what 


ſhall we ſay of ſuch, but that they are ! 
_ deſtitute of true ambition, and totally our 
inſenſible to the moſt nnn {2 hat 


vours of heaven! ? 


But perhaps we ſhall be told, that the 
derpetual flatteries which many of you 


inferior gifts, ſueh as youth, beauty, fancy, 
Uprigh:lineſs, prevent or deſtroy thofe bet- 
ter ſentiments which you might be other- 
viſe diſpoſed to cultivate. I doubt it not. 
But do ye plead this as an excuſe ? 
our ſituation, we have granted all along, 
bjecis you to temptations in particular 
ſtances. But we have now ſeen, that 
t frees you from other very dangerous 
ſnares, and includes the moſt powerful at- 
raftives to your duty. What are you to 


0 avail yourſelves of thefe advantages, 


„Noa he pad * 


it 
four ſex's weakeſt fide. To arm you on 


g a variety of precautions. I now add, 
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meet with from men on account of its 
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nfer from the whole, but that you ought : 


or fortifying and en 8 e e 


[ have J uſt named what appears to me 


bat I have had opportunities of offer- 


to be reſolved againſt all ſober enquiry} 
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and it ſhall be my laſt conſideration onthi 
occaſion, that Revelation concurs wig 
Reaſon to furniſh the ſtrongeſt weapons d 
defence againſt that adulation, which is f 
oreat an enemy to your ſouls, : 


That your ſouls are immortal is pro. 
bable from reaſon, and certain from re 
velation. But the arguments from either 
I hold it unneceſſary to propoſe hem 
To attempt the conviction of female 
fidels falls not within my preſent deſigu 
Indeed I fear it were a hopeleſs unden 
taking. The prepoſterous vanity, toge 
ther with the open or ſecret profligacy, þ 
which they have been warped into ſcepti- 
ciſm, would in all likelihood baMle anye 
deavours of mine. If they be not hoy 
ever ſo far gone in that unhappy ſyſtem, 


would earneſtly recommend to their per 
ſal a few of' the many excellent writings 
which this age and country have produce 
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ealed. At the ſame time I would juſt 
emind them, that the daring and diſpu- 
atious ſpirit of unbelief is utterly repug- 


Jocility which, in their ſex, is ſo pecu- 


„ny pleaſing to ours; not to mention, 
„at from an infidel partner a man can 


ave no proſpect of conſolation in thoſe 
jours of diſtreſs, when the hopes of fu- 
urity can alone adminiſter relief, — To 


obſerve, that the ſtedfaſt and ſerious 
lief of immortality, as pointed out in 


opel, will excite ſuch a mighty concern 
) ſecure its grand intereſts, ſuch a high 
ale of your internal dignity, ſuch a pre- 
minant ambition of being acceptable 
bis fight, who can make you happy or 
etched for ever, as muſt neceſlarily lefſen 


advantage, 7550 r v6.20 
vor. II. 3 


jn favour of religion both natural and re- 


du, my chriſtian hearers, I was going 


ur frame, and brought to light by the 


Jour eſteem every external and periſh» ; 


'-.O 


nt to female ſoftneſs, and to that ſweet 


of life, which in the eye of folly ſwell 
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If you be really poſſeſſed by thoſe 


principles, he that from ſpiritual and 


_ everlaſting objects would turn your chief 


regard to ſkin-deep and ſhort-lived allure, 
ments, will ſurely, in a moment of te. 
collection at leaſt, be looked upon by yay 
as a tempter to be ſhunned, That pride 


into ſuch importance, will ſhrink: ani 
fade away into its native littleneſs in he 
view, whoſe thoughts are often enter 
_ tained with the magnificence and ſplendy 
of eternal things. To that young woma 
ho, like her of Bethany, has choſe 
“e the good part,” who meekly penſive it 
at the feet of Jeſus, and with deliguuf 
reverence hears his words; the inſinu 
tion of the vicious, the impertinence 9 
the vain, in ſhort, whatever would 1 
her of her portion, or obſtruct her enjj 
ing it, will not, I think, be over-pleali 
To her the care of her ſalvation 1s til 
one thing needful. Compared with tl 
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tren the beſt things of this world appear, 

what in truth they are, but trifles; in 

which, becauſe the condition of mortality 
nakes it unavoidable, ſhe ſhares with 
chearfulneſs, but in which ſhe ſhares with 
rnoderation too, becauſe ſhe has buſineſs 
s mind of infinite moment. 


What ſhall it profit a man, if he 
a ſhall gain the whole world, and loſe his 
FF own foul ?”” The queſtion was aſked 
Wy him, who knew right well the value 
af both. Had he aſked, What ſhall it 
fa profit a Woman, if ſhe ſhall gain the 
ua whole world, and loſe her own ſoul ?” 
ould the ſtate of the queſtion have been 
tered? You will not ſay it. Weighed 
inſt a ſoul, the empire of the earth 
ere duſt in the balance. What then 
all we call thoſe things, for which 
ners are daily forfeiting their ſalvation? 
ell me, ye flattered fair ones, what is 
e worth of praiſe or admiration from 
K2 
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knaves, or from fools, for which ſo may 
of you are ready to forfeit yours ? Ye 
daughters of Vanity, tell me what wil 
_ dreſs, or ſhow, or gaiety of any kind, 
where God and goodneſs are neglected, 
“profit in the day of wrath ?” In that 
day of diſcovery and deciſion, what wil 
appearances avail Give me back tbeſ 
laſt ſentences: I had forgotten : Dreß, 
ſhow, gaiety, appearances, will be then no 
more. — But hold; before we look ſo far, 
let us ſee what they can perform now. 


They can attract attention; they ca 
allure deſire; they can excite encomium, 


deceive the unwary, and captivate the weak, 
for a little. But inform us, ye boaſted 
beauties, who are told every day of your 
power, what permanent effential good cat 
it procure? Bring it to the proof. Bid 
the ſun that meaſures your days, ſand 
ſtill; command the current of time tht 
Hurries you along, to ſtop; ſay to wrink- 
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| led age, to fell diſeaſe, to grim death, Ap- 


proach me not, ye frightful forms. Alas! 


they are deaf as the adder, and ſtubborn 
as the rock. Try then your influence in 


ſome ſmaller thing, Make the experiment 
on the head-ach : enjoin it to be gone. 


It goes not. But perhaps the heart- ach 


may hear, and obey: your inward feel- 


ings at leaſt ſhould be under your con- 


troul, But you have given them the rein; 


nor will they be checked on a ſuddeti. 
| While you have thought only of conquer- 
ing other hearts, you have ſuffered head- 
ſtrong paſſions to conquer your own. 
Summon then your worſhippers, and or- 


der them to interpoſe ; ſee if by all their 


| incenſe, and all their zeal, they can keep 
you young in ſpite of years, or make you 
glad in ſpite of affliction. They are ſilent. 


[Aſk them, if they will undertake to die for 


you? They retire, Call after them— 


Will you anſwer for us at the judgment 


day? Again that awful period ruſhes on 
| K 3 
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| the mind. Ah, my friends, what wil ye 
do then without religion? The Sa 
is big with horror. Then, then it ſhal 
be ſeen, with an evidence bright and ter. 
_ Tible as the funeral fire of Nature, that 
4 beauty is deceitful, and favour is vain.“— 
gut what means that univerſal ſhout q 
buman and angelic voices? What work 
are thoſe, which I hear reſounding through 
the aſſembly of the univerſe? * A woman 
e that feareth the Lord, She {hall k. 
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ſhall be praiſed. 


Tr „from what has been advanced con- 


r! 4 . 


fits importance and neceſſity; you will 
aturally attend, while I proceed, with- 
ut any preface, to ſhow you, in what 


panner it may be cultivated with moſt 
uacceſs. 


lt is difficult to ſay whether the inſtru- 
ental duties of religion, as they are uſu- 


4 bich becometh women rofe 7 ng G * 
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Favour is deceitful, and beauty is wain : 
but a woman that feareth the Lord, She 


cerning Female Piety, you he ſatisfied 
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ally termed, have been more miſrepreſey 
ed by ſuperſtition and hypocriſy on oy 
band, or by vicious refinement and yi 

_ philoſophy on the other. By the ſome 
they have been extolled, as if they wen 
the whole of religion; while the Jat 
| Have decried them as vulgar, unayailing 
and inſignificant. The real truth is, th 
they are not only a part of religion, but; 
eſſential and important part of it; eſſenti 
as expreſſing its ſeveral affections, and ig 
portant, as nouriſhing and maintaini 
them; eſſential, as a direct complian 
with the divine authority, and importa 
as rendering ſuch compliance. more rex 
| and habitual. 


Habits, we all know, are formed | 
many reiterated acts; and if tack: Inf 
continued, thoſe will i in time be loſt, 
good impreſſions are at firſt produced | | 
proper attention, ſo, if this be ſuſpende 
they will ſoon fade from the mind; u 


at leaſt were produced there in oppoſition 


originally ſo powerful a hold of the hu- 


without that interchange of words and 
actions, if the perties be near; or that 


be not, to which it naturally inclines. 
hat could you expect from him, who 
ſhould profeſs to entertain an affection for 
you, and yet teſtify no deſire of your com- 


r if abſent never enquire after you! 
Wcligion is a Divine Friendſhip, to be 
degun and continued nearly in the ſame 
anner with that which is Human; 


liſparity between the Creator and the 


pure and perfect, and a dependant mind 
mbodied and frail. 
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the ſooner, no doubt, that many of them 


appetite, faſhion, and the maxims of the 
world. Even friendſhip itſelf, which has 


nan heart, is not to be preſerved alive, 


ommerce of thoughts and wiſhes, if they 
pany, take nodelight in your converſation, 


making allowance ſtill for the infinite 


creature, between the Sovereign Spirit all 
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— cultivating a friendſhip which ib | 
wiſlied to be thorough and laſting, y 
would often ſtep afide from the crom 

to enjoy the freedom of undiſturbed con 
verſe; you would lay open your hen 
with confidence to the object belovel 
liſten to each communication with ple; 
ſure, enter more and more into the fam 
conceptions, exchange every poſſible mai 
of eſteem, and, in the end, eſtabliſh ; 
union of intereſts and of ſouls alike clok 
and tender. Now here we have ſom 
reſemblance of private devotion. It 
not my defign to purſue this reſemblane! 
through its ſeveral parts; neither do 
pretend to ſay, that it holds minutely i 
every one of them: but the genen 
ground is clear to her who believes ina 
omnipreſent Deity, and knows that bt 
tween minds there may be an intercourl 
independent of the ſenſes. The applica 
tion, can only be learnt by practice, and 
much practice too, | 
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dice muſt be often attended to in the 
lence of the paſſions, and the ſecrecy 
the ſoul. Thoſe are yet ſtrangers to 
IN ir Maker, who cannot end ure to think 
him, or do not love to turn to him, 
hen alone. Is the reverſe of this, my 


oout after him, as its beſt and greateſt 
dect? Is it your joy to pour it forth 


pquit it with unwillingneſs? Do you 


ur gratitude, humility, meekneſs, re- 


it will not be learnt by thoſe who have 
e reliſh for retirement. The Almighty's 


* hearer, your caſe ? Are your medi- 
ons of God ſweet ? Does your heart 


ito his paternal boſom ? Do you fre- 
vently find the exerciſe fo delightful, as 


enerally perceive your ſentiments raiſed 
nd refined by it, your ideas of your duty 
uckened and enlarged, your deteſtation 
{the contrary confirmed and heightened, 
dur reſolutions invigorated of courſe, 


nation, and good affeCtions of every 
Ind, improved? Then are you a true 


* you 
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worſhipper. Theſe are ſome of the © ge pl 


nuine enn of piety. 


A not, whether they be there 
ſult of longer or ſhorter prayers, of ſtudied 
forms or extempore addreſs, of more 0 
fewer ſtated ſeaſons for ſuch offices. It 
' theſe particulars different minds requite: 
_ diverſity, or a different education occz 
fions it. But ſhe, I ſuppoſe, will be th 
_ greateſt proficient in the Spirit of Prayer 
who is at the greateſt pains to be fo; 
do not mean in the way of ſcience or art 
but in that of earneſtneſs and perſeverance 


Beſide the regular, invariable, and { 
lemn performance of your morning ant 
evening devotions, it would be well! 
now and then, eſpecially on the day 0 
facred reſt, you took repeated opportuii 
ties of entering into your cloſet, ſhuttin 
your door, and praying to your Fathd 
who ſees in ſecret; according as you fount 
yourſelf in a happier diſpoſition for {uc 
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" ployment, or were prompted to it by 

on, or exigence in your ſoul. And if 
t certain times of the year, pointed out 

religious cuſtom, or fixed upon by per- 
nal choice, you were to conſecrate tt 
hole day to holy retreat and devotional 
xerciſes, joined with prudent faſting ; 
ow would, I am perſuaded, find it as 


comes ſtrongly recommended by the ex- 
rience of the ſaints. 


our ſingle fund of thought and expreſ- 
on, ſuppoſing it even rich and various, 
or confine yourſelf entirely to forms, by 


her, and ſometimes a mixture of both, 


me peculiar occurrence in your ſitua- 


ghly beneficial in your own practice, as 


3 nicht he e by me, you- 


zould in prayer neither truſt wholly to 


qhatever man or ſet of men compoſed 3 
t uſe ſometimes one, ſometimes the 


ult as the attraction of your mind ſeems. 
dlead at the moment, or as any of theſe 
nethods may on trial be attended with 


c 
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moſt ſatisfaction and advantage. In effed, 
I am convinced that of thoſe who, in thi 
kind of commerce, limit themſelves tg 
will often, particularly in circumſtancy 
of bad health or ſpiritual dryneſs, be re. 
duced to ſuch ſtraits as muſt produce: 
poverty of devotion which they could not 
ſuffer, did they proceed on a larger foun- 
dation. On the other hand, I canndt 
conceive, that, even amongſt thoſe whoar 
| moſt devoted to forms, any ſincere war 
ſhipper ſhould not by the ſwelling of ſent. 
ment, and the current of devotion, be fre- 
quently carried away into a freer and fulle 
effuſion of the heart. 1 5 


As ca ah of thoſe duties, I would 
only ſay, that you muſt be governed by 
your condition both outward and inward; 
that you are to avoid every thing carelels, 
or formal, whether with or without pre. 
- conceived words; that little intermiſſion 
are often extremely uſeful to relieve i . al 
Vo 


mind, and fit it for a new exertion of its 

powers; but that on the other ſide, by 
paying in continuity, the ſoul is often 
armed into life and energy, till that ex- 
riſe which was begun with . * 
dude with een. 


When If wo of MeQtion, let me warn 
ou not to miſtake the efferveſcence of 
ancy for the ſpirit of devotion. They are 
vo things widely different. By their 
fruits ye ſhall know them.“ The fluency, 
ars, and rapture, produced by the firſt, 
mechanical, ſuperhcial, and ineffective ; 
neendering only the confidence of En- 
Wuſaſm, or waſting themſelves. in the 
rupuloſity of Superſtition, The laſt, 
bough frequently accompanied with flu- 
cy, tears, and rapture, at leaſt in minds 
much ſenſibility, is yet often not ſo; 
It then it leaves the heart better, how- 
er this may not be diſcerned immediate 
: She who ſometimes perhaps, like the 


ff abaſed publican, is able only to figh 
ou. I. L 
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out © God be merciful to me a ſinner" 


may in that all-ſeeing eye be as acceptabl 
as the moſt eloquent petitioner that en 0 
addreſſed the throne of heaven. We re 4 
of <* the ſpirit's helping our infirmitic" | „ 
in this very exerciſe, “and making i- > 
<< terceſſion for us with groanings thy 8 
cannot be uttered,” ſy 
Mental prayer, and filent ejaculation, | 5 
will not now conſider. They are the: 
tainments of perſons far advanced in e ;1 
votion. By purſuing the track I poi FRY 
out, you may hope to reach them in : 
degree or another; and ſome experienceinhi® aud 
them will lead you to more. Thoſe u vo. 
can abſtract and concentrate their minds by 
ſo as readily to place themſelves in the pol... 
ſence of God, wherever they. are, and imp 
converſe with him even in a crowd, wit heas 
ther by continued contemplation, o M ns 
ſudden dartings of pious affection towai pray 
him on the point of a vigorous thought, c rh 


tainly poſſeſs a very noble _— frulth 


too as renders them much leſs dependant 
on the accidents of their ſttuation, ſince let 


what they will, they may be ſtill with 
God, calm, ſelf-poſſeſſed, and happily diſ- 
poſed to“ pray always: a ſtate of 


Is known uy few. 


There is à kind of middle practice, 
which is probably leſs uncommon, as it is 


vords are diſtinctly and deliberately ſpoken 
by the worſhipper, who by fuch means 
preſerves his ideas from diffipation, and 
impreſſes them more deeply on his own 


Potion; 
L 3 
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ſite of edificatioh and enjoyment ; fuch 


their buſineſs or other engagements be 


ſpiritual life, which there is reaſon to fear 


certainly more eaſy ; that of praying with 
a repreſſed voice, or one not in the leaſt 
audible to a ſecond perſon, while yet the 


heart. J ſaid deliberately ; becauſe, in 
this as well as in every other method of 

payer,” hurry and precipitation are ut- 
terly AE conan with the ſ Ft of de- 
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Of even the da and nl retired 
minds it may, I believe, be affirmed, that 
they never think at all, on whatever occa- 
ſion, without the ſecret or internal uſe of 
language, although they ſeldom attend to 
it, Be that as it may, I am ſatisfied that 
vocal prayer, whether more or leſs articy- 
late, will be found, in general, by far the 
moſt proportioned to the human, and par- 
ticularly to the female faculties. Of the 
manner laſt mentioned we have a remark- 

able example in the mother of Samuel, lt 
is a beautiful paſſage, ſtrongly expreſſive of 


the workings of a devout but ſorrowful wi 
ſpirit, and at the ſame time of the power of ga 
devotion to turn. ſorrow and ighing into im 
joy and praiſe. or 
ay 

Don thing we may boldly pronounce, Wi ch 
as a maxim which will never fail; that che 
ſhe has worſhipped to purpoſe, in what- WW ou 
ever mode ſhe has worſhipped, who comes Wi cu 
away improved or eſtabliſhed in worthy Wi yo. 


diſpoſitions, whether theſe be attended 
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with much emotion or with none, with 
much delight or with little, at the time. 
This remark I judged peculiarly neceſſary 
| here, conſidering how eaſily you, my young 
| friends, may be miſled on this ſubje& by 
| that ardour of paſſion, and that vivacity of 
fancy, which are fo natural to you; and 
which, wherever devotion is concerned, 
are ſo prone to aſſume its name, when at 
| the very beſt they can only aid its flights. 


On the ſame principle, I would caution 
you not to loſe yourſelves in generalities ; 
which, however they may chance to en- 
| gage the underſtanding, or entertain the 
magination, ſeldom touch the conſcience, 
or intereſt the heart. In converſing with 
a virtuous and intimate friend, you would 
chooſe certainly to dwell on thoſe matters 
that affected you moſt nearly, or to throw 
out thoſe reflexions that moſt readily oc- 
curred. In this higher correſpondence, 
you ſhould do the ſame ; only with more 
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the '-common opinion, that the ſeveral 


ed, ought to enter into every longer 20 
olf devotion, What is this, but to reduce 
into a mere trial of ſkill, or to reſtrain 
within the trammels of a ſyſtem, and 


free and unaffected, natural and noble! 
| © whole plan of our converſation; that! 


may he ſure to introduce ſuch and ſuch 


very little acquaintance with the ſpirit of 
friendſhip, In that, my ſiſters, and in 


ſolemni ity, and greater abſtraction from 
Poplar objects. 


, \ Nothing can ba more erroneous than 


parts of prayer, as they are uſually term- 


thereby degrade to a laborious and jejune 
piece of formality, that which ought to be 


I am going into the company of a boſom- 
friend. Let me ſettle before-hand the | 


topics, in order to diſcuſs them ſeverally 
5 one after another, at full length, and with 
due connexion. He who ſhould talk 
in this manner would diſcover, methinks, 
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ttue devotion; ere nothing, believe me, 
| artificial, nicely managed, or elaborately 


| ſtudied. Eſteem, ſentiment, confidence, 


| 2-ſympathy of ſoul, and the overflowings 
| of the heart, are all in all. I think not at 
| preſent of the public offices of religion, 


| where, in thoſe who lead them, more regu- 


brit and accuracy are no doubt required. 


On the whole, when you addreſs the 
ſeat of mercy, you ought to ſpeak what 
you feel moſt ſtrongly at that particular 
| ſeaſon ; to follow without ſcruple the in- 


ward attraction before- mentioned; to in- 
ſiſt on thoſe things of a ſpiritual nature, 
| that are then attended with the greateſt 
icliſh ; to continue your attention to them 
calmly, but fixedly, while that, reliſn re- 
mains; then to paſs on, if time and other 


R permit, to ſomething elſe, 


kill without any agitation or- violent. ef- 
fort ; nor deeming it neceſſary to follow 
[out this new track, ſhould another preſent 
| LW. 
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lies more parallel to the courſe of your 
thoughts on the occaſion; chiefly concern. 
ed to keep alive a ſenſe of that great pre- 
ſence in which you are, of thoſe wants and 


| weakneſſes under which you labour, of | 


what you owe to others as well as to 
yourſelves, and of that divinely efficacious 


interceſſion, through which alone you 


wiſh and hope to be heard and accepted. 


A compoſed, affectionate, and ſteady at- 
tention to theſe and ſuch like rules (for | 


cannot 'now enter into - the full detail} 
will, if I be not greatly miſtaken, prove 
one effectual mean of cultivating the life 


and power of religion within you. I need 
not add, what you have been told times 
without number, and what your own 


hearts cannot on the leaſt reflexion fail to 


repeat; that no prayers can be effeQual 
for this or any one good purpoſe, which 
are not accompanied with a correſpondent 
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vatchful neſs and faithful . of fevery 
other duty. 


| the practice of devotion, now recommend- 
| ed, cannot take place without much pre- 


| well-known part is the Reading of the 
| Scriptures, On this a very few obſerva- 
| tions ſhall ſuffice, 


For acquiring what is generally ſtyled 
Religious Knowledge, reading the ſcrip- 
tures throughout, and often large portions 
at a time, may be perfectly proper. For 


| ſpeak of chiefly under this denomination, 
I mean a practical and vital ſenſe of things 


as [ conceive, ſhould be followed. 


me — Wo 


Short and ſele& paſſages from both 


t Teſtaments, but eſpecially the New, 


But it may be neceſſary to ſubjoin, that 


| paration from time to time; of which one 
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| divine and everlaſting, a different method, 


and more particularly from the hiſtory 
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peruſed and pondered at leiſure, fi 


indeed for the moſt part, except where 
there is a manifeſt difficulty; in doing 


truth, and to the ſecret teachings of it 
Author. When, in this way, you meet 
with one or more verſes, that ſtrike you 
with peculiar conviction or delight; close 
the book, revolve them again and again, 


of Spirits to write their meaning on yolt 


vent in prayer. The pleaſure and the 


to be loſt in the ſucceeding ſcenes. Next 
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and e of our r Saviour, ſhould be 


without any. commentary at all, and þ 


which, you ſhould with awful reverence 
and child-like ſimplicity lay your mind 
open to the native impreflions of the 


look up to heaven, and implore the Father 


hearts, as „ with the point of a dia. 
« mond.“ Read nothing more at that 
time, nothing at leaſt that has not 2 
near relation to the ideas and affections 
they excite, Give thele an eaſy unſtudied 


benefit will be unſpeakable. Only ſuffer 
ot the tincture thereby left upon you, 
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morning review the ſame paſſage; endea- 
your to recall the ſame ſentiments, and 
with your pencil mark it for your future 
benefit. e Sabi 


A young lady formerly of my acquaint- 


this practice. Her Bible was infinitely 


all over. Its ſacred contents were en- 


was delivered into the mould of it. She 
ved in Innocence, and died in triumph. 


Is it neceſſary, my beloved diſciples, 
that I ſhould urge you to the ſtudy of a 


iſe to ſalvation, is calculated alſo to 


awaken the ſublimeſt ſenſibilities, on à 
thouſand topics? A book it certainly is, 


. . 
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ance, who is now reading the character 
and will of her Creator in the light of 
the beatific viſion, uſed daily to follow 


prized by her; whatever was moſt excel- 
nt in it, ſhe had thought and weighed 


gtayen on her ſoul ; or rather her ſoul. 


book which, while it tends to make you 


emen the moſt affecting views and 
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full of entertainment as well as indus 
tion, compoſed by a great diverſity a 
authors, and all of them divinely tauyht 
I think I ſee them, one after ariother, 
_ preſenting for your improvement their r. 
ſpective writings, with an aſpect of dip 
nity and ſweetneſs combined, the digi 

of truth, and the ſweetneſs of beneyg- 
| lence; both derived from him, who in. 
ſpired them to be the teachers of ma- 
kind, and who, in order to gain then 
the more belief and veneration, inveſted 
many of them with a command ove 
Nature, and a knowledge of Futurity, | 
which none but the God of Nature, and 
the Spirit of Omniſcience could impatt 
1 think I hear them ſeverally addreffng 
you, in the | name of God, with at 
authority that can only be equalled by 
their mildneſs, on ſubjects the grande 
and moſt important, in a happy variety 
of ſtyles, amidſt an uniformity of ſent: 
ments, and an agreement in facts, which 


the multiplicity of them conſidered, mil 
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wet appear truly admirable ! What ſhall 
L ſay more? — I will not deſire you to 
22d this book called the Bible, if you 
can ſhow me another containing ſo much 
o inform, impreſs, and delight reflect- 
ing minds, laid together in a manner ſo 
xtenfively adapted to their various turns 
of underſtanding, taſte, and temper; 
which people of different and diſtant 
untries, through a long ſucceflion of 
ages, have held in ſo much reverence, 


it is ſa difficult to determine, which 
are moſt diſtinguiſhed, eaſe and ſimpli- 


1s ſo little to diſcourage the weakeſt ſpirit 
if docite, and ſo much to gratify the 
frongeſt if candid ; where the fancy and 
the heart, the intelle& and the con- 
ſcience, are applied to by turns with ſuch 
familiarity, and yet ſuch majeſty; in 
ine, where the frailties, diſorders, and 
liſtrefles of human nature, are all ſo 


ad read with ſo much advantage; where 


city, or | ſublimity and force, but where 
al are ſo beautifully united ; where there 
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"moſt irreligious ſpirit, that is, without a 
candour or fairneſs, I do not wifh you 
to read at all. Mere argumentative theo- 
logy I have never known to improve th 
temper, or | regulate the N conduct; but 
often to hurt both. Happily for you in- 


In that way ; never, I think, where ther 
is female ſweetneſs. By a good provi 
dence you have been taught “ the trutt 


to practiſe, not to diſpute about it. En- 
joy your faith in modeſt filence, and 
think well of thoſe who differ from you 
in opinions, if they agree in morals; bu 
learn to deſpiſe the futility, while 0 


feelingly laid open, and the remedis 


which heaven has einn ſo tend 


ma But to reh 


Of books in Divinity 1 & not wilt 


you to read very many. Thoſe in the wy 
of Religious Controverſy, as it is called, 


but which are frequently written in: 


deed, the female taſte very feldom lie 


« nas it is in Jeſus,” Be it your ambition 


diſcourage the impudence, of fuck; av 


$ 


religion. Be aſſured they. are often. empty, 
| and always worthleſs. If they attempt 
it in the ſtyle of banter,. they offer you 
n affront. If they affect to ſeem. in 


and ſolicitous to remove them by con- 


berlation, and by books which they are 


ſigns. Flee. them, my fair pupils, flee 
them with horror, as tempters and aner 
at the ſame. instant. 


By ee e of ſincerely 


thence you will be diſpoſed to chooſe and 
adhere to thoſe writers, of whatever com- 


would. pretend to talk you out of your 


earneſt, to be ſorry for your prejudices, 


ready. to lend you; a hundred to one, 
but they are actuated by the worſt de- 


obeying the precepts of the goſpel, 
while you meekly embrace its dodtrines, 
as they appear to you ſet forth in the 
ſeriptures, you will have the witneſs of 
its divinity within yourſelves, From 


munion, that are calculated to make you 
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moſt in love with your Saviour and your 
duty. The formal and frigid you will 
naturally diſlike ; the uncharitable and 
illiberal you will nobly deteſt ; the triſing 
and ſuperficial you will very eaſily con- 
temn. Thoſe books, how well ſoever re-. 
commended, that even in your graveſt 
hours do not attract and perſuade you, 
II now ſuppoſe you pious): ye will rez. 
dily perceive are not the books for you, 
Such as do both in a greater or leſs de- 
gree, it is apparent, are adapted to your 
caſt of mind. Thoſe in ſhort, will be 
your favourite authors, whether in verſe: 
or proſe, whom you find moſt frequently 
new and intereſting; who preſent the 
moſt pathetic pictures of this world and Wt w 
the next; who tell you moſt convincing} 
what you are, and what you ought to be; 
who, in a word, ſeem to addreſs them- 
ſelves with the greateſt power to the ſpirit 
of ingenuity, humility, contrition, {elf- 
denial, ſolid TO and ene de- e ou! 
140 ler tl 

Vol 


public Inſtitutions of religion. The ſu- 


perior regularity of your ſex in this reſpect 


the men, to ſay the truth, ſhow very little 
nclination to diſpute, May the women 


ſho do not, 


Let your attendance be more than what 


X 
ſe e world calls decent: let it be punQual, 
ly te that becomes deficient in ſuch punc- 


 neoleCt it without any. It is wonder- 
how ſoon a ſenſe of futurity dies:from 
eul, . Have you. ever known it to live, 


tr the Sabbath Was grown into con- 
Vol. II. Nee M 
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I take it for granted you attend on the 
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uke care to convince them, that it is ſome- 
ting more than mere regularity! In the 
mean time J am ſure, that they who per- 
form their firſt duties, are much more like- 
to perform their ſecond „ than they | 


aity, will ſoon become indifferent about 
e whole. Having omitted her duty un- 
toeſſarily once, a ſecond, and a third 
me, ſhe will omit it the fourth with leſs 
mpunCtion ; and ere long will be ready 
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tempt? What multitudes have been force 


to date their ruin from that period ? : 
But not to ſpeak of the openly profane, K 
do thoſe ſanctify the ſabbath to whom i 
is not a delight, who viſit the houſe of " 
God without preparation, and worltinh x, 
there without devotion ? What ſhall w 
ay of many a young woman who p, «; 
for good and pious, although ſhe can 0 
for an hour together behave with ſedat hie. 
nels, or compoſure, in the immediate ? n 
ſence of the Moſt High? That mi. 
muſt be volatile indeed, which the fon... 
nities of a chriſtian aſſembly cannot hx nan 
alittle. Do we wiſh you then to dige 
your faces like the Phariſees, to hang it 
heads like a- bulr uſh, or to practiſe 16 ume 
gious grimace of any kind? No. i: 
| even the graveſt look, or moſt recolleaF- h 
manner, a certain ſign of piety ? Mi. b 
not: and yet will you- ſay, that fu. .: 
look and manner are of no importance ed . 


| ſuch, an occaſion ; that they are not nil 
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fally ſuited to it; or that the ſpirit of piety 
may very probably dwell in her heart, 
whoſe countenance and carriage even on 
that occaſton do not bear the marks of it, 
who even then cannot reſtrain the rolling 
eue forget the conſcious air, or leave the 
luttering demeanour ? 


Believe me, ladies, a different beha- 
tour would appear much more becoming. 
Men of ſenſe and ſobriety would entertain 
a much better opinion of your principles; 
nor would it be any diſadvantage to your 
perſons, Never perhaps does a fine wo- 
man ſtrike more deeply, than when com- 
poſed into pious recollection, and poſſeſſed 
ith the nobleſt conſiderations, ſhe aſ- 
umes, without knowing it, ſuperior dig- 
y and new graces ; ſo that the beauties 
It holineſs ſeem to radiate about her, and 
e by-ſtanders are almoſt induced to fancy 
Kr already worthipping amongft her kin- 
ed angels, 


\ Mos 
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hut to return to the point immediately ii 
before us; I ſay, that the habit of feri. f 
ouſneſs and devotion in church, will pro- { 
duce very deſirable effects on your temper Wi ; 
and conduct out of it. By beginning the Wi *: 
week well, you will retain through the le 
remainder a certain impreſſion of good. le 
neſs, that will follow you every where; at 
the ſame time that, by ſuch avowed tefi. 
monies of reſpect for your Maker and Sa: m 
viour, you will enſure the continuance of WW no 
the divine benediction and aſſiſtance. pal 
: The great advantages ariſing from 28M ven 
diligent attention to the Preaching of the YM her 
word, and alſo from an early, frequent, WM reſc 
and devout participation of the Led the 
ſupper, I will not now enter on. The of! 
are abundantly obvious, and have bern ay 


frequently enforced. But J cannot qui ann 

the ſubject of the ſabbath without obſer 
ing, that to thoſe, who join in the public 
ſervices of that day, its utility is often to 
tally defeated by their reſigning the eie 
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ing to company and recreation; the gene- 
ral tendency of | theſe being to efface any 


ſerious impreſſions made in the preceding 
part of it. For ſuch a practice, you my 
fair charge, who have commonly ſo much 


leiſure upon your hands, cannot plead che 


leaſt excuſe, 


Very hard it is, if thoſe who give ſo 
many other evenings to amuſement, can- 
not find in their heart to give this or a 


part of it to God. But, alas! it is that 


rery paſſion for amuſement, which pre- 


vents or dulls the taſte for devotion. To 


her indeed, who will not be perſuaded to 


reſcue ſo ſmall a portion of her time from 


the gaieties of the world for the purpoſes 
of her ſalvation, we cannot hope to ſay 
ay thing that will be of uſe. She who 
cannot enjoy the company of her Creator 


for an hour or two, remote from all other 


company, was never initiated into the 
Hs of ne: friendſhip : ſhe is yet 
M3 
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in her ſins, © alienated from the life of 
„ God; dead while ſhe lives; jn a ſpiri. 
tual ſenſe dead, alive only to animal natur 
and the tumultvous dreams of a diftem. 


40 Who think it ſolitude to be alone. Fr 
5 Our reaſon, guardian angel, and our God! 


And all ere long ſhall be remote but 


avail you, in this caſe, to plead even the 
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pered mind; in ſhort, a poor giddy worth- 
leſs creature, incapable of whatever | is vile 


or happy. 


« Oh! loſt to virtue, loſt to ſober thought 
<« Loſt to the noble ſallies of the ſoul, 


ce Communion ſweet! communion large and 
„  INCAE 


„Then neareſt mea] when others moſt re- 
_ mote z 


theſe, 
« How dreadful then to meet them all alone, 
* Wanger, unacknowledg'd, _— 


bt tremble at the thought. Nor will it 


utmoſt exactneſs and conſtancy in your 
attendance on the ſanctuary. That along 
will prove nothing. Entertainment may 
ſill be the idol which you worſhip, and 
worſhip even in the temple of Jehovah. 
If you ſay it is not, let us bring you to the 
teſt, When you return home from the 
houſe of God, can you retire with plea- 
ſure to your cloſets, impoſe ſilence on 
your fancies, command your paſſions to 
be ſtill, exclude every thought of dreſs, 
and diverſion, company and admiration 
review what you have been doing, recall 
what you have heard, make application if 
it almit of any (there are few diſcourſes 
that admit not of ſome ;) and then caſting 
yourſelves down at the footſtool of the 
throne of God, pour out your hearts be- 
fore him, confeſs with ſimplicity and ſor- 
row your fins and corruptions, implore 
the grace of repentance and remiſſion for 
what is paſt, of diſcernment to know your 
duty for the future, and of fortitude to 
do it, forming at the ſame time unfeigned 


M 4 
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reſolutions to that purpoſe; joining to 
the whole the adoration of the divine at- 
tributes, as they ſucceſſively or jointly riſe 
to your view; and, finally, throwing 
yourſelves on the divine mercy through | 
_ Chriſt Jeſus ?—Can you do this? Is it 
pour favourite and habitual employment, 
in the evening of that day which God 

has made for himſelf? To her who can 

| honeſtly anſwer in the affirmative, I will 
acknowledge freely that, next to the daily 
tenor of a conduct uniformly. chriſtian, | 
ſhe gives one of the beſt proofs of ſince- 
rity in her religious profeſſion ; nor is 
there any thing excellent in that, which 
I ſhould not expect from a practice fo 
wiſe and pious, But what is to be ex- 
| pected of thoſe who know nothing of 
this? Or what can be ſaid of their inten- 
tions in going to church, who the mo- 
ment they leave it leave every reflection 
which it ought to have imprinted, and 
reſolve to think of religion that day no 
more than if they had not heard or men- 
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toned a ſyllable relating to it? St. James 
will inform you whom they are like. 
They are “ like unto a man beholding 
« his natural face in a glaſs : for he be- 
« holdeth himſelf and goeth his way, 
« 2nd ſtraightway forgetteth what manner 
« of man he was.” —— Do men then ſo. 
readily loſe the image of themſelves ? 
No; but the apoſtle muſt be underſtood 
to ſpeak of ſome thoughtleſs creature, 
who, on looking accidentally into a glaſs, 
and obſerving certain ſpots or ſtains in 
his face, which he ought inſtantly to 
wipe off, turns away in haſte without 
wailing himſelf of the diſcovery, and, in 
the purſuit of other objects, entirely ne- 
glects a circumſtance that demanded his 
immediate attention. I leave you to ap- 
ply the remark, and only add in general, 
that the cloſet muſt enforce what the 
pulpit has ſuggeſted ; that as, like Lydia, 
you ſhould attend diligently to the things 
which are ſpoken in the name of God, 
ſo, like Mary, you ſhould keep and pon- 


fant than improving. Nor do I mean 
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der them in your hearts; and that 2 
Jeſus himſelf, diſmiſſing the multitudes 
together with his diſciples, “ went up 
into a mountain apart to pray,” fo you, 
diſengaging yourſelves from the inter- 
ruption of a crowd, and the company 
even of your moſt intimate connexions, 
ſhould ſtep aſide, more particularly at the 
feaſon in queſtion, to converſe: with his 
Father and your F n with his God 
and ant e 


Think not How any thing I have faid, 
that I want to ſubje& you to the rules of 
Jewiſh rigour, under the mild diſpenſation 
of the Goſpel, What I propoſe will 
render the Chriſtian ſabbath no leſs plex 


to preclude on that day the chearful reci- 
procations of holy friendſhip ; which they 
that have a taſte for them will cally 
diſtinguiſh from the unſeaſonable pal- 
times and promiſcuous viſitings, in which 
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many fine Indies of the preſent age paſs 
their 4 abner ot 


carry me too far. To manage religious 


furniſhed, it may not be difficult. But 


n WW meet, grave diſcourſe will require to be 
It ſeguently varied, relieved, and ſuſpended, 
-n order to _ up its veils 

n 

WM Mach ſentiment is apt to overwhelm. 


its elaſticity impaired, In general com- 


Thus I am brought to ſay ſomething 
of Religious Converſation. An attempt 
t diſcuſs fo important a topic would 


converſation with propriety and advantage, 
is for the moſt part an affair of great de- 
leacy. In the more retired intercourſe 
of congenial minds, well taught and well 
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ſuch, I fear, are not often found; and 
even where ſuch have' the hippinelsr to 


| The ſoul quickly ſeeks relaxation. The 
bow cannot be long bent without having 


pany, ſubjects - of devotion and morality 


2 
5 
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would, as the. world goes, be utter 
improper, Good Lord ! to what is thi 
generation ſunk, that even amongſt ch. 
racters otherwife decent a man can ſeldom 
or ever introduce a ſolemn reflexion, with- 
out incurring the imputation of cant c 
_ Impertinence ? When ſhall it be the 
mode to converſe like immortal beings} 
Where is the faſhionable circle noy, 
in which a ſerious. obſervation can be 
prudently hazarded, if not ſtolen upon 
them with art and inſinuation? Neither 
| is this a part for you to take 22 a 
ſelves. 


EA modeſty is often filent ; female 
decorum is never bold. Both forbid : 
young woman to lead the converſation; 
and true religion dreads every thing that 
might look oftentatious. The moſt pru- 
dent courſe you can purſue is to aſſociate, 
as much as poſſible, with -thoſe that from 
xeal principle love the ſhade, With them 
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you may ſafely unboſom yourſelves on the 
beſt ſubjects, without the danger of ridicule, 
or the ſuſpicion of affectation. When 
the children of Wiſdom aſſemble, out of 
the ſight and din of Folly ; what improve- 
ment and felicity crown the ſcene! How 
delightfully do they then mingle fouls ! 
Nor does their parent diſdain to ſport with 
her offspring. T mean, that genuine piety 


knows how to blend recreation and ſmiles 


with ſentiment and gravity. 


: tang mentioned Sentiment ſo often, 
I will now once for all offer you a cau- 
tion, on which I lay a particular ſtreſs. 


[tis this; not to miſtake the capacity of 


thinking juſtly, or of talking well, . for 
the ſame thing with a diſpoſition to act 
wiſely, The truth is, that people are 


not wiſe in conſequence either of pro- 


found knowledge, or vaſt learning, or 
beautiful notions, or the moſt cultivated 


taſte, or the greateſt ability in diſplaying 
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theſe; but by virtue of a few plain no. 
tions ſettled into principles of conduq; 


even as people are not healthy by felt 
ing on rich dainties, or indulging to x 
nice palate, but by living on ſimpler fare, 


where temperance does not wiſh for much 
variety, and where hunger does not want 


Nevertheleſs, there is not perhaps any 
thing that flatters the human mind more 


than depth or fluency of remark, than 


compaſs or facility of converſation. In 


effect, they are talents not often poſſeſſed, 


and ſuch as confer a ſuperiority felt by 
all, however it may be acknowledged by 
few. When it is acknowledged, ſuch 


| praiſe tranſports ; and thoſe who receive 


it ſet themſelves down for every thing 
that is great and accompliſhed. Alas! 


they forget, that theſe are ſtill at bel 
but in the ſecond claſs of excellence; that 


in a moral view they are of no value; 
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and that fine diſcourſe and a ſine charac- 
ter are things totally diſtinct. 


In reality, your beſt talkers are very 
ſeldom your beſt livers. From their en- 
comiums on virtue, and their declama- 
tions againſt vice, they often receive ſuch 
| high pleaſure as with them paſſes for love 
of the one, and abhorrence of the other ; 
when it is only perhaps a vain compla- 
cence in their own powers, Joined to that 
natural ſenſe of right and wrong, which 
is common to them with all othars. In 
this they reſt, well ſatisfied to leave to 
others the leſs ſhowy, and more trouble- 
ſome part, which belongs to practice. 
To that alſo ſpeculation is frequently an 
enemy, in the ſame manner as familiarity 
is to en 


Religion, beloved, is a majeſtic form 
always to be treated with reverence ; with 
attection too, I confeſs, as being like- 
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wiſe an amiable form. But this affeQion 
reſembles that which a wiſe ſubject woulj 
| ſhow for his prince, into whoſe friend. 

| ſhip he found himſelf graciouſly admitted, 

Such a man would never forget his own 
ſubordination ſo far, as to drop the reve. 
rence due to royalty. If his prince con- 
deſcended to treat him with the openneſs 
of confidence, and the careſs of joy; 
yet ſtill would he bear in mind, that he 
was only a ſubject, and every freedom on 
his ſide would be tempered with reſpecl. 
on made. | 


Perhaps there is nothing ſo uncommon 
as to ſpeak of divine objects with the 
proper veneration, How have I been 
ſhocked to hear the ſanctimonious, yet 
audacious, prate of ſome pretenders to 
religion! Thoſe that have the ſtrongeſt 

perceptions of it, will be moſt ſtruck by 
its ſublimity, and moſt conſcious how far 


. they fall ſhort of ſo high a ſtandard, By 
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enſequence they will profeſs it with the 


eateſt modeſty, and mention it with the 
utmoſt caution. _ Thoſe that are moſt in- 
nately acquainted with God and them- 
cs, will be moſt deeply impreſſed with 


ks grandeur : and their own littleneſs, will 


volt clearly perceive the difference be- 
jen knowing his will, and performing 
b will feel moſt ſenſibly how much eaſier 
tis to deſcant on all his perfections than 
pcopy one of them. 


In concluſion ; let me beſeech you, be- 
ad all things, to converſe much with 


knter and your own; to trace his at- 
butes wherever diſplayed ; to learn his 


et a 
* uſels however revealed; to examine 
N 8 conſciences, chiefly by the written 


id; to canvaſs your paſt actions, pre- 
it purſuits, and prevailing views; to 
Joe or condemn, as under his eye; 
kertain your intereſt in the friendſhip 
jour Divine Sovereign, and cheriſh 
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an unalterable faith in his Spirit and Pro- 
vidence, as ever ready to aſſiſt your honeſ 
though feeble efforts; together with 
Joyful aſſurance, that, if you are not wil. 
fully wanting to yourſelves, you ſhall at 
laſt attain immortal excellence and glory 


through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 


31 WR 3 
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s E R M ON XI. 
On Good Works. 


1 Tim. 11. 3, 9, 10. > 


modeſt apparel, with ſhamefacedneſs and 


or pearls, or cofily array, but (which be- 
cometh women profe Vue yy ) with 
Good Works, 


_ encircled with a race of lovely 


yet all marked with an air of mutual re- 
ſemblance, and taking jointly after their 
honoured parent, to whom from time to 
time they direct their looks with duti- 
ful attention; while ſhe ſmiles on each 


preſcribes their ſeveral occupations, en- 
N3 


mid IT OCT r 
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[ will — that women adorn themſelves in 


ſobriety ; not with broidered hair, or gold, 


OU have ſeen a venerable matron 


daughters, all different from one another, 


by turns, ſuperintends their behaviour, 


— 
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courages them in every thing praiſe. 


worthy, and, with a proper regard to their 


reſpective talents and diſpoſitions, trains 


them to growing excellence. In her, my 


fair ones, you beheld an emblem of Re. 


ligion. Thus is that moſt dignified off 
all forms ſurrounded by the Virtues, her] 


beautiful offspring; thus do they beat 
the lineaments of their common deſcent, 
and near affinity; and thus—But I leave 
you to trace the particulars of the ſimili-| 
| tude, The general truth on which it] 
is founded, ſeems plainly intimated in our 


text, where Godlineſs is aſſumed as thef 


leading principle of all that the apoſtle] 
inculcates on women. As women pro- 

feſſing Chriſtianity he addreſſes them; 
and whatever a conſiſtency with that pro- 
feſſion demands, he would be underſtood} 
to enjoin. He mentions particularly 
modeſt apparel, ſhamefacedneſs, ſobriety; 


and Good Works. It now remains tof 


enforce the laſt of theſe, together with 
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hoſe Kind Affections which they pre- 
ſuppoſe 3 and to touch as we go along on 
their Connexion with the Religious Prin- 
ples which gave them birth 


But before we proceed, truth requires 


| 

ne mortifying obſervation. It is this, 

- that amongſt the many women profeſſing 

, godlineſs, the number of thoſe that prac- 

e tic it is comparatively ſmall. In all pro- 

WH ions the mere pretenders will ever be 

numerous. They will be moſt fo, in thoſe 

dat are at once reputable and difficult. 
e That of religion, as was formerly re- 
e narked, is approved of in your ſex even 

-h fuch as laugh at it in ours. At the 

1 ame time it is certain, that when the ha- 

o- tits of piety have not been very early 

of *cquired, and very happily directed, by 

lr cans of a wiſe education, the rareſt as 

ell as the greateſt of bleſſings, the form- 

o ing of them afterwards will always prove 


N 4 


a talk too arduous, and painful, for the 
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generality of thoſe who are bred to diſh. 
pation and pleaſure. 


But then, on the other hand, where 
this divine principle is cultivated with 
care and judgment, it is no leſs certain, 
that we may expect from it the moſt 
valuable fruits. And firſt; I ſay, that x 
young woman profeſſing godlineſs with 
underſtanding, and from choice, will ne- 
ver be wanting in the great article of 
Filial Duty. On this ſubject, as on many 
others, the ſubtilty of ſpeculation has put 
caſes, which there is little probability of | 
happening in life. But where caſuiſtry is 
not neceſſary, it is apt to be hurtful, by 
involving the mind in perplexity and dil. 
treſs, if not warping the heart from that 
rectitude and ſimplicity, which, next to 
the immediate illumination of heaven, ate 
the ſureſt guides to a worthy conduct. 


Ot filial duty in all its branches ſhe 
will naturally quit herſelf beſt, who 
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has the deepeſt ſenſe of religion. Keep 
« thy father's commandment, and for- 
| « ſake not the law of thy mother. Bind 
| « them continually upon thine heart, 
and tie them about thy neck. When 
« thou goeſt, it ſhall lead thee; when 
« thou ſleepeſt, it ſhall keep thee; and 
« when thou wakeſt, it ſhall talk with 
« thee, Whoſo revileth his father or his 
& mother, his lamp ſhall be put out in 
6 obſcure darkneſs, Ihe eye that mock- 


* his mother, the ravens of the valley 
« ſhall pick it out, and the young eagles 


„ NS. _-"- - FO. LS 


parents in the Lord: for this is right. 


* that it may be well with thee, and 
* thou mayeſt live long on the earth.” 


ae, It correſponds, in ſubſtance, with 


& eth at his father, and deſpiſeth to obey 
* ſhall eat it,” Jeſus was ſubje& unto 
tis parents. Children, obey your 
„Honour thy father and mother (which 


* is the firſt commandment with promiſe) 


Al this a chriſtian daughter has read 
vith attention, and reflects upon with 
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the inſtinct of nature, which it contribute; 
at once to corroborate and exalt. She 
vho truly reverences her parent in heaven, 
would tremble at the thought of diſho. 
nouring his repreſentatives on earth. From 
their authority ſhe has acquired the ider 
of his; and this laſt, including all that 
can be conceived of great and good, is the 
commanding idea of her life. If your 
parents be indeed pious, and you hate 
profited by their inſtruction and example; 
how will your natural reſpe& for then 
de heightened by religious gratitude! 
You will think of them with ſecret rap- 
ture, as the inſtruments of a happy and 
immortal exiftence ; your devouteſt pra- 
ers for their preſervation and comfort! 
will daily aſcend to the throne of Gol. 
"Thoſe prayers will, at the ſame inſtant, 
cheriſh the affections by which they are 
prompted, and ftrengthen your reſolutions} 
never, for any conſideration, to tranf- 
greſs the laws of filial piety. For how 


could they bear to be the wilful auth i 
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of pain to thoſe, for whoſe felicity they are 
led by every motive to. preſent every day 
he moſt fervent ſupplications ? 


But many of you have not the happi- 
neſs of ſuch parents as J have ſuppoſed. I 
un heartily ſorry for it. But the want of 
rinciple in your parents will not diſſolve 
he ties of duty, however it may affect the 
ſentiments of eſteem: and if you think 
johtly, it will only excite your endea- 
urs, by every winning reſpectful way, 
o promote their reformation ; for which 


| 

-b will at the ſame time offer up, from 
de depth of retirement, your ſighs and 
7-8 1's to him who has the hearts of all in 
it WY bis band. In truth, 1 am inclined to be- 
d. ere, that if there be any one thing more 
„ likely than another to draw down the 
e ce of converſion on a parent, it is 
och a conduct in a child. Ah, my young 
ends, what honour and joy would in 


lis cafe be yours! What a noble ſupe- 
lwity to thoſe unfeeling creatures of your 
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ſex, who ſhow no ſolicitude with regard tg! 
their parents, but how to obtain from 
them ſome new article of dreſs or other 
gratification, on which they have fixed 
their fooliſh fancies ! 3 | 


But ſome of you complain, that your 
parents are cruel aad tyrannical. I ſym. 
pathize with you yet more, if your com: 
plaint be juſt. But what do you mean by 
Cruel and Tyrannical ? That they will 
not indulge your extravagant vanity, or 
that they chooſe to reſtrain you from pur- 
ſuits, which they are apprehenſive would 
be hurtful? It is a wiſe and kind fere- 
rity, if ſeverity it muſt be termed, How 
much are you indebted to them for pre- 
venting, by a little temporary mortifica- 
tion, real and permanent infelicity ! Not 
to ſay, that a ſmall degree of delicacy and 
conſideration would teach you to ſpare} 
them in points, where your ſtations and 
their circumſtances concur, it may be, to 
render your requeſts particularly improper, 
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But I will ſuppoſe the worſt, that they 
xe really hard-hearted, and unnaturally 
nigid, It 1s a mighty trial. To bear it 
yell will require all the fortitude of faith. 
ere then is an opportunity for diſplaying 
your principles in their utmoſt power. 
You are called forth to the conflict, as 
to a field of battle, where even your ſex 
y reap immortal laurels, She is a heroine 
deed, whoſe regard for her parents no 
mkindneſs of theirs c can conquer, 


W But they would force you to ſacrifice. 
jour happineſs to a man whom you cans 
ot love. There your ſubmiſſion muſt 
b. No rules of duty can oblige you to 
Imolve yourſelves in miſery and tempta- 
un, by entering into engagements to love 
ud to honour, where your hearts with- 
ad their conſent, —Barbarous wretches, . 
kd baſe, to offer thus to diſpoſe of your 
Wdren, as you would of your cattle, to 
e higheſt bidder; to attempt, againſt 
ky maxim of Nature and Religion, to 
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drag the reluctant victims to the altar, 
and compel them, in the moſt folemy 
manner, to profeſs what they do 10 
mean, and to vow what "ey Cannot per- 
form | 


1 am willing however to believe, that 
ſuch compulſion is uſed but ſeldom. The! 
_ greateſt danger is Jeſt you, my unexpe- 
rienced friends, ſhould, be tempted to 

form the moſt important of all connexi- 
ons, without the approbation of your 
=. parents. What ſhall we ſay in ſuck a 
caſe? Where the reſolution is once 
formed, he that ſhould undertake, by any 
methods of diſſuaſion, to prevent its being 
executed, might as well propoſe to check 
2 torrent ruſhing from the top of a moun 
tain. But we would addreſs you while in 
your ſober ſenfes, before your imagination 
is perverted and inflamed.. Aſſure yours 
| ſelves, my young hearers, the ſtep in 
queſtion is very ſeldom taken but it 18 
ſincerely repented; with this bitter all 
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dition, that ſuch repentance can do no 
good. The paſſion that guided and hur- 
ried the parties is quickly abated. There 
is nothing ſo tranſient, as the enthuſiaſm 
of mere youthful lovers after marriage. 
And now that reſlexion takes place, and 
conſequences begin to preſs; a thouſand 
mproprieties, fears, and diſquietudes, uh-"- 
thought of before, riſe up to view, and 

quite diſenchant our romantic adventurers, 
It is indeed wonderful, what appearances 
of firmneſs and fatisfattion a woman in 
ſuch a ſituation will wear before the 
world, in order to juſtify her choice. But 
furely unhappineſs is not leſſened by being 
leroured in ſecret, and in public diſguiſed. 
Perpetual reſtraint is perpetual wretched- 
nels—Allow me to repeat it. Under the 
immediate impulſe of a violent attach- 
ment, I ſhould hardly give you or myſelf 
the trouble to argue: but while you are 
liengaged and calm, it may not be amiſs 
to remind you, that a parent, generally 
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ſpeaking, is much more likely to judge 
with ſoundneſs for a daughter, than ſhe is 

for herſelf; that Fancy alone is too ſanguine 
a a counſellor to be a prudent one; that pro- 
teſtations of eternal fidelity, of uninter- 
rupted affection, made in the heat of blood, 
have no ſolid baſis; in a word, that the de- 
liberate advice, which is dictated alike by 
length of days, knowledge of the world, 
and earneſt ſolicitude for a child's welfare, | 
ought to be relied upon, rather than the 
| haſty concluſions of juvenile deſire. 


Aſter all, it is certain, that the wiſeſt 
parents may be miſtaken about the man with 
whom they wiſh a daughter to be connected. 
But ſhe that marries with the ſanction of 
their countenance, will from that, and 
from their continued or even augmented 
kindneſs, derive in the caſe of diſappoint- | 
ment a conſolation which ſhe could not 
enjoy, had ſhe brought it on herſelf by her 
own indiſcretion and obſtinacy, 4 
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One thing here muſt not be forgotten; 
that the reflexion of having acted unduti- 


fully, in this or any other inſtance of im- 
portance, to thoſe who gave you birth, 

wire alone ſufficient to poiſon the whole 
pleaſure of life; that is, if you be not loſt _ 


tocyery ingenuous impreſſion ; but eſpe- 


cally ſhould their death put it for ever out 


of your power to make atonement. The 
horrors of guilt, that in ſuch a circum- 
ance are apt to haunt and diſtract the 
mind, more particularly if the parents were 


uncommonly worthy, I have had repeated 
opportunities of obſerving, but have no 
adequate language to expreſs ;- ſo pro- 


found 1s the conviction implanted by Na- 
ture of the ſacredneſs of filial piety |— 
Need I add, that this extends ſo far as to 
demand ſubmiſſion in every caſe, where 
jour duty to God or your peace of mind 
does not interfere ? 


But it is not ſubmiſſion alone that is 
lmanded ; nor will ſhe prove in any 
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relation an amiable character, who does . . 
not ſhow herſelf an affectionate daughter, e 
On the other hand, when a young woman Ml 
behaves to her parents in a manner par- Wl * 
ticularly tender and reſpectful, I mean Wl b 
from principle as well as nature, there is WM !* 
nothing good or gentle that may not be — 
EXPSAEE from her, in whatever condition = 
ſhe is placed. Of this I am fo thorough-! =_ 
Ty perſuaded, that, were | to adviſe 217 = 
friend of mine as to his choice of a wife, e 
I know not whether my very firſt counſel © 
would not be, Look out for one diſtin. * 
« guiſhed by her attention and [weetnely 1 

« to her parents.” The fund of worth andi eu 
affection indicated by ſuch a -viiinfinh ; the 
| joined to the habits of duty and conſidera- f ol 
tion thereby contracted, being transfer WI 
red to the married ſtate, will not fal 1 
render her a mild and obliging con he 
panion. you 
. BE 

Your ſituation in life, which keeps jol | 

the 


more at home than ſons, together wid 
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the turn of your education, and the ſoft- 


neſs of your frame, that fit you for a 
thouſand little ſoothing offices, as well 


zz domeſtic ſervices, which they cannot 
properly perform, ſeems to point out to 


you a peculiar ſphere of filial excellence. 
—And here I pleaſe myſelf with the 


thought, that ſome of your boſoms are 


it this moment throbbing with tenderneſs 
towards a ſick or aged parent, whom hea- 
jen, willing to furniſh a field for the ex- 
ereiſe of all your, gratitude and zeal, has 


it laſt thrown upon your care. I think 


I ſee you, my charming friend, like ſome 


guardian angel, tending day and night 


the bed of an honoured father, who has 
loſt your mother, and who is worn out 
with toil, and years, and pain. I ſee 


jou liſtening, in deepeſt ſilence, to catch 
he leaſt intimation of his wiſhes. I ſee 


you watching eagerly every look, to learn 
lis wants before he ſpeaks them; now 


zntly raiſing his languid head to ſmooth. 


te pillow, or miniſter ſome reviving cor- 


O2 
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dial; and then wiping from his reyeren R 
face the cold ſweats, that begin perhaps 


you, but ſuddenly ſuppreſſed, for fear off 


a minute's comfort, a minute's eaſe, ig 
rapture. Mean while the good old man's 
eyes are now turned to you, with all the 
unutterable fondneſs of paternal 8 : 
| melted by thoſe marks of duty; 
they are lifted to heaven in dank 


everlaſting bleſſings on your head. 
Great God! what muſt a mind like you 


experience in this conjuncture? When 


that ever felt in the gayeſt hour a ſatisfacY 
tion, a tranſport to be compared with that 
which conſcious piety diffuſes throuzlf 


exalted ſenſations be at all diminiſhel 
if (Providence having denied the ſupplic N 


to announce the approach of his end. Hi 
groans are anſwered by ſighs ſtealing from 


adding to his anxiety on your account, 


To be the inſtrument of imparting to hin} 


for ſuch a child, and ſupplication for 


is the daughter of Diſobedience or Fol 7 


your bleeding heart? Nor will thelg 
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which affluence gives) your virtue has 
nompted you by your labour or ingenuity, 
u, it may be, by parting with ſome ad- 
nired ornament worn in your better days, 
to procure for a parent in thoſe circum- 
ances neceſſary ſupport, or ſeaſonable re- 
Ot ĩ ͤ 8 


Let me next ſay ſomewhat concerning 


lifterly Affection. Behold how good 


„and how pleaſant it is for brethren,” 


ad fiſters, *© to dwell together in unity!“ 
Frecious ointment is not more grateful 


tothe ſmell, nor morning dew more re- 
feſhing to the fight, than domeſtic love 


s to the ſoul. Repreſent to yourſelves 


numerous young family, free from care 


ad animoſity, full of reverence for their 


Maker and their parents, ambitious to 
peaſe and to excel, in a word, pious, 


lutiful, friendly, happy; where the good 


Iumour and good ſenſe of each contribute 
bthe eaſe and entertainment of all ; while 
loſe agreeable diverſities of temper and 
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underſtanding that take place amongt (0 
them ſerve, like diſcords in muſic, to carry Wil 
on the intellectual harmony. Who would 0 
not wiſh to be acquainted in ſuch a houſe; b. 
who would not conſider it as the abode| an 
of felicity ? Lge, I paint no unuſual en 
ſcene. e 
Wbere the members are but few, fel. WM ! 
city perhaps is not ſo often found ; unleß Wl * | 
it be in the more ſhady walks of life, ber 
where love and innocence delight to fre- f ol 
quent. And why is it not? When fee ma 
two ſiſters, both of them pleaſing and f 
both efteemed, living together without ** 
jealouſy or envy, yielding to one anotherſ lay 
without affectation, and generouſly c con- ſhe 
tending who ſhall do moſt to advancef iſ 
the conſequence and happineſs of let Wh 
friend; I am highly delighted: dare If a 
add, the more highly, that ſuch character - | 
are not very common! And why ref 1 
they not ? 'T he love of a ſiſter for her | 


brothers is much more uſual,” ' Whenee 
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Joes this too proceed ? Examine your 
own hearts on theſe ſeveral points. Poſh- 
bly they can explain to you the difference, : 
ſo obſervable where there is a competition, 
ind where there is none, or where any 
tendencies towards it are happily loſt in 
he involutions of a larger number, 


Martha of Bethany was on the whole 


a worthy woman. She certainly loved 

ter Saviour with ſincere devotion. Her 
HJ blicitude to entertain him in the beſt 
HF nanner ſhe could deviſe, was the reſult 
| of her reſpect. But it was carried to an 
Jl xtreme ; and her ſiſter's conduct ſhould 
. have taught her wiſdom. Inſtead of this, 
be grows peeviſh, and complains of that 
der. She is admoniſhed of her fault, 


4 while Mary is commended for her better 
haviour. « Martha, Martha, thou art 
careful and troubled about many things: 


but one thing is needful :; and Mary 
„ hath choſen that good part which ſhall 
got be taken away from her.” What 
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pity that any tincture of ill humour, under 

whatever diſguiſe, ſhould have place in 
any breaſt where Jeſus is revered | Surely 
there is nothing more beautiful in a chriſ. | 
tian woman, than good temper and kind | 
affection upon all occaſions, | 


I was once acquainted with a lady, who | 
ſeemed to be held up by Providence, as an | 
example of the joint power of theſe and 
of divine principle. She loſt her father | 
early. Her mother's want of health made } 
it neceſſary for her to exert herſelf with | 
double aſſiduity and attention, in a family 
by no means ſmall, of which ſhe was the 
eldeſt child. She was naturally active, to 
a degree very uncommon in one of her diſ- 
poſition, which was the ſofteſt and meekeſt 
that can be conceived. She had imbibed | 
from her infancy the deepeſt ſenſe of de- 
votion, that I have ever known. It was 
a devotion of that kind, which meeting 
with a heart originally upright, produces 
uniform excellence. Such excellence was 
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bes. When, in the courſe of a few years, 
her extraordinary character recommended 


ter to the choice of a man of ſingular 
worth, and good fortune; ſhe did not, 


with the ſelfiſhneſs common on ſuch occa- : 
ſons, forget her mother or the family 


he had left behind her; but continued, 
with the entire approbation and cordial 
concurrence of her huſband, to manifeſt 
ter filial and fifterly regards in the moſt 
efeual manner. She was none of thoſe 


nrrow-ſouled women, who no ſooner ſtep 
into houſes of their own, than they ſeem 
to have all their affections and ideas ab- 
ſorbed in their new condition; relinquiſh- 


ng at once the beſt companions of their 
youth ; dropping the pen of friendly cor- 


rhpondence, and ſhrinking up into a little 


wretched circle of anxieties, that exclude 


wery liberal ſentiment, and every enlarged 


connexion. When the mother of this lady 
died, which happened not long after, ſhe 
became a mother to the helpleſs orphans, 
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ſuperintended their education, watched 
over their deportment, promoted their ſet. 
tlement in the world, and ſympathize | 
with them in all their diſtreſſes. When 
they alſo ſpread out into families, ſhe acted 
like a parent to their children. — To her 
own, of whom ſhe had many, bleſſed Lord, 
what a parent! Was it poſſible for them | 
not to love one another, with ſuch a pat- | 
tern before them, and with ſuch inſtruc. | 


ons as ſhe gave them? For they too were 
deprived of their father, while the greater | 
part were very young. Her inſtructions | 
were pious and wiſe; but it was her ex- 
ample, it was that ineffable charm of 3 
humble worth and modeſt dignity, of ma- 
ternal complacence and mildneſs almoſt ; 
_ unparalleled, which rendered them irre- : 
ſiſtible, and diffuſed amongſt all about her | 
the ſpirit of amity, and the ſmile of hap- | 
pineſs. You will not be ſurpriſed if I } 
ſubjoin, that there were many other fami- 
lies who ſhared in her labours of love, and N 
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among the reſt a very large one, the 
poor; whoſe bleſſings attended her through 
life, and whoſe tears followed her to the 
grave: for, when ſhe died, they alſo had 
oft a mother. It is hard to ſay upon the 
whole, whether ſhe was moſt beloved, or 
ſenerated, by thoſe who knew her. But J 
uſed to think that, wherever ſhe appeared, 
her preſence inſpired ſenſations ſomewhat 
| like thoſe we ſhould Oy _ if we 
ſehetd a good angel. 


And thus I come # natural to peak of 
Good Works in a comprehenſive view; that 
js, thoſe which proceed from kindneſs and 
compaſſion in general. When ſuch diſ- 
wſitions predominate, let it be obſerved, 
in the firſt place, that they are ingenious 
to diſcover, and diligent ro improve, thoſe 
ways and means of beneficence, which paſs 
unregarded by the giddy and unfeeling. 
Many of you, my honoured audience, 
have it not in your power, through the ob- 
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ſcurity of your ſituation, and the ſtrait. WM Yc 
neſs of your circumſtances, to indulge o 
the generous propenſions of your nature, un 
While thouſands of your ſex are inflamed = ©! 
with the emulation of beauty, or agitated can 
by the conflict of rivalſhip, or miſerable the 
becauſe they cannot be gratified with ſuch arp 
an article of ſhow, or admitted into ſuch WM can 
a party of pleaſure ; you are fighing, be- be 
cauſe not able more extenſively to ſuccour } 
indigence, or more effectually to comfort = 
ſorrow, Your ſighs, beloved, are heard in WM if 
heaven; your wiſhes are regiſtered there | 
under the head of Virtues; the willing WW nm 
mind is accepted now, and ſhall be WM pi 
recompenſed at the reſurrection of the 3 alt 
juſt ; your leaſt good deed ſhall not be 1 the 
forgotten by him, who marked and ap- WI nc 
plauded the widow's mite. Whoſoever WM fi: 
« ſhall give to drink” unto a follower of Wi iv 
Jeſus, a“ cup of cold water only, in the | nu. 
&« name of a diſciple, verily I ſay unto you, 1 att 


4% he ſhall in no wiſe loſe his reward.“ 
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vou ſhall be eſtimated by the largeneſs of 
your hearts, not by the ſize of your for- 
tunes. The liberal ſoul, that deviſeth 
« liberal things,” that executes what it 
can, and ſtops only where it muſt, or ra- 
ther goes on panting and praying for that 
happineſs to the human race, which it 
cannot have the joy of imparting ;—how 
honourable in the ſight of God! 5 


Let me remind you farther of what ought 
ſo to ſolace you amidſt all your kind 
cares, Human happineſs is made up of 
many little ingredients, with a few princi- 
pal ones; and next to religion, thoſe in re- 
auty contribute to it moſt largely, who give 
the greateſt conſolation by their ſympathy, 
and the greateſt pleaſure by their friend- 
ſhip. Friendſhip and ſympathy, when tho- 

roughly awake, are conftantly employed in 
numberleſs plealing ſervices, and amiable 
attentions, to which language cannot ap- 
propriate names; but which the heart of 
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nd ſmiles, and ſoftneſs, are, to the laſt of 
theſe, what a beautiful ſymphony and ju- 
licious accompaniment in muſick are to a 
yell managed voice? 


But, in truth, the advantages which 


your ſex and age afford you in this divine 
employment of doing good, are not to be 
expreſſed. Would to God your zeal were 
but in proportion to it ! — Forgive me, 
Proteſtants, if on this occaſion I remark 
yith concern, how far many of you are 
outdone by multitudes in the Church of 
Rome, eſpecially amongſt her female vo- 
tries. Their frequent viſits to the abodes 
lof misfortune and pain, of poverty and 
ickneſs, their gentle miniſtrations to the 
ſufferers, their ſtooping ſo meekly to the 
meaneſt offices of compaſſion, offices of 
which the moſt diſtant thought would 
ſhock the falſe refinement of a gay lady, 
have tome, I muſt own, notwithſtanding all 
the errors of their faith, {till placed them in a 
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point of light highly reſpectable and en. 


gaging. Who can help me to a reaſon, wig 
a practice ſo Chriſt-like 18 not adopt ed! | 
this country, where the goſpel is profeſſe 


in ſo much purity ? Are we afraid of being 


thought to embrace the doctrine of Me. 


rit by good works, entertained in that 


church? It cannot be, amongſt thoſe} 
who have learnt the truth as it is in fe. 


ſus. None ſurely was ever more ſelf-de- 
nied on this head than St. Paul; yet dt. 
Paul was a flame of charity. In his 


doctrine, and in his conduct, grace 
and virtue, faith and good works, 
went hand in hand, inſeparable and 


- triumphant. 


: Ah, ye fair ones of Britain , whodoaton 
the parade of public aſſemblies, and fail 
along in the full blown pride of. faſhion-| 
able attire, of which the leaſt appendage | 


or circumſtance muſt not be diſcom- 
poſed ; thoughtleſs of human wo; inſen. 
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ſible to modeſt worth at that moment 
' pining in many a ſolitary reſidence of 
want—ye gaudy flutterers, with hard 
«hearts under ſoft raiment ;” how much 
more brilliant and beautiful would ye ap- 
year in the eye of ſaints and angels, 
were ye now and then to exchange 
thoſe ſeenes of ſelfiſn ſplendor for the 
gloomy dwellings of wretchedneſs, in 
order to light them up by your pity 
and beneficence! I bluſh for many of 
my country women, poſſeſſed of fortune, 
who have never yet learnt its nobleſt 
and happieſt uſe; in whoſe ears the cir- 

culated whiſper of a well-dreſſed crowd 
admiring their appearance, is a more 
grateful ſound than the praiſe of widows 
and orphans ſharing their bounty; who 
prefer the empty breath of adulation to 
the bleſſings of them that were ready to 
einn 9 


Vox. II. P 
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God be thanked, there are excep- 1 
tions. Among the reſt I recollect, with | 
_ peculiar pleaſure, one lady of rank, whoſe | 
name is never mentioned by thoſe who | 
know her, without calling up the image 1 
of Charity; who, having no family of 
her own, has adopted the indigent and | 


_ deſerving; whoſe whole life, not a ſhott 0 
one, has been devoted to munificence; NAB 
who, in a word, ſeems to regard her 
wealth merely as a fund depoſited in her « G 
hands by the Almighty, to be laid ou WM 
with the ſtricteſt faithfulneſs for the | FF Al 
god-like purpoſe of making thouſands « N. 
happy. Exalted creature | how honour- 
able, independant of thy birth; how 
bleſſed, to underſtand ſo well the deſti- A: 
nation of riches! A rare, and, as it us 
ſhould ſeem from this circumſtance, a dif form 


ficult ſcience! Juſtly might the poet 
exclain, 163 


4 88 
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« The rich muſt . to poſſeſs their own, 
« To feel their great abundance; and requeſt 


« Their humble friends to help them to be 


eee, . 
« To ſee their treaſures, hear their FEY told, 
« And aid the wretched impotence of gold.” 


He adds indeed, * 


« But ſome, great fouls ! 1 and touch'd wah 
* warmth divine, 


„ ſhine. 2 | 

All hoarded treaſures they repute a load; 

Nor think their wealth their own, till well 
% beſtow'd.” 


ermerly ſurveyed, it is ſaid, She 
* ſtretcheth forth her hand to the bos, 
« and reacheth her hand to the needy :” 


P2 


Give gold a price, and teach i its beams to 


Amongſt the properties of the Virtu- 
os Woman, in that celebrated paſſage 


On which it has been remarked, that 
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after her induſtry for the acquiring of 
wealth is deſcribed, her liberality i is next} 
mentioned, as being the principal uſe] 


ſhe made of it, and precedes her provid. 1 
ing ſcarlet for her houſhold, or fine linen i the ! 
and purple for herſelf. What ſhall we! ture 
call thoſe women, who either never thin| ar 
of the poor at all, or never till the ] dati 
baue firſt facrificed | to ho mes th nd « C 
pride ? 4 0 
LL OY, e 1:1 A 
Where are thoſe female penitents oi ceiv 
this land, that, like her of Judea, coil low 
vert the inſtruments of their former feli aof 
and extravagance into matter of 'huni ſent 
liation and piety; that conſecrate, ſo toll dud! 
ſpeak, the ſpoils of Vice, by offering the | Her 
at the feet of their Saviour, While the * i: 
proſtrate themſelves there in deep con4 6 o 
trition ?!——The poor you have alway the 
with you ; arid by ſhowing tnerey to thein u 

| you rye at once ſhow Tour reſpect 105 1 
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him, and help, to * mercy for Jour- 


ſelves. | 


is; is worthy. your obſervation, t that in 


the liſt of female names recorded in ſcrip- 


ture with renown, that of Tabitha ſtands 
marked with a particular note of appro- 
bation, as « a diſciple who was full of 


« Good Works, and alms which the 


« did.” What a glorious memorial ! 
And what additional honour does it re- 


ceive from the account immediately fol- 


bring! This excellent woman dies. An 
zpoſtle is in the neighbourhood. He is 


ſent for in haſte ; he arrives; he is con- 
ducted to the chamber of the deceaſed. 


Her female friends ſtand by him “ weep- 


Ging, and ſhewing him the coats and 
* garments which ſhe had made” for 
How natural a circumſtance ; 
and how eloquent! He felt it; © Knead. 


the poor, 


ed down and prayed, and turning him 
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«© to the body ſaid,” with a voice of | ( 
power, . Tabitha, ariſe ;” working 2 at | 
miracle to reſtore a life ſo uſeful. From 12 
this amiable perſon” 8 being denominated r the 
in the hiſtory a Diſciple, I would only out 
remark, that in thoſe days a Chriſtian ! uff 
was known and characterized by real er- ſent 
cellence: whereas every thing now is a WI 

| chriſtian, not excepting her who never, bir 
but when forced, went into the houſe of | ples 
mourning ; never knew the joy of giving yon 
purely for the-love of God, without ex- bir 

_ petting any thing again; let me add, | (501 
never denied herſelf one trapping of Va- of | 
nity to clothe the naked, nor one indul- ed 
gence of Luxury to feed the hungry. — cha 
Alas! my poor friend, what wilt thou e 
ſay ſor thyſelf at the tribunal of Jeſus? bi 
I leave with thee that queſtion : anſwer | big 
it to thy conſcience, as in the preſence of 4 
mi 


thy judge, You have read the proceſs ; 
which he will obſerve, nor can you have | 
forgot it. 
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On theſe points it were eaſy to enlarge 
it great length, and with exact method. 
Jam willing however to hope that, by 
the grace of God, a few hints thus thrown 
out with plainneſs and affection, may 
ſuffice to every mind that is open to the 
ſentiments of humanity ; but eſpecially 
to every heart that is impreſſed with the 
principles of religion. It is theſe princi- 
ples, my honoured hearers, that ſerve be- 
yond every thing elſe to enlarge and in- 
ſpire thoſe ſentiments. It is the love of 
God, the faith of Jeſus, and the hope 
| of immortality, that chiefly expand af- 
fection, and animate zeal. The divine 
charaCter is the ſovereign ſtandard of be- 
nevolence, the chriſtian inſtitution its 
WT brighteſt diſplay, and a happy futurity its 
W tigheſt reward. Can you worſhip the 
Univerſal Father, and not feel for his fa- 


mily ? Can you believe in the Common 
19 5 
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; Saviour, and not live to thoſe fi whom 

he died? Can you contemplate onder 
world of friendſhip, and not anticipate its 
joys, and not cheriſh. an ambition that 
your works of charity may praiſe you n l 
the gates of heaven * ? J 
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s E R M ON XII. 
On F emale Meekneſs. 
1 PET. ii. 3, 4. 


Whoſe adorning, let it not be that outward 
albrning of plaiting the hair, and of 


wearing of gold, or of putting on of ap 


farel : but let it be the hidden man of the 
heart, in that which is not corruptible, 


even the ornament of a Meek and Quiet | 


Hirit, which is in the fight 5 God of 


great 5 ice. | 


HE apoſtle of the Circumciſion, 
like him of the Gentiles, ſeems to 
have been no ſtranger to female nature, 


or to what becomes it. Both were ſuffi- 


cently aware, that ornament was a fa- 
yourite object with women; and both 
rere too well acquainted with the arts of 
xrſuaſion, to. think of combating the gene- 
ral idea. It was their buſineſs to make 
e beſt uſe of Fſuch a handle. According- 
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ever; only thoſe inſpired teachers, wiſhed | 
chief care to that which. was of greateſt | 


c the hidden man of the heart.” The | 
_ doctrine of St Paul on this point we 


Peter 5 now read, we | propoſe for the E 


with a view to complete the plan which 
we have proſecuted thus far. We have \ 
reſerved it for this place, as believing, | 
that Meckneſs, cultivated on Chriſtian} 
principles, 1s the proper conſummation, 4 
and higheſt finiſhing, of Female excel- [ 
lence. The ſubje& being ſo important, 4 
may we not hope to be ſtill honoured with N 


155 1 begin with obſerving, that the virtue 
in queſtion has its Foundation in the 
Softer Compoſition of the ſex, That 


ly, their converts of that ſex might con- 
tinue to ſtudy embelliſhment as much a; | 


them to direct it right, by turning their 


value and longeſt duration, namely, 


have examined very fully. That of l. 


ground-work of our concluding diſcourſe, | 


your attention! * 
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there is a ſex in minds was hinted be- 


fore, This original diſtinction has never, 


] think, been better underſtood than by 
our great epic poet. As in his admired 


work of Paradiſe Loſt he has with equal 
judgment and delicacy marked, through- 
out, the ſeparate characters of the Firſt 


Pair; fo, in two lines, he has happily 


expreſſed the principal objects of "00 
33 858 deſtinations: : 


« For contemplation He, and valour form'd ; 
« For ſoftheſs She, and ſweet attractive 
yrs.” 


The virtue of meekneſs, it is true, 
dur religion requires of all without ex- 
ception. Moſes is celebrated for it in 


an eminent degree; and our Saviour cha- 


ncterizes himſelf by the epithets Meek 
and Lowly. The diſpoſition, in general, 
may be confidered as Charity's firſt- born, 
zppearing in all the mildeſt attitudes of 
eme, gentleneſs, and peace. But 
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ſtill in men, it may be often found con · 
nected with the greateſt boldneſs, and 
moſt undaunted magnanimity, Much 
for the honour of true courage, it has 
been obſerved, that the braveſt minds 
are commonly the moſt humane, gene- 
rous, and forgiving. Theſe ſeveral qua- 
lities are beautifully blended in many 
parts of the hiſtory of that man of God 
juſt now mentioned, Nor can you have 1 
forgotten the calm heroiſm of our divine 3 
Deliverer, together with that dignity of 
goodneſs which dwelt about him, in cir- I 
cumſtances of the deepeſt humiliation and 3 
ſorrow. i 


As for you, my fair pupils, we no 
doubt wiſh you to poſſeſs ſuch fortitude 
as implies reſolution, wherever your vir- I 
tue, duty, or reputation, is concerned. E 
But along with that we expect to find, 3 
on other ſubjects, a timidity peculiar to 3 
your ſex; and alſo a degree of compla- I 
cence, yieldingneſs, and ſweetneſs, be- 3 
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pad what we look for in men. Neither 
o we, ſo far as I know, ever rank 
mongſt feminine qualities Valour, ſtrict- 
lr ſo called. A woman heading an army, 
uſhing into the thickeſt of the foe, ſpread- 
ng ſlaughter and death around her, or 
turning from the field of battle covered 
wth duſt and blood, would ſurely to a ci- 
ilized nature ſuggeſt ſhocking ideas. 


Your beſt emblem, beloved, is the 
miling form of Peace, robed in white, 


the apoſtles and firſt chriſtians, your 


ty, and triumph by patience, Rough- 
refs, and even ferociouſneſs, in a man, 
we often overlook, and are ſometimes di- 
rerted with. In a woman, we are always 
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ud bearing a branch of olive. Like 


licheſt glory is to conquer by benig- 


hurt by them. A loud voice, a bold geſ- 
ture, a daring countenance, every mark of 
bravery, ſhall pleaſe in the former, when 
lis courage is particularly called. forth: 
but in a female we wiſh nothing to reign 
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ll but dove and-tenderneſs ; and Where dhe i. 
= do reign, they will apr voy altere „ 
| effects. W n. 


No, my lende, you Were not "nad 
for ſcenes of danger and oppoſition b 
repeat it again; fearfulneſs to à certaid 
degree becomes you; not that cowardice ; 
which many of you ſhow, and ' ſome off 
you affect, on every trifling occaſion, and 
Frequently without any occaſion at allf 
Such behaviour is in you childiſh, aud 
to us unintereſting; if not an object f: 
contempt. But a worthy woman, ſhrink 
ing from manifeſt hazard, or 'threatene 
violence, we are always forward! and 
proud to protect; while, on the othelf 
hand, an intrepid female ſeems to renounc 
our aid, and in ſome reſpe& to invad 
our province. We turn away, and os | 
ber to herſelf, . Bt 3003 FE 


Le} 3 ut 9p" 51 be 
„In it be Ukewiſe "obſerved; that i 4 6 
8 manly exerciſes are hever Bra 0 =” 
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ful; that in them a tone and figure, as 

well as an air and deportment, of the 

maſculine kind, are always forbidding; 
and that men of ſenſibility deſire in every 
woman ſoſt features, and a flowing voice, 
form not robuſt, and a demeanour de- 
late and, gentle, Theſe are conſidered 
s alike requilite and natural; 1 mean, 
where there is any taſte for elegance. I 
m even inclined to believe that, ſup- 
ing other circumſtances equal, the 
oarſeſt clown would be better pleaſed with 
them than with their oppoſites. 


Yet ether, the aptitude rwe in 
all the better kind of women, to com- 
miſerate and comfort, to melt into tears 
at the ſight or hearing of diſtreſs, to 
| ike the care of children, to play and 
pattle with thoſe pretty innocents, .. to 
mingle in all the mild ſympathics; and 
tender charities of life; the wonderful 
lexterity with which they diſarm fierce- 
ils, and appeaſe. wrath; the powerſul 
Vol. Il, W-: 
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eloquence they diſplay in aſſuaging the ; ; 
cares, and calming the ſorrows, of thoſe Þ 


men with whom they are connected; 1 
their ſtrong propenſity to an union of DP 
hearts, and their unutterable fondneſs 


where it takes place ;—theſe lovely pecu- 
liarities in their temperament, theſe finer} 
| tunings of their minds, ſeem additional 
proofs, that ſoftneſs is your proper at- 
tribute. Womaniſh Soſtneſs, as it is 
ſtyled, has never been imputed to any] 
man by way of reproach, without a tacit 
acknowledgement of this truth in your 
favour. In the male compoſition, it is 
certainly a blemiſh wherever found; in 
the female, a beauty. 


$a theſe remarks, I think it appears, 
that the baſis of the virtue we now te- 
commend is laid in the original make, or 
| ſpecific character of the ſex. The Super- 
ſtructure which Chriſtianity raiſes upon 
it, or, in other words, the improyements 
it receives from religious principle, Dual 
be our next conſideration. 
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The goſpel is, in truth, the religion 
of human nature; building charity and 
ul virtue on whatever is kind, ingenuous, 
E praiſe-worthy in that; correcting its 
iforders, mitigating its diſtreſſes, ſupport- 
ng its weakneſſes, and from each educing 
vod, by turning them into matter of 


alley and circumſpection, of faith and 
: xienation, of docility and meekneſs. 


Theſe are all connected together; but 

he firſt and laſt are nearly allied. They | 
1 twin ſiſters. Humility is ever diſpoſed 
bferve ; and ſhe affords the other ſingu- 

lr affiſtance. ——— 


They that have a juſt ſenſe of their own 

Wiicmities and failings, will be naturally 

an unpretending, a forbearing, and | 
ſorgiving temper. The reverſe of this | 
the genuine offspring * ride. A | 
ud character was never a meek one | 
ſereas there is no act of Kindneſs, no 
lance of condeſcenſion, which the ſelf- | | 
dent are not ready to perform. They | 
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enter thoroughly into the ſpirit of thoſe 
precepts,, that require chriſtians to « be 
< courteous, to condeſcend to men of low 
cc eſtate, and in honour to prefer one 
5 another.“ 
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Picture 3 in your own minds a young F 
lady, lively, agreeable, careſſed; as pet 
unacquainted with her Maker, Nich her- 
ſelf, and with the claims which ſociety 
has on every reaſonable being that i is ſent 
into life. The magic power of Fancy, | 
ſet to work by vanity, ambition, nd | 
hope, creates a kind of world within, 
to which ſhe fondly refers that without, f 
as always ſubordinate, and chiefly ſub-} 

ſervient. In this little empire ſhe ſits] 
as a queen, and Faith in her heart, If 
66 ſhall ſee no ſorrow,” and dreams off 
conqueſt and triumph, of ſplendid houſes] 
and ſhining equipages, of paſſionate lovers 
and diſappointed rivals, with nameleſs n- 

chanting viſions more, which may never] 
be realized, but which ſhe * 4 ag] 
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fe 10 certain | realities : fo certain, 
that he who ſhould attempt to undeceive 
ker would run the riſk of being hated as 
her greateſt enemy. This world of phan- 
toms, it is true, is always fluctuating : 
the gay and the gloomy ſucceed by turns. 
But in each our conceited fair one is ſtill 
the principal figure; ; and the value of 
very thing is meaſured, according W 
contributes to her importance and eleva- 
ton. Hence innumerable illuſions, and 
ugoverned paſſions ; the ſwelling of ſelf- 
luſiciency, and the ſtatelineſs of diſdain ; 
nolent reſentment, or ſullen diſcontent, 
if not treated with the reſpect ſhe ſuppoſes 
to be her due ; in fine, a total inattention 
to the expectations of others, and abſo- 
lute inſenſibility to whatever is beautiful 
in an unaſſuming, or noble in a diſin- 
reſted behaviour. Now what is it that 
can diſpel this viſionary ſcene, and diſ- 
abuſe the much deluded ſorcereſs? No- 
thing ſo effeCtual ; as s Chriſtianity. i 
* 
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If it ſhould pleaſe the Almighty to im- | 
preſs upon her heart its ſacred doctrines, | 
they will ſhow her, in the moſt affecting 
lights, her own littleneſs, the degeneracy 
and miſery of corrupted nature, the emp- 
tineſs of temporal and the reality of eter- 
nal things, the duty ſhe owes to her 
Maker, her Redeemer, and her fellow- I 
creatures; with the neceſlity of ſecuring | 
the divine favour, by a life of faith, con- 
trition, and charity. By ſuch views, the 
fantaſtic ſtructures of Pride will be pre- 
ſently brought down; and on their ruins 
the plain and modeſt, but pleaſing and 4 
gracefu] fabric of Meekneſs, will be eally 
' raiſed, To ſpeak without a metaphor: 
She will be delivered from the chief cauſes 
of ill humour; ſuch, for inſtance, as the 
obſtinacy of ſelf-will, the exorbitance of 3 
ſelf-love, a paſſion for thoſe gratifications I 
that at once diſappoint and enervate, and, 1 
finally, the. expectation of too much ho- E 
mage, and too many compliances. The 


Wi 
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{vation of her ſoul, and the ſpirit of her 


daviour, will become her principal ob- 
xs; every virtue connected with theſe, 
zul be her habitual ſtudy; and among 
de reſt “ peace, long-ſuffering, gentle- 
« neſs, goouneſs, meekneſs.“ With ſuch 
ztemper ſhe will not be apt to think herſelf 
fronted ; that revengeful diſpoſition, of 
wich your ſex. have been accuted even to 
zproverb, will be her abhorrence; ſhe will 


wt dare, for a moment, to with- hold from 


chers that forgiveneſs, which {he is con- 
tous of wanting from the great God to 
herſelf; and as for her behaviour in general 
v2 thoſe about ber, it will breathe that 
waning mildneſs, Which feems to me the 
nolt diſtinguiſaing lineament in the image 
of Jeſus, TY 


lle, my ſiſters, was the perfect model 


& kindneſs and courteſy. The Friend 
«& Man was his characteriſtic. Ile con- 


fried with thoſe whom the world deſpiſed; 


le ood {till to hear the cries, and relieve 
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the miſeries, of the wretched; he even 3 
ſtooped (aſtoniſhing goodneſs!) to waſh 4 
the feet of his own diſciples'; „ the fon # 
« of man came not to be «miniſtered 4 
© unto, but to miniſter,” - The preat- f 
neſs of humility, and the beauty of com- 
paſſion, he exemplified on all occaſions, 
He ſhowed by his own practice, that there 
is nothing more becoming than the tear ff 
generous ſorrow, nothing ſo foothing a8 
the language of a beiſtyolent heart, fe. 
ſus weeping over the grave of Lazarug 1 
conſoling his- m6urnful liſters, and in- 

ſtructing the ſolemn circle in the ideas I 

of immortality, with the means of attain- 
ing it, is ſurely an object by infinite de- 1 
grecs more intereſting and glorious, than 4 
all the conquerors of the earth crowned 
with laurels, and riding on the car off 
triumph, with numberleſs captives in theirſ 
train. 4 


His inſtitution is of a piece id bis 
character. It includes the grand prin] 
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aples of univerſal humanity, Every wall 
o partition between the nations it throws 
don; aboliſhing the narrow diſtinction 
i Jews and Gentiles, and exploding the 
liberal oppoſition of Greeks to Barba- 
ans, The ſpirit of conqueſt for the ſake 
of power it diſcourages, while it pro- 
caims, enforces, and inſpires “ peace on 
„earth, and good will towards men;“ 
whom it teaches to conſider and love as 
wrethren, forming one great family under 
dne common parent, held together by 
charity as the bond of perfection, and of 
uch account with the Supreme that he 
gaye his only begotten Son to ſave them. 


2 
>, — 


| Need J labour to prove how ſweetly 
ſuch diſcoveries as theſe coincide with 
the diſpoſitions to modeſty, ſympathy, ge- 
neroſity, the deſire of pleaſing, the dread 
of violeace, the horror at barbarity, the 
promptneſs to cheriſh tender ſentiments, 
and form endearing connexions, which 
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are all ſo natural to the worthieſt een 
of your N 


The 0 of a Roman Matron, in 5 
the better times of that republic, appear 
on ſome accounts to have been greatly re- 4 
ſpectable. They were ſuch as might be 
looked for, from her education amongtt 
a people where ideas of proweſs, patrio- 
tim, and glory, ran high; where, in 
effect, theſe things were regarded as the 3 
ſummit of human excellence and felicity, 4 
But not to inſiſt on the national pride, 
and ungenerous prepoſſeſſions, on which 3 
thoſe ideas were founded ; it is manifeſt 
to me, that whatever force or grandeur the 3 
female mind might in other views. derive 1 
from them, ſuch advantage was far over- 4 
balanced by the loſs or the diminution “ 
of that gentleneſs and ſoftneſs, which ever 
were, and ever will be, the ſovereign 4 
charm of the female character. Nor do! I 
wiſh. the. women of Great Britain, who i 
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rofels a ſyſtem ſo much more juſt, amia- 
tle, and happy, to adopt for the regula- 
ton of their temper any ſtandard different 
tom that in my tekt. 


Some of the moſt agreeable and im- 
portant Conſequences of a meck and quiet 
ſpirit in your ſex, let us now proceed to 
ſuryrey. Where Nature has beſtowed any 
lind of perſonal beauty, be it ever ſo in- 
conſiderable; how early is it known, and 


cations, to the utmoſt advantage! But 
Nature has endowed the greater part of 


hem unſpeakably more pleaſing than any 
ſible attraction that is purely external. 
Yet how few of you ſeem acquainted with 


not procure, and what happincſs commu- 


it what pains are the generality of the too 
onſcious poſſeſſors to diſplay it, on all 


the ſex with. a conſtitutional. Softneſs, 
zich, under right direction, would render 


ts proper uſe, ſo as to turn it to any valu- 
ae account! What eſteem might you 


nicate z if, inſtead of employing this ſoft- 
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* 


nels, merely to foſter paſſion in your- | 
ſelves or others, you made it ſubſerviene # 
to all the amiable purpoſes of a mild and 
obliging behaviour ! How Prepoſterous } 
to think of any allurement, rather than 
that which ſhould r. adorn Jou as 


Women! [ 


3 


The gift I ſpeak of is imparted i in dif- 


front degrees, and with various mixtures; 


nor will any culture prevent A diverſity 


from appearing in individuals, with regard 
to this, as well as other features of the 


female mind: neither indeed ought it ö 
Such diverſity i is not only beautiful in It- 


ſelf, but agreeably adapted to the various 
and different taſtes of men. But ſtill ſome 


= portion of the quality under conſideration 
is abſolutely eſſential to feminine excel 
lence. Like every other one, no doubt, | 
it requires the guard of Virtue and the 


guidance of Diſcretion. £ The truth is, 


that any good diſpoſition you can name, 


how laudable or how eminent ſoever, it 
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you conld ſuppoſe it to be fond alone, 
would conſtitute a character extremely 
imperfect, and produce effects | ufficiently 
wrtful, Where an eaſineſs of temper is 
articularly prevalent, and the heart un- 
commonly ſuſceptible of warm emotions in 
the way of love and friendſhip ; there, 
without queſtion, a peculiar ſtrain of pru- 
lence and fortitude is required, to prevent 
young perſon” 8 being betrayed into great 
inconveniences, and dangerous tender- 
refſes. But while I conſider Meekneſs as 
the crowning grace of a Woman, it will be 
naturally underſtood, that ſome ſhare of 
the virtues and accompliſhments before re- 
commended j is e 


A ag! 1 and Une ſpirit, 
together with ſtrict principles of conduct, 
will teach you to make the neceſſary 
lüſtinctions amongſt thoſe you converſe 
with, to join caution with freedom, and, 
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| others what their characters claim; wich 
a modeſt firmneſs to ſupport your own. 
There are few things, perhaps, more con- 
temptible than an undiftinguifhing female, | 
who can fmile alike upon all, who ſeems | 
prepared for every addreſs, who looks as | 
if the freeſt would not be unwelcome, | 
who ſcatters herſttf amongſt promiſcuous f| 
objects; who, if I may be indulged the | 
expreffion, proſtitutes to every vaerant | 
eye, and every new comer, any mental 
charms ſhe may poſſeſs, inſtead of preſery- | 
ing them for the intimacies of vittuous 
love, or of facred friendſhip. You will | 
readily conceive, that the deportment! 
would enforce is ſomething widely different, | 


In effect, were religious and moral con- 
ſiderations ſet aſide, ſuch women would not 
be very pleaſing on the footing of female 
ſoftneſs alone. Coquettes have com- 
monly but little ſenſibility; Their natural 
graccs, if any they had, are loſt in le- 


tow upon any. Let what was ſaid long 


ppearance, and light demeanour, imme- 


nuch perception as not to approve of her 
who offers it. But good nature, under 


kring our folly, and reach that juſt ſtan- 
dad of the female character, which con- 


tad to hit between Prudery and its op- 
plite extreme. 
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17 and affectation. While they court 
he regards of all, they have none to be- 


go be here remembered, that a forward 


lately diſguſt a man of the leaſt delicacy ; 
who, if he be weak enough to love the 
ourtſhip, has commonly however ſo. 


he government of good ſenſe and real 
worth, will engage our eſteem without flat- 


its in a fine compoſition of gentleneſs 
nd dignity, of ſweet complacence and 
irtuous reſerve, the happy medium fo 


— 


As the former of theſe is moſt directly 
pugnant to that lovely quality which we 
de now conſidering, I will proceed to 
iter a few remarks. upon it; willing to 
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reQify the notions were it but of one off 
your ſex, on a fubject which, in the pre- l 
ſent age, may be reckoned, by ſevere] 
| Judges, leaſt of all e in nen j 
to young women. | 


That a prudiſh behaviour is never fin- 
_ cere, I will not take upon me to affirm, J 
It may ariſe ſometimes from an original 
 frigidity, or ſtrange inſenſibility of make. 
| T ſpeak not of the diſlikes that women 
conceive to particular men, while from] 
others they are by no means unſuſcepti- 
ble of kind impreflions. Neither do 14 
| ſpeak of thoſe females whoſe firſt addreſs} 
is frequently forbidding, occaſioned by a 
| peculiar reſervednefs of manner rather than i 
| temper, nor at all incompatible with good 1 
affection; ſince it evidently wears off ina 7 
little, and that exceſſive baſhfulneſs gives Z 
place, on proper encouragement, to a Car- J 
riage equally courteous and modeſt, But 3 
| where a woman bears amongſt candid 
' ſpirits the character of a prude, there 1 
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her n 88 her e 4710 
non for people to affect moſt the appear- 
ance of thoſe virtues which they leaſt 
wicſs. What they want in reality they 
would fain ſupply in ſhow, afraid of ſuſpi- 
don, where they are conſcious of guilt ; 


dom apprehenſive of being ſuſpected. 
A good man ſhall be ſatisfied from him- 
& ſelf,” and generally leaves others to col- 
ect his principles from his practice. An 
honeſt confidence in the rectitude of his 
own intentions. begets a ſimplicity of man- 


£2 * 


ad ſuperſedes profeſſion in. moſt. I do 


vod man will never think unneceſſary, 
tough he will always make it with mo- 
leſty. In ſhort; true virtue, whether male 
or female) is, like the ſun, beſt ſcen f in its 
own light, | 


& 


Vol. II. R 


nuſt confeſs myſelf tempted: to doubt both 


17 bis we are PER of, that it is very com- 


yhereas thoſe chat are ſound at heart, are 


ers, that deſpiſes oſtentation in all caſes, 


nut mean Religious Profeſſion, which a 
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Of a defect of ſenſe I bock & on prudery 33 t 
an indiſputable proof. It never ſucceeds in 
its attempts to impoſe. A woman of this ; 
character is conſidered by our ſex as a hy- 3 
pocrite, by yours as a hypocrite and a ſpy 4 
at the ſame time. Both are incited to a 
keener inſpection into her conduct. On 
the leaſt failure, both are provoked to ſharper I 
reproach ; and ſhould the ungracious diſ- 4 
ſembler at laſt drop her diſguiſe altogether, 1 
the triumph over her is univerſal: nor 
does the world ever forget a miſcarriage 3 
which was preceded by pretenſions to u- 
perior ſtrictneſs. In any cafe ſhe is a ai 4 


agreeable creature, whom none can love, 


and whom moſt will ſhun. How juſt the q 


words of an elegant writer on this ſubject ' 1 


« Virtue is amiable, mild, "Ges: 3 3 

« Without all beauty, and all peace within 
he honour of a Prude'is rage and ſtorm; 
« Tis uglineſs in its moſt ___ form.” 


1 
1 


0 3 4 


Should ſuch a woman live to grow och 
in the ſingle ſtate, ſhe will be ce 


— © 


Bo e. 


with a mixture of hatred ond contempt. 


the imputation which has been fo fre- 
quently brought againſt Unmarried fe- 
males at that age. Is it an unpleaſant 
idea? The inference is plain: Let it be 


good humour and chriſtian meekneſs, as 
mingling with other agreeable acquiſiti- 


ſpoiling your chearfulneſs, or robbing you 
of that benignity which communicates a 
grace to every condition, and of that con- 


cannot preſerve, Eſtabliſh it betimes as a 
certain maxim, that to be married is neither 
the one, nor the chief thing needful. Are 
all in that tate happy? Or muſt ſhe be ne- 
ceſſarily unhappy, who is not in that 


will ſhe not be contented ? and if con- 


R 2 
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When J ſay this, every one will recollect 
your care to lay in now ſuch a ftore of 
ons, may prevent the advance of life from 


ſequence which youth and beauty alone 


fate? May not a ſingle woman be wiſe 
and virtuous? and if wiſe and virtuous, 


tented, 1s the not happy in the beſt ſenſe, 
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as much ſo as can be expected in the mixed 


and variable lot of mortals? Is there any 
thing wrong in this reaſoning? If it be 
right now, will it not be right ten, fif- 
teen, twenty years hence? And in the 


mean while do you not ſee women in the 


ſituation ſuppoſed, who from the goodneſs 
of their temper, breeding, and underſtand- 
ing, are objects of tender regard; a regard 
ſo much the more valuable, that it is en- 


tertained by the worthieſt of their acquaint- 


ance, that it is no longer a tribute levied 
by the power of beauty, or aided by the 
influence of cuſtom, but the pure reward 
of genuine merit, a merit tried by time, 
and matured by reflexion ? 


But do ye imagine, that thoſe only are 
diſregarded and avoided who are peeviſh, 


fretful, or ſuſpicious from age? Depend | 
upon it, that ſuch diſpoſitions are always 
diſguſting ; were ſhe that indulges them I 
blooming as the ſpring, or beautiful as \ 
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the day. No heart was ever won by diſ- 
dain; no lover was ever kept by coldneſs. Fi 
A man, whom the extravagance of his paſ 
ſion has weakened, may ſubmit for a while | 
to the petulant airs, and even inſolent | 
treatment, of a female that is handſome | 
and young. Nay, ſuch is the debility . 
ſometimes produced by this paſſion in men 
of little ſpirit or low underſtanding, that 
bad uſage, blended with fits of kindneſs, 
ſhall actually make them doat the more. 
But what ſhall we ſay of that woman, 
who finding a man in her power ſports 
with his heart, and to ſhow her dominion 
plays the tyrant? Alas! ſhe knows not 
that true greatneſs conſiſts in generoſity, 
that a graceful compliance is inexpreſſibly Wil 
pleaſing, and that a man of worth may be dl! 
for ever obliged by a noble frankneſs. She 1 
forgets too how ſoon an immoderate fond- | 
neſs is cured by connubial familiarity, an 1 
what ſevere revenge may be taken aſter 
marriage by him whom ſhe treated ill be- 
ore it, were he diſpoſed to retaliate. 
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But you want to maintain your dignity; 
and why not? Would you do it in the | 
moſt effectual manner? Worth and un- 
derſtanding are the proper means. Haugh- 
tineſs is always little, violence impotent, 
and peeviſhneſs the infirmity of a child, | 
Worth and underſtanding confer a conſe- 
quence that is ſeldom in danger of being | ü 
deſpiſed. She who ſhows a juſt ſenſe of Ml © 
what belongs to her as a Woman, and Wil © 
as a Chriſtian, will engage reſpect with. WM ! 
out ſeeking to command it. From her a | tl 


word, a look expreſſive of virtuous diſdain | 
or pious indignation, will daſh the boldeſt WM * 
ofender, if not uncommonly obdurate MI * 
indeed. Nor can ſhe probably be often 0 
obliged to bear the company of a wreten, { 
who is proof againſt the lightning of ex- 8 
cellence provoked. Be aſſured on the N! 
other ſide, that good nature well place ſy 
will never leſſen your value. a 

| 

Look up, my fair ones, to the Firſt 1 
IC 


Lady of this land, and learn affad.'ty: 


? 
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earn to know, that however grandeur | 


may ſecure external reverence, it is good- 
neſs only that inſpires heart · felt eſteem; 
that Royalty itſelf derives luſtre from 


Meekneſs; and that the higheſt preroga- 


tive of rank is the power of imparting 
felicity more largely. Happy prince ! thus 
to have found a companion, by whoſe 


chearful temper and gentle manners the 


cares of government are ſoftened, and 
that ſatisfaction i is enjoyed at, home, which 


the ſplendor of a crown cannot confer. 


Iluſtrious pair ! live long bleſſed in each 


other and in your children, bright ex- 


amples of nuptial ſanctity, parental af- 


fection, and domeſtic joy. — The per- 


ſonage I ſpeak of ſeems ſo thoroughly 


1 ſo naturally obliging, that I can- 
not doubt but ſhe would have proved 


ſuch in any ſtation. But certain it is, 

that from thoſe who are placed in the 

higher walks of life, a little condeſcen- 

ion, a little favour, gives great delight. 

ls it not wonderful that women of birth 
R 4 
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and fortune ſhould not pleaſe more gene · f 
rally, when they might pleaſe at ſo che 


A rate ! 


But not to dwell on theſe accidental diſ- 
tinctions; what man is not charmed with 1 
an amiable courteouſneſs in any young 4 
woman, eſpecially if otherwiſe attractive? 
Even common civility is grateful, But 4 
would ye be reſiſtleſs? Acquire a habit of | 
fixed attention. It is a ſort of ſilent flat- i 
tery truly exquiſite, and withal perfectly 1 
innocent. To the moſt attentive perſon | 


in company you may obſerve the con- 
verſation almoſt always directed; while 


by interruption, liſtleſſneſs, or a vacant | 


look in thoſe that are preſent, every 
creature that offers to ſpeak is ſure to be 
mortified. As a ſmall degree of know- 


ledge entertains in a woman; ſo from a 


woman, though for a different reaſon, 
a ſmall expreſſion of kindneſs delights, 
particularly if the have beauty. But, in 
truih, without uttering a word, ſhe has 


it! 
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t in her power by this ſingle mark of good | 
breeding to captivate more than I can tell. i 
In ſhort, liſtening to the perſon who N ö 
ſpeaks, with a recollected, mild, and i | 
ſteady aſpect, which nothing frivolous 1 
can divert, 1s perhaps the moſt valuable j 
ſecret in the whole ſcience of genuine po- f 
lteneſs. From an agreeable young wo- il 
man to an intelligent man it is incredibly 1 


e 1 e 1 


If 4 to your natural ſoftneſs you join 
that chriſtian - meekneſs, which I now 
preach; both together will not fail, with 
the aſſiſtance of proper reflection and 
friendly advice, to accompliſh you in the 
beſt and trueſt kind of breeding. 'You 
will not be in danger of putting your- 
ſelves forward in company, of contradict- 
ing bluntly, of aſſerting poſitively, of de- 
bating obſtinately, of affecting a ſupe- 
nority to any preſent, of engroſſing the 
liſcourſe, of liſtening to yourſelves with 
parent ſatisfaction, of neglecting what 
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is advanced by others, or of interwptng ; 


| and without neceſſity. 4 
an 
| When theſe are not the effects of mere b E 
youthful folly, and even then they are 1 1 
diſpleaſing, it is plain, they proceed chiefly 1 1 
from pride and vanity. But we ſaid be- | 10 
fore that meekneſs is nearly allied to hu- = 
mility, and mightily aſſiſted by it. If you Þ p L 
be truly humble, you will manifeſt a noble 
forgetfulneſs of yourſelves, with a becom- : C 
ing reſpect for others; a diffidence of | 4 
your own ſentiments, with a deference o 1 
theirs in doubtful points, or in ſuch 2s =: 
they are entitled to know better; a readi- 4 
neſs to learn of every one, with a diſpoſi- J 10 
tion to give each an opportunity of appear- 5 5 
ing with advantage, and thus to make all I 00 
happy in their turn. Where the prerail- 31 
ing modes happen to be innocent, you J 1 


will not affect to diſplay the refinement of 
your taſte, or the ſtrictneſs of your biin. 3 
ciples, by a ſcrupulous ſingularity, ora 
ſaucy dann of the opinions and man- 4 
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ners of others. Nor will thoſe conteſts 
ind differences about precedency, form, 
ind faſhion, which inflame ſo many of 
jour ſex, intereſt minds that have learnt 


the dignity of yielding, and that deſpiſe the 


ſttleneſs of pride. In a word, the moſt 
important branches of chriſtian breeding 
you will practiſe with eaſe and pleaſure, 


fom an internal principle. A meek de- 


portment 1s the natural and ſpontaneous 
growth of a lowly mind. Politeneſs in 


you will be the offspring of the heart. 


How much preferable to that ſpecious, but 
hollow complaiſance, ſtudied by the fa- 
ſhionable and the falſe; which conſiſts in 
an artful diſguiſing of their own paſſions, 
and a flattering application to thoſe of 
others, in a ſupple framing of the face to 


al occaſions, in profeſſing the greateſt 


reipect without feeling the leaſt, and in 


hiding very often the worſt deſigns under 


the ſmile of familiarity, and the ſhow of 
p! 
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I uſed the phraſe Chriſtian Breeding W 
that kind of courteſy, which I point ou Ws 
being expreſsly enjoined by one of tha ent 
writers of the New Teſtament. Perhard ' INF 
you think of St. Paul, that accompliſhed 00 
apoſtle, who himſelf became all things rofl 16 
all men, that he might gain ſome. Sue | jon, 
a precept might have been readily ſuggeſt! 

ed by his early education in a feat of : jel 
learning, and would have come very na lat 

turally from the hand that drew ſo diving no 

a picture of Charity, the parent of Neck 1 6 

neſs. But the fact is, that it fel] from te 6 J 
pen of an illiterate man, bred to ad Tn 
Tougheſt of all employments, It was 1 _ oF 
Peter, the nod fiſherman, that ſaid, T 

ge courteous :”'—to intimate that hell 6 þ 
religion which he had learnt fromll m2 

the meek and lowly Jeſus, was ablef hay 

to ſoften the keeneſt, and ſubdue tue Cnc 

hotteſt temper, and even give gentle tho 

neſs to one trained amongſt winds and be: 

We 


Waves. 
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antrouled their own humours, whoſe 
bos are contempt, and whoſe words are 
rogance 3 whoſe general demeanour, un- 
b when they are propitiated by adula- 


nolence and ſcorn! How ſhall we ex- 
xls our horror at thoſe female furies 
hat, loſt to decency and every mild feel- 


end clamour, and evil ſpeaking, and all 
"malice !?? „It is better, ſays Solomon, 
„to dwell in a corner of the houſe-top, 
than with a brawling woman in a wide 


ince it may be preſumed that ſome of 
thoſe eaſtern ladies, who had by their 


ware willing now and then by their 


What ſtrangers to the ſpirit of the 
gel are thoſe women who have never 


jon, Or ſoothed by ſubmiſſion, is big with 


no of their ſex, can abandon themſelves 
v“ all bitterneſs, and wrath, and anger, 


* houſe ;” he might have added, or in a 
magnificent palace. In ſo doing, he would 
have probably ſpoken from experience; 


beauty enſlaved the unhappy monarch, 
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on the ſame ſubject, is yet ſtronger, a 


frequently or more ſeverely expoſes, tha | 


own can deliver him myſterious Prof 


of thy procedure, when ſuch is the bau 1 


tongues to convince him of their prerogal 
tive. The ſaying of the Son of Sirachf 


well as more iromical. ** A loud cryi r 
% woman,” fays he, and a ſcold, thal þ 
be ſought out to drive away the enemy. 
That ſpirited writer ſatirizes the f 


vices in general, with great freedom; buf 
there is ſcarce any of them, which ke mon | 


this of unquietneſs and ill temper. 


When a woman of ſuch Aiſpoſitionf [ 
enters into the nuptial ſtate, what wretchd 4 
edneſs can equal his to whoſe lot hal 
falls? To be tied for life to a beings | 
whom nelther reaſon can 1 Convince, nol | 

ain 1 ide ; a domeſtic plague, a boſom! 1 
150 from whom only her death or hig 1 


vidence! who can unfold the aſe 
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don of a good man; who, mild himſelf 
nd amiable, would have given and re- 


ceived peculiar felicity, had he been con- 


ieted with ſome gentle female? 


But let it be remembered, that violence 
s not neceſſary to conſtitute ill temper. 
Obſtinacy alone will do it. Let me con- 


jure you, by all that is dear and lovely, to 


guard againſt that. Be aſſured there is 
not a man living, whoſe affection it does 
zt chill, let him be otherwiſe ever ſo 
warm an admirer. There may be thoſe 
who, during the ſhort reign of Beauty, 


vill ſupport it. But that being over, and 


the faſcination of appetite diſſolved, a diſ- 
putatious, perverſe, and ſtubborn female, 
wil always offend; and, where there is 


ay manhood left, will often provoke to 
dangerous degree. In the mean time, 
every one who is not in love will be diſ- 
ruſted ; nor can any charm of underſtand- 


nz, or of perſon, compenſate in a wo- 
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man the want of ſoft compliance, and | 
meek ſubmiſſion. Theſe the men are | 
taught by nature, by education, and by 
cuſtom, to conſider as your duty, and | 
their right; neither will ey be eaſily g 
brought to diſpenſe with it. Some of 
them you may ſubdue; but you can per- 
ſuade none of them into a different ſyſtem. 
If yet, after all, you will place your glory | 
in deſpotic rule inſtead of kind attraction, 
chooſing rather to tyrannize over daſtard- i 7 
ly flaves under the form of huſbands, than | 
to influence thoſe huſbands as render 
friends; what can we ſay, but that wei 
pity them much, and you more? Far f 
the idea of a little paltry power aſſumed 
without title, and exerciſed without dif. 
cretion, to give up the worthieſt triumphs 
of your ſex, how mean and how mir: 


able! „ Tell it not in Gath, publiſh it 
not in the ſtreets of Aſkelon : left the | ; 
6 daughters of the Philiſtines rejoice, let 
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wearing of gold, or of putting on of ap- 
parel : but let it be the hidden man of the 
heart, in that which is not corruptible, 


great price. 


bear lamenting, that ſo many of 
hem ſhould loſe their conſequence, by 
bulding it on qualities inſufficient to ſup- 
port it. Dreſs, and ſhow will never long 
wptivate any but ſuperficial minds. The 


bort. Mere vivacity may amuſe in a girl, 


ght; and trifling accompliſhments are all 
Vol. II. 5 8 2 


22 aderning, let it not be that cutward 
aderning of plaiting the hair, and of 


wen the ornament of a a Meek and Quiet 
Spirit, which is an the ft ght of God of 


S a friend to your, ſex, I cannot for- 


reign of youth and beauty is neceſlarily 


but in a woman cannot give laſting de- 
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too feeble to fix the heart. Vet uad 
things, I am ſorry to ſay it, are the only 


5 

ſources from whence the generality 9 5 
- young women at. preſent ſeek to derivg 50 
their power. In this purſuit, the unmean his 
ing applauſe, or momentary admiration... 
of a few, is ſuppoſed to found a ſupe bofe 

' rior and permanent importance with al 10 
What are the effects? From that nd o 
ment, female ſoftneſs is forgotten; ch 41 
ſtian condeſcenſion is held mean; Hum unn 
lity, the parent of almoſt every excellence don 
is utterly deſpiſed ; and hence a perpetulM...; 
aim at proud dominion, inſtead of thi TM 
obſequious majeſty aſcribed by the po le. 
to innocent Eve — an aim, indeed, 1 ber 
quently thwarted in theſe her daughter 5 
and, when ſucceſsful, productive of n 
triumph always diſguſting to us her ſons te 
Hence too an unnatural compound of cui lt i 
ceited allurement and affected prudery, Wl ty 
place of thoſe genuine attractions hig !: t 
are attendant on modeſty and ſweetneſ « 


hence, to ſay no more, rivalſhip 1 in figu 


„ 


ind quarrels for conqueſt, without end. 
How often, alas, have we ſeen theſe things 
liſprace the ſingle ſtate! Nor need we 
wonder, that from habit they are often 


wow, perhaps, concentered and turned 


kind have always conſpired to crown with 


" celleſt them all,” 
83 
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carried into the conjugal; with this dif- 
ſerence, that the folly and preſumption, 
before diffuſed and practiſed on all, are 


on the huſband. Would you, my dear 
charge, avoid a conduct ſo indecent and 
happy? Would you ſecure, in both 
conditions, an influence equally juſt and 
miable ? To all other virtues and at- 
winments befitting your ſex, learn to join 
Neekneſs, Meekneſs is followed with 
gery honour, while ſhe arrogates none. 
Female Meekneſs the better part of man- 


ever fading wreaths of love and of praiſe. 
lt is thine, thou fair form, to command 
ty obeying, and by yielding to conquer. 

In the family of Religion, - many daugh- 
* ters have done virtuouſly, but thou ex- 
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The merits of this moſt” lovely 107 
1 have engaged to diſplay. Its importance 
in the married ſtate I mentioned in the 
cloſe of my laſt diſcourſe. Let me pre 


1 


that [5's AL and then proceed. 


In the paſſage from which we bare 


— 


taken our text, the apoſtle exhorts chri- 
ſtian women to be in ſu jection to their | 
oven huſbands, adding, as a motive which | 
deſerved their regard, & that if any obey | 
<« not the word, they alſo without the | 
ce word may be won by the converſation | 
ce of the wives, while they behold your | 
c chaſte converſation coupled with fear; 
and ſo he goes on to recommend that meck | 
and quict ſpirit, which ought to be their | 
principal ornament. With relation to the 
particular caſe by him ſuppoſed, his mean - 
ing er idently | is, that thoſe his female diſ- 
ciples might, by a pious and exact de- 
portment full of ſweetneſs and moderation, 0 
gain their huſbands over to a religion | 
wich they had not yet embraced, but 


„ "CO —"> EW 


gilt, when they beheld and experienced 
is happy effects on the tempers and man- 


nental to ſave a ſoul from death, we may 
adreſs, though in a lower ſenſe, thoſe 


Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the 


* among, women.“ 
| cannot do jantes to this part of my 


raſon to fear much of the worthleſſneſs of 
nany married men, as well as much of the 


ters, muſt be imputed to the Turbulent 
ballons or Uncomplying Humours of the 
ktter, Such is the ſameneſs of the ma- 
timonial Rate on one hand, ſuch its cares 
u the other, and, it is but fair to add, 
ch the indiſpolition of nu nbers of men 


84 
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which they would. be no longer able to 


lers of their wives. To every excellent 
roman, that in this way has been inſtru- 


yords which were ſpoken by Gabriel to 
the Virgin Mary on a great occaſion, 
„Lord is with thee : 4 bleſſed art thou 


zument without remarking, that there is 


happineſs both of them and their part- 
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to be long delighted; that, to preſerve the | 


attachment of a' husband” unimpaired, the 
utmoſt attention and the mildeſt compla- 


cence are commonly AY on . lie 


of che woman. 


cc E. en in the happieſt choice, where le 


heav'n 
4 Has equal love ard eaſy fortune given, 


„Think not, the nn n that a i fo s| 


done; 


"6 The prize of happineſs muſt in be won; | 


« And oft, the careleſs find it to their coſt, 


„The lover in the huſband may be loſt: . 6 
The Graces might alone his heart allure; 3 
„They and the Virtues meeting muſt e- i 


cure.“ 


I am aſtoniſhed at the folly of many wo- 
men, who are ſtill reproaching their hut- y 
bands for leaving them alone, for preferring | 
this or that company to theirs, for treat- 
ing them with this and the other mark of dil- i 
regard or indifference; when, to ſpeak the 
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truth, they have themſelves in a great mea- 
jure to blame. Not that I would juſtify 
the men in any thing wrong on their part. 
But had you behaved to them with a more 
reſpeAful obſervance, and a more equal 
tenderneſs ; ſtudying their humours, over- 
looking their miſtakes, ſubmitting to their 
opinions in matters indifferent, paſſing by 
little inſtances of unevenneſs, caprice, or 
paſſion, giving ſoft anſwers to haſty words, 
complaining as ſeldom as poſſible, and 
making it your daily care to relieve their 
anxieties, and prevent their wiſhes, to en- 
liven the hour of dullneſs, and call up the 
ideas of felicity: had you purſued this 
conduct, I doubt not but you would have 
maintained and even increaſed their eſteem, 

ſo far as to have ſecured every degree of 
influence that could conduce to their vir- 
tue, or your mutual ſatisfaction; and your 


houſe might at this day have been the 
abode of domeſtic bliſs, 


266 ß E RM ON XIV. 


There may, it is true, be ſome huſbands. 
whom no goodneſs can. impreſs, We F 
owned it before; but ſtill we have ground f 
to believe, that of men who. would have 3 
turned out better, had they met with 4 
diſcreet and obliging women, . multitudes; 4 


have been loſt by the inattention and ne- 


gleét, as well as not a few by. the imper- 4 
tinence and perverſeneſs of their wives. 


Little do many of you think how eaſily 
the heart may be alienated. A generous 


readineſs to make every kind allowance 


for what may be amiſs in others, is per- 
haps the rareft quality in the world; it is 


however one of the moſt neceſſary, in the 


ſeveral connexions of ſociety, but eſpeci- 
ally in the neareſt of all connexions. 
And yet how few huſbands, comparatively 
ſpeaking, have the good nature to exerciſe 
it towards the companions of their life ! 
How ſoon after marriage does it often 
happen, that every error is magnified into 
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wen the beſt temper will be hurt by cir- 


notwithſtanding all this, it continues true, 
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s we have frequently ſeen, thoſe engag- 
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line inſtant; as if the ſolemn vows they 


nd their only concern was to be married, 
ot to be happy, or to gain a heart, not 
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(fail; every fault into a vice, and often 
a ſingle look is conſtrued into I know not 

what enormity! One great ſource of this 
niſery is, that moſt men expect too much 
ſom the women they marry,” expect to be 
days received with ſmiles, and cheriſhed! 
by endearments; forgetting that they do 
not always deſerve: them, that thoſe wo- 
nen are like themſelves imperfect, that 


cumſtances, and that the brighteſt ſæy can- 
rot for ever remain unclouded. But, 


that women might often do much more to | 
leafe, Their dropping to the huſpand, 


nz manners which they practiſed on the 
luer, is impiety and diſtraction at the 


nade at the altar were words of courſe, 


o keep it. They are apt alſo to forget 
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in their turn, that the complacence and 
obſequiouſneſs of courtſhip ſeldom extend 
into wedlock ; that the raptures of a com- 
mon paſſion are neceſſarily ſhort ; that an 
attachment without tenderneſs, or at moſt 
an affection without delicacy, is as much 
as can be hoped from the ordinary run of 
huſbands; and that to preſerve even this 
requires both vigilance and gentleneſs, 


But that vigilance which is forced will 


be frequently ſuſpended ; and that gentle- 
neſs which is put on will be always pre- 


carious. Therefore we wiſh you to ac- 


quire early the habits of ſelf-controul, and 
to cultivate from principle a meek and 
quiet ſpirit. This you will do with ſuc- 
ceſs, if imploring and depending on the 
grace of God, you make conſcience of 
curbing betimes the iraſcible paſſions of 
nature, of ſubmitting calmly to the daily 
mortifications of life, of generouſly yield- 


ing to thoſe about you, and particu- 
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larly of condeſcending to perſons of low Oo 
n . | 0 
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I have never ſeen a woman eminent for 
the laſt of theſe qualities, who was not 
excellent in many other ways, Reſpect to 
ſuperiors may be enforced by fear, or 
prompted by intereſt, and is therefore no 
demonſtrative proof of a good heart. But 
habitual mildneſs to thoſe of inferior rank, 
is one of its ſureſt indications. That 
young lady cannot have a bad mind, who 
readily enters into the diſtreſſes, and affec- 
tionately contributes to the felicity, of 
thoſe whom Providence has placed be- 
neath her. In reality, there is no ſuch 
diſcovery of your tempers as your treat- 
ment of domeſtics, She is always the 
worthieſt character who behaves beſt at 
home, and is moſt liked by the ſervants. 
They are the trueſt judges of a woman's 
diſpoſitions, becauſe to them diſguiſe is 
laid aſide, and they ſee her in all lights. 
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„An unaffected propenſion to uſe them well, | 
without partiality and without caprice, | 
argues a confirmed benevolence. Thoſe | 

«who uſe them. otherwiſe, will urge indeed | 

DE their mercenary; ſpirit, their want of grati- t 
tude, their want of worth; and ſuch com- 
plaints may in many inſtances be too well 
founded. But humanity is noble, and 
will riſe above little conſiderations; Chiil. 
tianity is divine, and will not be overcome 
of evil, but will overcome evil. with. good. f 
A faithful ſervant is a treaſure, « entitled to | 
-every,paſlidle mark of regard; and hoe | 
ſuch there. certainly are in this country. 
But it. muſt be confeſſed, the generality of | 
that claſs are often highly ,provoking : | 
they are ever ready to corrupt one — nl 

and there can, be little attachment where 4 

there is no principle. Nevertheleſs, I am 

perſuaded, that treating them with tender- 
neſs when, ſick, and with. gentlenefs at 
other times, without making them con- 

» Adents, would, joined to a wiſe and pious 
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example, go far to gain and reformmany 
of them. At any rate, condeſcenſion and | 

generoſity to thoſe of lower ſtation, will | 


always give ſatisfaction to that mind in -M 
which there is real ſuperiority. ..-- 


Vour behaving - handſomely to your 
friends, and courteouſly to all with whom 
you converſe, though not ſo certainly 
characteriſtic of the virtue I paint, will 

yet be a natural and agreeable effect of it. 
Mleekneſs is like the light, which ſpreads 
itſelf every where: though, like the light 

too, it pleaſes moſt where it is leaſt look- 
ed for. To carry on the reſemblance; 
like that it will be ſometimes obſcured, 
but like that alſo, we cannot bear its be- 
ing long abſent. Starts of petulance may 
be forgiven to proſperity ; fits of fretful- 
neſs are natural to afffiction: but what 
can be pleaded for barbouring a Paſſionate 
or a Peeviſhi' Temper, eaſily oe and 
yy — „ 
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When I have ſeen a woman in a rage, 
I have always wiſhed for a mirror at hand, 


to ſhow her to herſelf. How would ſhe | 
have ſtarted back from her own image, E 
if not an abſolute Demon! To thoſe of 
ſuch a ſtamp I have nothing to ſay but Z 
this, that a place awaits them where their } 
rage will have its full ſcope for ever. But 
ſome are of a calmer ſtrain, ſour, ſplene- 
tic, and ſullen; not leſs unchriſtian, or 
leſs unfemale than the others, and on one 
account much worſe. In thoſe the ftorm 
breaks and clears; in theſe all is ſettled 1 
gloom, that admits no ſunſhine, that pre- 
ſents no proſpect of the chearful kind. A 
For vulgar and unenlightened ſpirits, thus 
continually overcaſt, there may be ſome i 
excuſe, from the want of better inftruc- 1 
tion, that might have helped to correct 
their natural infelicity of temper. But 
what ſhall be faid for habitual rancour, 
deep reſentment, and cool malignity in 
thoſe women who, together with under- i 
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tandings originally good (for ſome ſuch 
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heir hearts; and the talents they poſſeſs 
krye only to render them completer 
tends. e 


hink, that, provided they do not indulge 


offend only by incontinence; or as if her 
wt committing a fin to which perhaps 
tom the coldneſs of her complexion ſhe 
has no propenſity, or from which ſhe is 
trained by the dread of immediate in- 
amy and ruin, would atone for the com- 
niſnon of others without number ; for 
nuty and arrogance, for ſelfiſhneſs and 
ary, for ſuſpicion and revenge, for un- 
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here are) have enjoyed the advantages of 
books and converſation, of elegant breed - 
ng and knowledge of the world? In 
truth, their heads ſeem to have ſtarved 


It is a ſtrange miſtake of many who 


to one particular paſſion, they may give 
1 looſe to all the reft : as if a woman could 


240, — 


wounded cenſoriouſneſs, or the blackeſt 
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malice. I am ſufficiently aware that Pride 
may not comprehend the remark, and 


that Uncharitableneſs may not forgive i it: 


but no candid hearer will miſtake me 


when I ſay, that, howeyer ſcandalous and 


however deſtructive the luſts of the fleſh} 
may be, thoſe of the mind are yet more 
heinous, being the proper and peculiat 


image of the worſt and wickedeſt being in 


the univerſe; in one word, they are in. 
fernal. | | 


Our Maſter . the Attac 
well, and was not afraid to ſhow that be 
underſtood it. In the capacity of 2 


teacher he 1 freely with publicans} 


and ſinners ; ; he treated them tenderly ; he 


came not, as he himſelf ſaid, „ to call de 


„ righteous but ſinners. to xepentance.” } 
What gentleneſs did he not n tel 
poor creature, taken in adultery !. What 


forgiveneſs of the well-known female pe- 


nitent, who but a little before had bean 


mk oak et „ 
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plunged in diſorder and ſhame! Such he 


declared ſhould enter into the kingdom of 


heaven more readily than the Scribes and 
Phariſees, in ſpite of all their ablutions and 
prayers, their frequent faſtings and ſpe- 


cious demeanour ; a proud, ſelf-juſtifying, 


and moſt unmerciful ſet of men, whom he 


ſerupled not for theſe reaſons to pronounce 


« the children of the devil.” Let me per- 
ſuade you, from.the example of your Sa- 


gone aſtray. How ungracious in women 
not to ſhow mercy to women! Let me 


cilious contempt, or unforgiving ſeverity, 
on the ſubject of thoſe hapleſs beings 
whoſe miſery pleads for commiſeration 
yet louder than their crimes call for cen- 


would not have yielded to the ſame temp- 
tations which overcame them? Where 
ae thoſe perfect characters that can an- 
wer for their own ſtability? Who made 
1 


viour, to learn Pity towards ſuch as have 


prevail with you never to expreſs a ſuper- | 


ſure, Which of you can be ſure that you 
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you to differ from the wretchedeſt of 
human kind? Believe me, chriſtians, 
the moſt genuine virtue is always the moſt 
humble, and the moſt charitable. —Mer- 
ciful heaven, may the beſt gifts of thy 


providence, and the ſweeteſt influence of 


thy grace, deſcend evermore on that 
bleſſed . Eſtabliſhment, which has opened 
a ſanctuary for wretched females weary of 
vice, and willing to reform. May all its 
benefactors obtain mercy in the day of the 
Lord. What ſuperior honour does ſuch 
an eſtabliſhment, with its ſiſter inſtitution, 


that happy Aſylum for the helpleſs young | 


creatures of your ſex who are yet uncor- 
rupted, reflect on this nation! They 


are truly the moſt diſtinguiſhing glory of 3 
Britain; the faireſt flowers, if I may fo ö 


ay, in all the garland of ane, Hu- 
manity. 


But let me recommend to you Candour 
with regard to your ſex in general, as 
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well as compaſſion towards the unhappy 
part of it. Ah, my fair clients, what 
ſhall we ſay in your behalf to thoſe men 
who are always telling us of your ill-na- 


- tured remarks, or illiberal inſinuations to 


the diſadvantage of one another? Such 
as reſign themſelves, without controul, to 
this accurſed paſſion, we give up at 
once with indignation and abhorrence. 
Thoſe wilful and deliberate deftroyers of 
reputation are of their . father the devil, 
« who was” an accuſer, and © a murderer 
from the beginning ;” nor, while they 
do his works, will it avail them aught, 
though like him they could in other re- 

ſpecs transform themſelves into angels 
* of light,” No luſtre of beauty, no 

brilliancy of underſtanding, can, even 
among the warmeſt friends of the ſex, 
make compenſation for the ſpirit of cenſo- 

rouſneſs in a female. For my own part, 
| conſider good nature and candid ſenti- 

ments as fo peculiarly indiſpenſable in 
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every woman, that, when I want to eſti. 
mate the character of any young lady, ] 
take the firſt opportunity of commending 
highly ſome perſon of her own ſex, and 


about her own age, but rather younger, | 
whom ſhe knows, and who is deſervedly a | 
favourite with the men. If without heſi- 
tation, reſerve, or a ſingle But, if with j 
apparent pleaſure and cordiality ſhe joins | 
in the praiſe; I am willing from that mo- 
ment to form a favourable opinion of her | 
heart. I may be miſtaken :' it may be all | 
artifice; but, for the ' moſt part, I think | 
not. If on the contrary—But I need not | 
expreſs the reſt, Inform us, ye ſtudents | 
of human nature, what it is in the female 
mind that, without the reſtraints of ſupe- | 
rior worth, inclines it ſo ſtrongly to the 
love of ſcandal? I am diſpoſed to hope 
that, beſide the competitions formerly ex- | 
plained, it may be often owing to the acri- 
mony produced by diſappointment, and | 
often to the habits contracted by afſociat- | 
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ing with thoſe who, having no fund of en- 
tertainment in themſelves, are forced to 
ſeek it at the expence of others. Be it 
owing however to what it will, one thing 


is certain, that a proneneſs to indulge it is 


always deteſtable; as, on the other hand, 
ſhe who has the generoſity to approve 
moſt, will have always the ſatisfaction of 


beiog moſt approved ; and for the beſt of 


qualities, an amiable temper No, my 
fair ones, nothing can make amends for 
the want of that. It is like wiſdom; It 

cannot be valued with the gold of 
« Ophir, with the precious onyx or the 


« ſapphire. . The gold and the cryſtal 
„ cannot equal it; and the exchange of 


„it ſhall not be for jewels of fine gold. 
« No mention. ſhall be made of coral or 
« of pearls: for the price of it is above 
«© rubies. The topaz of Ethiopia ſhall 
“ not equal it.“ Preſerve it, dearly be- 
loved, and cheriſh it for ever. 5 


14 


280 SERMON XIV. 


Let “ the law of kindneſs” be in your 
tongue. A froward mouth and per- 


« verſe lips put far from you.” Guard | 


againſt every word, againſt every hint 
that would give pain unneceſſarily to any 
creature. Beware of miſtaking pertneſs 
for vivacity, or petulance for ſpirit, 


Tremble at the thought of ſacrificing | 


friendſhip to a jeſt, Indulge in no caſe a 
propenſity to contradiction, or the itch of 
_ criticiſm.. Be not haſty to draw charac- 
ters, in general companigs eſpecially, 
W henever you do, be ſure to touch on 
what is praiſe-worthy : ſomething praiſe- 
worthy there is in every character, . Over 
what is culpable throw the veil of charity 
as often as you can. F As well in this as 
in other reſpects, charity ſhall hide a 
<« multitude of fins.” When the abſent 
are condemned, . juſtify their conduct, if 
poſſible; extenuate it, if not: ſome cir- 
cumſtance of extenuation may be almoſt 
always found. If in your judgment of 
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human ations you. muſt frequently err, 
let it ever be on the favourable ſide; and 
remember, that one of a noble nature 
had much rather be thought humane than 
witty, ſimple than ſevere. Show your- 

ſelves pleaſed, as often as you really are 
ſo; and you will ſeldom fail of pleaſing. 

Join to all the reſt the magnanimity of 
zpplauding freely in other women that 
beauty, and thoſe accompliſhments, which 
you yourſelves may chance not to poſſeſs, 
or to poſſeſs only in an inferior degree, — 
How lovely and great will you appear by 
an unaffected attention to ſuch maxims ! 
The ſparkling of wit, or the fplendor of 
fortune in others, may amuſe and dazzle 
for a time; but you ſhall ſecure ſolid and 
laf ing eſftezm. Your ſociety will be 
ſought, as eaſy and ſafe; your friendſhip 
will be prized, as fincere and affectionate; 
in your tender boſoms your acquaintance. 
will long to repoſe their hearts; and from 
your ſympathetic manner of entering in- 
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ſolation. 


But is chere no danger of ſinking into 
inſipidity by ſuch a behaviour? Not 
the leaſt; if it be accompanied with 
thoſe other qualities which women ought 1 
to cultivate, And what ſhould hinder 
the ſofteſt ſpirit of your ſex from ac- L 
quiring, if the will, any one virtue or 
accompliſhment proportionate to her capa- q 
city? It is poſſible indeed, that ſuch a 
caſt of mind may be attended with leſs 
reſolution in difficulties, ' with leſs en- 
durance of affliction, with leſs acuteneſs 9 
of wit, or leſs force of underſtanding; 1 

but by due pains taken with herſelf, a 4 
woman of this ſort will, I apprehend, 
beyond all others, improve into that form U 
of character which we would willingly 
convince you is the moſt beautiful in a A 
female. There are, I will acknowledge, 
now and then in ſome of a different 3 
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0 their concerns, they will 1 receive con. 
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mould, certain little caprices, or lively 
allies and ſtarts of humour, that are not 
unpleaſing on particular occaſions. But 
then they require to be bounded by de- 
cency, and blended with ſenſe; nor muſt 
the great principles of good affection be 
ever forgotten. 15 1 


Amongſt the many other advantages 
reſulting from female meekneſs, I muſt 
not omit to mention how much it will 
conduce to Perſonal Attraction. As it 
commonly implies calm paſſions, ſo it 
naturally produces, or happily promotes, 
that ſerene manner which is always en- 
racing, (a flutter never is) and which, 
meeting a ſentimental mind, refines very 
readily into a gracefulneſs of mien, more 
real than any that is acquired in gay 
alemblies, and to an obſervant eye much 
more alluring, Imagine a circle of hand- 
ſome young women, where one is diſtin- 
puſhed above the reſt by a flowing yet 


reſpect will her preſence neceſſarily in- 
filent, from a diſpoſition to give place 


talking; will not her very ſilence inte- 
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compoſed affability; by a meek bol 
and modeſt carriage, in which there ap4 ; 
_ pears no conſciouſneſs of beauty, no re 
turn upon herſelf, no ſtudy to become 
the object of the company, no viſible E enn 


attention to her dreſs or perſon, but a it 
recollected air, and ſteady regard to thoſe f 


about her; what ſuperior pleaſure andi 
ſpire! Suppoſe her, if you will, entirely 
to others who may ſeem more deſirous off 


reft? But when, on finding room left 
her to ſhare in the difcourſe, ſhe delivers re 


herſelf with that ſweetneſs of voice which © wu 


often accompanies mild affections, expreſ- 1 
ſing in gentle unſtudied accents ſuch ſen- WM” 


timents as are worthy of her character; 1 ul 


leave you to gueſs the effect on every ſuſ- 
ceptible by ſtander. Alas! my friends, 
whit is all the momentary luſtre you ate WM 
continually labouring to give thoſe lips, 3 
compared with the permanent beauties 3 
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K 5 1 2 lovely mind, breathing from them 


: ere the grace of meekneſs has the ſoul 
mn n full poſſeſſion, it will be often ſeen 
1aning. in the eyes with a bland ſenſi- 
1 : llity, and ſporting on the countenance 
M nplacid ſmiles, more ſoft than the ſofteſt 
1 low of a fummer evening; eſpecially, 
en the mind is at any time exalted into 
71 helier emotions of benignity and joy. 
ef or once more let us ſuppoſe, that aMic- 
en has given to ſuch a face a caſt of 


oemnity and languor; it will ſtill re- 


14 tin a kind of ſober charm that is inex- 
80 refnibly affecting. In truth, beauty never 


[2 vuches the heart fo deeply, as when with 
beet unreluctant ſurrender it ſeems ready 


s faint under the ſhock of misfortune, or 
ie load of ſorrow. But to proceed, 


IJ |! would take the liberty to obſerve, that 
„ riſtian meekneſs will be of particular 
ie to prevent the Artful Behaviour fo 


agreeable converſation? Let me add, 


ͤ„—œ—ũõä—EEPDc(ã ũ .: —4 


„ bequently complained of in women, and 
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in many inſtances ſo juſtly. The com- aan 


plaint, J confeſs, comes with an ill grace 
from thoſe men, whole daily ſtudy it is, ter 
in one ſhape or another, to impoſe on the = : 
ſex; nor can I doubt but many of the 
latter would have more ſincerity, if the ll 
others had leſs deſign. They probably ſe 
think themſelves juſtified in baffling art 1 it 
by art ; and from the ſcience of defence = © 
and reſiſtance, they are too apt to paſs | | pl 
to that of ſtratagem and attack. It is Ml * 
marvellous indeed to what lengths many 9 n 
of them carry it, till they become mere Wl * 
compoſitions of hypocriſy; where. each ; 2 


ingenuous feeling is loſt, and every word, 
look, motion, and minute proceeding, is is | ; 
a lye. Whether it be that Nature has 2 
given them more ſubtilty, or that educa- q 
tion has taught them more diſguiſe, or | 3 
that their condition affords them ooo Þ 

leiſure to think of ſuch. things, or that 
they are willing to make up in wies 
what they want in ſtrength ; whether | 
it be owing to one, or to all of theſe 
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cauſes, I know not: but the fact is this, 


that there are very few men able to con- 
tend with a cunning woman in her own 
wage. 2 oy 07100 Bn LN IIs 


4 


Nevertheleſs, I muſt inform ſuch diſ- 


ſemblers, that cunning is not true ability; 
it is at beſt but left-handed wiſdom; it 
carries with it an obliquity, and an im- 


potence, that a noble mind will, and that 
2 capable one ought to deſpiſe, I need 


not ſay, that it is diametrically oppoſite 


to the ſimplicity of the goſpel, which 
admits our being * wiſe as ſerpents,” 
only ſo far as is conſiſtent with our be- 
The maxims 
of a virtuous prudence are comprehenſive; 
and ſhe who has learnt, with an humble 
reliance on heaven's direction, to apply 


* 


ing “ harmleſs as doves.” 


them as occaſion requires, will never 
want the affiftance of artifice. In ſhort, 
atifice is very often a feeble auxiliary, 
and almoſt conſtantly betraying thoſe 


that truſt to it. Fond 1 or 
unſuſpecting candour, may no doubt be 
eaſily deceived by female diſguiſe; but 
it is difficult to act a part long.  Difh- 
mulation will ſometimes let fall the maſk; | 
and he has not the ſpirit of a man, Who 
does not abhor and ſcorn the detected im· 
poſtor. Mean while, what a laborious 
taſk is hers! How anxious, ignoble, and | q 
wretched | From this, my fair diſciples, f 
native goodneſs and chriſtian meekneſs 
will . fave you. By being what you: | 
ought to appear, you will be under no- q 
temptation of appearing what you are 
not. An obliging converſation; and ſoſt 
deportment, will proceed: from you freely/ | 
as from a living fountain, Having no 
bad paſſions to conceal, your thoughts 
and manners will be tranſparente Truth F 
will be your prompter, ns | 
is your guards In you Virtue will wear 
her mildeſt aſpect, without conſtraint ang 
without ſtudy. The baſeneſs and bar- 1 


14 
— 


L Py 
: 
8 
of 
8 
2 
* 
. 
% 
7 
6 2 
* 
= 
* 
4» 
: 
5 
* 
of 
7 
a4 
7% 
2 
£Y 
. 
2 
a. 
* 
Fu” 
=A 
4 
pp. 
2 
* 
1 
1 
7 
We 
"4 
"i 
5 
Fo 
5 
£ 
= 
+ 
1 * 
Py 
* 
2 
2 
7 
1 
3 
ag 
Y 
40 
5 > 
8 
. 
"x 
5 
= 
BY 
1 
wo 
2 
1 
Ges 
A 
HY 
"A 
_w_ 
* vY 
"% 


£4 
3 
9 
bs 3 
E A 
20 
"—— _ 
I 
8 
"oh 
434 
| 1 
ED 
LY 
8 
3 
4 
"i 
1 
3 
il 
3 
* A 
=» 
3 
584 
> 
: 0 
"2 
7 
AF 
5 8 
7 
7 £ 
2 
25 » 


- 
— 2 


7 
— 


SERMON XIV. 259 


barity of inviting and encouraging ad- 


dreſſes, which you mean not in the end 
to accept, you will avoid and deteſt. A 


proffered _ heart you will refuſe with 


civility and gratitude, where you can- 
not return your own z or where you 
can and ought, you. will accept with 
generoſity and affection. Let me add 
upon the whole, that as every mode of 
difimulation is. equally injudicious and 


unbecoming, ſo. ſhe will always be the 


moſt ee while ſhe is the only 
honourable character, who cultivates ge- 

nuine worth inſtead of artificial forms, 
and practiſes undiſſembled ſweetneſs in- 


ſtead of fictitious ne 


Sack a one was Ifabella, the FI of | 
al who knew her. It is true, ſhe lived 
where virtue was not eclipſed by for- 
tune, - and where depravity of manners 
did not prevent the admiration of ex- 


cllence, Her mind was very early ac- 
Vor. II. 1 5 3 
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compliſhed ; it was that of a woman, 


when ſhe was yet but a child. Tt ſhone | 
in her face with a generous warmth, and | 
at the ſame time a calm intelligence, 
ſeldom ſeen in a countenance ſo young; | 
It produced in her whole deportment a a 
mixture of ſoftneſs and dignity, which 
the alone did not perceive. In company, 
the merits of others, not her own, en- 
gaged all her attention. She was nerer 
pert. Her diffidence kept her too fre- : 
quently ſilent : when ſhe ſpoke, it was 


with ſweet ſimplicity and ſmiling reſpe&. 


Her voice was melody itſelf, without 
that frivolous whine which is often oe- 
caſioned by diſſembling, and often by 
affectation. Amongſt her intimate com- 
panions ſhe was ſprightly and playful : Þ 


for them ſhe felt the enthuſiaſm of friend- 


ſhip. Her pen flowed in a ſtream of ſen- 
- timent alike tender and exalted ; it was 
the interpreter of her heart. Every duty 1 
becoming her ſation, and conſiſtent with | 


3 
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her years, ſhe fulfilled from inſtin&t ſancti- 


fied by piety 3 a piety, in which meek- 


neſs {till , preſided. Heaven beheld fo 
gentle a ſpirit. with complacence, and 


took her away from the evil to come; 


took her to itſelf, in all the purity of 


untainted virtue. She was ſeized on a 


ſudden : I then ſaw her: ſhe was no Way 


alarmed. Young and beautiful, admired 


and happy, ſhe ſurrendered her ſoul with 
a placid reſignation; ſhe ſmiled in her laſt 
moments; the ſmile remained on her 
clay-cold viſage for ſome time after the 
informing mind was fled. dhe was love- 
ly and pleaſant in her life, and in her 
death an object of univerſal and af- 
ſectionate lamentation. Her little ſtory 
furniſhes a proof, that ſentiment and meek- 


neſs conjoined, are ſuperior to all other 


allurements; and that diſpoſitions at once 
mild and virtuous require neither diſguiſe 
nor heightening. 
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Þ preſume you know, that the language 
of inſpiration repreſents the internal cha- 


racter under the notion of a perſon or 


living form, which it ſtyles the Old or 
the New Man, according as the prin- 
ciples of ſin or of holineſs have the aſcen- 


dant. By the ſame figure of ſpeech, 1 
the inward graces and decorations of a2 
chriſtian are here termed “ the hidden 
& man of the heart, in that which is 
© not corruptible ;” to contraſt them with 
that corporeal beauty, and thoſe external || 
_ embelliſhments, - which are immediately 

palpable to the ſenſes, and like them ſub- } 
/ ject to decay and corruption. Thus it is : 
that St. Peter would call off your too 
anxious attention from inferior, outſide, 
and ſhort-lived attractions, whether ori- 
ginal or aſſumed, to ſuch as are of 
ſupreme value, being in their nature ſpi- 
ritual and immortal. Nor does he ſimply ; 
reſt there, but farther recommends the , 
latter as highly Acceptable to your Maker, 1 


« ſpirit, Sen is in the flight of God of 
" Dh price.” 


Such a ſpirit, indeed, bears a near re- 


ſemblance to his own moſt merciful and 


bleſſed attributes, to his well beloved Son 
and our divinely benevolent Saviour, to 
thoſe good and happy creatures that con- 
ſtitute the angelic world, and to all the 
excellent ones of human kind, both on 
earth and in heaven, that belong to the 


ſame great family of love. Such a ſpirit 
proceeds directly from the common parent, 
and cannot but be pleaſing to its author. 
What ſays St. James! „The wiſdom 


that is from above is firſt pure, then 


0 peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to be in- 


treated, full of mercy and good fruits.“ 
duch is the temper of chriſtianity, and 


ſuch are its effects. 


To cheriſh them in yourſelves let all 
the preceding conſiderations incite you; 


EY 
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% even the ornament of a meek and quiet 
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but above them afl, bs engaged by the | 
divine ambition of being approved by the 
Sovereign Judge and Rewarder of excel- 
lence. What can be added to ſuch an 
argument; or what can we offer upon 
it, that will be any way anſwerable to 
its dignity? To appear beautiful in the 
eye of God; to be beloved by the mon- 
arch of the univerſe; to be admitted, if 
I may uſe the phraſe, as ſo many fair 
and ſhining pillars into his temple be- 
low; while he contemplates each with a ! 
pleaſing aſpect, and purpoſes to remove 
them in due time to his ſanctuary on high, 
where they ſhall remain his everlaſting *' 
delight, as well as the never-ceafing ad- 
miration of ſurrounding cherubim great 
Creator, what can equal ſuch exaltation 
and felicity? And can any of you, my ; 
hearers, be ſo deſtitute of every nobler ſen- 
timent as not to aſpire after privileges like 
| theſe? Unmoved by ſuch ideas, can you 
turn away with impatience, and run to 
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ſcenes of dreſs and ſhow with the ſame 
little inglorious paſſions as before; prefer- 
ring to the approbation of the Eternal 
the lighteſt regards from the ſillieſt mor- 
tals ? Uo. thou ſenſeleſs creature, and 
boaſt of being admired by the butterflies 
of a day : See what they will do for thee, 
when he whoſe favour thou negleQeſt, 
and for ſuch things, ſhall cauſe thy 
« beauty to conſume like a moth,” and 
thy heart to ſink within thee like a ſtone. 
Imagination ſhudders at the thought of 
that day, when thou ſhalt enter, tremb- 
ling, forſaken and forlorn, thoſe diſmal re- 
gions which the voice of adulation can- 
not reach, where nothing ſhall be heard but 
ſounds of reproach, and blaſphemy, and 
wo; where ſtript of every ornament 
that now decks thy body, and ſtript of 
that body itſelf, thy mind muſt appear 
without ſhelter or covering, all deformed 
and ghaſtly, mangled with the wounds of 
delpairing guilt, and diſtorted by the vio- 
9 0 4 


lence of envenomed paſſions, while demons 
ſhall mock at thy miſery. Save us, al- 
mighty Redeemer, fave theſe young Fo | 
from a doom ſo dreadful! . 1 


Would you concur to prevent it? Be. | 
gin with reſtraining the love of orna- 
ment; or rather, turn that dangerous 
affection into a higher channel, and let it 
flow: it will then become ſafe, uſeful, 
noble. Here you will have ſcope for the 
largeſt fancy. To the adorning of your | 
characters we with you to ſet no bounds. 
In drefling the ſoul for the company of 
ſaints, of angels, of God himſelf, you 
cannot employ too much time or thought. 
In ftudying and cultivating “ the hidden 
“ man of the heart,” you will every day 
diſcover new charms, that will improve 
with age, bloom in ſickneſs, live in death, 
ſurvive the deſolation of the grave, 
aſcend triumphant to the world of perfect 
beauty, and continue to brighten under 
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the ſmile of heaven for ever. In a word, 


all the beſt beings in the creation, to- 


gether with the Creator himſelf, concur 


in loving and honouring a beauteous 
mind. 


Nor is this a diſtinction, for which: 
you muſt contend with too many com-" 
petitors. Carry the paſſion for dreſs al- 
moſt ever ſo high, you will ſtill have the 


mortification to find ſome one or other 
outſhine you in taſte, or in magnificence z 


but the palm of wiſdom you may bear 
away from the greater part unenvied, 
if you will only allow them the iuperio- 


rity of faſhion. Oh! that I knew how 
to awaken on this ſubject the ſpirit of | 


ambition in thoſe who arc ſo prone to 
indulge it on a thouſand otters, Happy 


preacher, couldit thou behoid thy carers 
filled with emulation to excel one an- 
other, in ali the modeſt graces and nuld 
accompliſhments that can adorn tacu icx ! - 


— — — ch 
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Happy Britain, were this the era in 
which Religion, with her whole train of 
Virtues, might riſe into repute amongſt | 
thy children; in which thy ſons might by 
“ as plants grown up in their youth,” 
and thy “ daughters as corner-ſtones 
& poliſhed after the ſimilitude of 2 
4c palace!” 
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HE preacher can readily ſuppoſe, 

that many things advanced on the 
ſubject of Women, in the courſe of theſe 
Sermons, will be deemed by the gene- 
rality of his own ſex too ſoothing, while 
by the majority of yours many will be 
judged too ſevere; ſuch is the force of 
prejudice on both files, That he him- 
ſelf is quite impartial, it is impoſſible ſor 
him to be certain. He can only ſay, that 
he has honeſtly endeavoured, according to 
the beſt of his capacity, to hold the ba- 
lance even. Throughout the whole, he 
had but one ſingle point to ſtudy ; which 
was, to advance what he believed to be 
true, and what he hoped at the ſame time 
might be uſeful, He knew, and conſi- 
dered, that he is accountable at a higher 
tribunal than any upon earth. If he has 
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wiſhed to pleaſe, it was from a ſolicitude 
* for your good to .edification.” If he 


has happened to offend, it was without 
malignity or deſign. He ſhould be ſorry | 


to be counted your enemy, for telling you 
the truth. But his concern in that cafe 
would be for you, not for himſelf; he is 


ambitivus of your approbation, but heis 


much more ſo of his own. 


| His happieſt days having been chiefly 
paſt in the converſation of women of 
worth and underſtanding, it is certain, 
that for ſuch he has ever: entertained a 
peculiar eſteem. He pretends not indeed, 
that even amongſt them he has found 


any jewel without a flaw. But notwith- 


iſtanding their imperfections, juſtice exacts 
from him this teſtimony, that, when they 
have in any tolerable degree / approached 
to the ſtandard of what. we have ſo often 
ſtyled Female Excellence, they have ap- 
peared to him, with a few exceptions in 
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favour of the other ſex, by far the de- 11 
youteſt worſhippers, the warmeſt friends, if 
and the moſt ſentimental as well as en- 
tertaining companions. What he has prin- | 
cipally to lament is his meeting with -{o [ 
ſmall a number, who have had elevation " 

enough to practiſe an entire ſimplicity of | | 
manners, ſenſe enough wholly to forget ſl 


their perſons in the company of men, and | 
meekneſs enough to be quite content when — 


not the objects of immediate attention. | 
If the preacher has endeavoured, upon C | 


the principles of candour, to account for 
ſome paſſions in the ſex that ſeem at firſt 
ſight leſs innocent, or leſs excuſable ; it 

was under the ſanction and - impreſſion of 
that great evangelical law, . Judge not, 
« that ye be not judged. For with what 
judgment ye judge, ye ſhall be judged : 
and with what meaſure ye mete, it 
* ſhall be meaſured to you again.“ If 
he has addreſſed thoſe young, perſons who- 
formed his audience, in a ſtyle of peculiar 
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rendletheſs. the reaſon, i in Pn terms, w wh 
becauſe he felt it; nor does he think, 
that either as a man, or as a preacher, he 
ought to ſuppreſs, if he could, an affection 
which Nature has implanted, and which, 
kept within proper bounds, Religion does 
7 not prohibit, 


If he has attempted to infinuate in- 


ſtruction under the ſmiles of compla- 


cence, or to enforce admonition with the 
fervours of | friendſhip ; ſay, ye cenſors 
of the age, is he really to blame ? Is 


an auſtere countenance the proper face of | 


zeal, or a diſtant formality the genuine 
mark of holineſs? To diſguſt by rude- 
neſs, or to diſcourage by rigour—is that 
the way to win ſouls? Was it the way 
of the Apoſtles, or of their Maſter? 


Merciful Saviour | what words can paint 


thy benignity, into whoſe lips grace was 
poured, who didſt not break the bruiſed 
„ reed, nor quench the ſmoaking flax, 


whoſe character was like that of thy 


Father, love? I touched before on the 


ſpirit that breathed in his teaching: let 
me juſt add here, that his parables, which 
made ſo great a part of it, Were pointed 


to the imagination no leſs than to the 
heart; preſenting the ſtrongeſt pictures of 


life and nature, at the ſame time that 


by theſe very means they impreſſed the 
nobleſt leſſons of piety and truth. To 


ſpeak in general, will any one ſay, that 


the ſeverity of cenſure muſt never be 
ſoftened, nor the awfulneſs of ſolemnity 


tempered; not even when the preacher 
has the Youthful and the Gay for his 


hearers? Thoſe ſurely are ſtrangers to 


true Wiſdom who ſuppoſe her monitions 


incompatible with chearful images or joy- 
ful ideas; ſurely thoſe are unacquainted 


with the human mind, who hope to re- 
form its errors without conciliating its 
affections, or think that the tutoring .of 
terror alone will 1 the love of 


goodneſs. 
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In ſome ſentiments. which I have. of- 
fered to your conſideration, I ſhould not 
be ſurpriſed if I have been taxed with 
idle refinement, We live in an_ 
when whatever is held by the Few moſt 
ſolid and valuable, is by the Many de- 
rided as viſionary, or decried as inſigni- 
ficant. In the preſent age an accompliſh- 
ed female is apt to be ſhunned under the | 
notion of a Learned Lady; and the Vi- 
tuous Woman of the Proverbs would be 
in danger of being ridiculed as a, com- 
poſition of affectation. In this age the 
ſubject of dreſs and ornament, I am ready | 
to acknowledge, is better underſtood than 
formerly ; but in theſe how often are | 
modeſty, frugality, and ſimple elegance, | 
given up to levity or faſhion, to vain | 
competition or miſtaken appearance! In 
this age the ſtrictneſs of female decorum, 
and the retirings of female reſerve, mult | 
expect to be conſtrued into ignorance of | 
the world, if not into hypocritical airs 
of female ſanctity. In this polite age, 
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J had almoſt aſked, where is the man 
that believes any woman to be modeſt 
at heart; and where is the woman that 
dares to be ſuperior to the follies of her 


ſex? A paſſion exalted by generoſity, and 
refined by ſentiment, in which the man, 
not the equipage, was regarded, in which 
the higheſt gratifications of ſenſe were 
the loweſt objects of affeQtion—ſuch a 
paſſion is now confidered by the generality 


as romance. Such lovers might exiſt in 
the days of old, or poſſibly may be yet 


found in the obſcurity of retreat; but 


in the gay world, where all is tainted 


with ſenſuality, and ſacrificed to ſhow, 
they would appear too ungenteel to be 
reſpectable, and too inſipid to be happy. 
Here, alas, how few have the fortitude 


to live to their own hearts, the worth 


to cultivate the joys of friendſhip, or the 
ſoul to ſeek conjugal felicity in con- 
jugal efteem! Amidft the hurry and diſ- 
fipation of diverſions, the profligacy or 
inſignificance of play, the futility or fri- 
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volouſneſs of formal viſiting; what re. 
gard or what room is left for ſelf · poſſeſſion 
or mutual confidence, for rational con- 
verſation or improving ſtudy, for the 
pleaſing cares of a family, or that amiable 
mixture of minds without which ſocial 
life is modiſh diſguiſe or mean indulgence? | 
Is it neceſſary to add, how ſcanty a por- 
tion of time is now given to private de- 
votion; how little the ſabbath is made 
-a day of reſt from the toil of pleaſure, | 
or the tumult of paſſion; and to what 
banter from the licentious of both ſexes 
| the is expoſed, who would fill up the 
duties of that day with ſeriouſneſs, re. 
verence, and eonſtaney? Let me 'only | 
ſubjoin, that the modes of breeding now | 
eſtabliſhed for young women are ſuch, 
that compoſure and ſoftneſs are harllly | 
1 deemed conſiſtent, that a demeanour per- 
fectly attentive is in hazard of paſſing for | 
want of vivacity, and a temper thoroughly | 
meek for want of pitt, | 


But what are you to infer from all 
this? That you muſt „ follow a mul- 
titude to do evil,“ or relinquiſh Wiſ- 
dom, becauſe ſhe is renounced by fools ? 
No. She ſtill continues to be juſtified 
c of her children;“ and be aſſured, my 
dear auditory, that thoſe very fools ſhall- 
be forced one day to acknowledge her 
worth. A few ſhort years rolled away, 
and this gaudy. ſcene will diſappear. 
Where are now many of the miſerable 
flutterers, that we have ſeen fret their 
hour on the ſtage of Vanity? Doctrine 
like this They too once deſpiſed as idle 
refinement, or diſreliſhed as nauſeous dul- 
neſs, Do ye imagine they are of the 
ſuame mind ſtil!? How, think ye, will it 
appear to yourſelves in the decrepitude 
of age, and on the bed of death? By 
what ſtandard ſhall you then wiſh to have 
regulated yourſelves; by that of reaſon- 
able women and virtuous believers, or by 


the manners and maxims of a diſtracted 
and degenerate age | > 


310 CONCLUSION, 


Againſt the latter let me warn you, by 
_ every, thing that is prudent and good, by 
all that can promote the importance of 
your ſex, the reformation of ours, and the 
happineſs of both; let me warn you, in 
the name of your country, in the name of 
your poſterity, in the name of God! Suf- 
fer not Folly to deceive or Flattery to abuſe. 
you. The time cannot be very diſtant, 
at which beauty ſhall fade as a flower, 
by the courſe of nature: the period may 
be near at hand, when it ſhall ſhrink at 
once, under the violence of diſeaſe. How- 
ever you may try to forget it, life is al! 
uncertain: and when thoſe eyes, now | 
full of lucid ſpirit, ſhall ſink in darkneſs, | 
when: that complexion, now bright and 
blooming, ſhall dig away into a livid hue, 
and men ſhall turn with horror from thoſe 
features which they behold at preſent with 
delight; what will the world avail you, or 
the world's applauſe? ' Death, my dear 
hearers, Death is no courtier 3 he will 
ſhow you to yourſelves as you really 
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are, diveſted of every external Actorstiön 

and ſkin<deep allurement. If deſtitute of 

mental acquiſitions and moral graces, the 
unfading luſtre of an enlightened ſoul, 
&« the hidden and incorruptible man of 
« the heart; what will it avail you that 
yo are now fair and flattered? The re- 
pautation of wit, the popularity of polite- 
neſs, the profeſſion of piety itſelf, will in 
that conjuncture be alike ineffectual. It 
_ is only the retroſpect of capacity well em- 
gloyed, the conſciouſneſs of benevolence 
worthily exerted, and the principles of 
faith and hope poſſeſſing the mind, that 

will then e and n it. 5 


| Where thaw! is kin but a FIND of 
virtue, or a few ſhadowy qualities that 
may ſubſiſt without any real excellence, 
death will hide them for ever in the night 
of deſpair. The». blackneſs of darkneſs 
will cloſe upon the naked and wandering 
ghoſt; while its loathſome remains are con- 
ſigned to oblivion and putrefaction in th 
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priſon of che grave, with the proſpect of 
a worſe doom hereafter. But where there 
is a living image of true goodneſs begun 


in this ſtate, death will deliver it with 
ſafety into the finiſhing hand of Eternity, 
to be produced with every mark of ho- 


nour in the open view of heaven; where 
its now mortal partner, reſcued from the 
diſhonours of the duſt, and brightened 
into the graces of eternal youth, ſhall 
rejoin it in triumph, to ſuffer the pang of | 
| ſeparation. no more, —Everlaſting Jehovah, | 
what a-crown of joy will it confer. upon 


the preacher in that day, ſhould this. little 


ſervice be rewarded with the reflexion of 


having contributed to the ſalvation or im- 


provement of any of theſe young perſons. 


whom. he now addreſſes! If ever thine 
ear was open to my cry, hear me, O 
Lord, hear me, in their behalf. What 
cannot thy ſpirit perform, perform by the 
weakeſt hand? May that ſpirit “ ſeal 
ce them unto the day of redemption!“ 


At that glorious: period, may I meet you 
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all ambngſt . & the redeemed of the Lord; 


happy to ſee you ſhining, with immortal 
ſplendor, in © the general afſembly and 


church of the firſt-born;“ tranſported 
to think, that I ſhall live with you for 
ever; and joining in the gratulations of 
your fellow angels around the throne of 


God, when he ſhall in the ſight of all 
« clothe you with the garments of ſalva- 


« tion, and cover you with the robe of 


600 righteouſneſs, as a bridegroom is deck- 


« ed with ornaments, and as a bride is 


ce adorned with her jewels.” Amen. 
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